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gamars ASTLE CANNEL 
10,000 eubie feet of gas per ton 
deoal; 26-candle gas; apart ewt. coke per ton of coal. 
RAMSAY'S PATENT CONDENSED COKE. 
Do. GARESFIELD COKE. 


RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 

- ETURTS, introduces “182 #FIRE-BRICK 
wonxs, 1804. FIRE-€ AY SANITARY 
MPES. CHIMNEY TOPS, and all Geods mate of Fire- 
The Fire-Clay is worked from Bla don Main Colliery, 


ba ozlet t Gene Pik BRICKS (marked “ RAMSA 


p «Bg a in all’ parts of the world, and the Works | 


most extensive in the Kingdom. 

ed Derwenthaugh, Sawalwell, and Hebburn 
, near Newcastle-on-Tyne; and London Wharves— 
Wharf, No. 80, Bankside; and Honduras Wharf, 


Town. Large stocks kept. 
“Sarees G. H. Ramsay, Newcastie-on-Tynz. 


~ GEORGE GLOVER & €0., 


Peteatecs of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and ef the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 





These Meters are warranted to measure cor- 
rectly and not to vary. Their acknowledged 
quperiority has brought them into general use 
more rapidly than any Meters hitherto’ manu- 
factured. 


To meet the increasing demand, G. Giover 
axa Co, have — Soining on. of ex- 


ive a. their present Works 

it Ranclagh Rie Toad, ‘nd t ey are now p 
toexecute promptly, orders to any extent. They 
keep in stock all sizes of Meters up to 200 lights. 
ih cases of haste, on the receipt of a telegram 
tarly on one day, "their Meters can be delivered 
next day in any part of England, and in the 
lage towns in Scotland. 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on 
application to— 


MNELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON, 8.W.; 
236, GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW; 
R 


0! 
lj, MARKET STREET, MANCHESTER. 


d no expense spared in tuears Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the United Kingdom; 


| COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


JOSEPH COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYRE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prize Mepar. was 
awarded at the Great Exursrrion of 1851, for “Gas- 
Rerorts and oTHER Ossects in Frre-Cray, ” and they have 
also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 
1862, the Prize Mepat for ‘*Gas-Rerorts, Fine-Bricks, 
&c., for EXCRLLENCE of Quvatrry.” 

J. C. and Co. have been for many years the most extensive 





and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts of all shapes and dimen~- 
sions, Fire-Bricks, and every other article in Fire-Clay, are 
promptly executed at their Works as above. 


COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay Srpz, NEWCAsTLR-on-TYNE. 








JOHN RUSSELL AND CO., 


THE OLD TUBE-WORKS, WEDNESBURY; 


THE ALMA WORKS, WALSALL. 

Established at the commencement of Gas Lighting. 

Wa ee: 
69, UPPER THAMES STREET; 
COMMERCIAL STREET, SPITALPIELDS; 
5, CHARLES STREET, SOHO; and 
16, SOHO SQUARE, 

35, 36, 37, & 389, GRANBY ROW, MANCHESTER. 

J. BR. and Co. are the original manufacturers of Wrought- 
Iron Gas Tubes and Fittings, and Inventors of the LAP- 
WELDED TUBES for Locomotive and Marine Boilers. 

J. R. and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings for 
Gas, Steam, and Water; Gun-Metal Cocks, Stocks, and 
Dies; Galvanized Tubes and High-Pressure Tubes, &c. 

Lists may be obtained on apgllastinn to 


69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 


AND 


STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 
EsTaBLisHED 1830. 


All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 


| LONDON 








BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIEB- 








CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
Ngan NEwcastie-on-Trnz. 
c 

W most voupectialty to nah, the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Gas for 
patronage for =. ears past, —) - intimate that he has 
rebuilt and enla is extensive premises for the manu- 
facture of CLAY RETORTS; and that he is now prepared 
to execute the largest orders with punctuality and a 
Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, of all 
sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other articles in iy. 
executed on the shortest notice, and en the most 
terms. 

London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
63, Ory Broap Sraeer, Crry, Lonpon. 
J & W. ROMANS, Consulting Gas 
@ neers and Coal Factors, of Edinburgh and 
| ag for supplying any quantity of COAL and 

A 

They are alse Contractors for leasing Gas-Works, for 
anes » erecting, or repairing gas apparatus and fire- 
clay g' 

Messrs. —s poet lessees of several Gas- Works, have 
their Cannels tested in the ordinary working process, thus 
securing for their customers a guarantee beyond mere 
lal experiments. 

prices, and ‘other information will be 
to their Offices, 8, Ferth Street, Epivevaeea ; 
Mansion House, Lonpon, or to the ‘* Crown 


Street, Limehouse, Lonpvon, where stecks 
hand 


and coal al . 
fine goods, &e., ‘shipped to all parts of 





AUCHINHEATH COLLIERY, 
LESMAHAGO N.B. 


JAMES FERGUSON & CO. 


LONDON AGENTS: 
JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
68, OLB BROAD STREET, E.C. 


CONTINENTAL AGENTS: 


LA COUR & WATSON, 
LEITH. 








GEORGE GLOVER AND CQ., 


TWO MEDALS, 


PAR 


HAVE OBTAINED THE 


HIGHEST 


PRIZE 


AT THE 


Is EXHIBIT 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the Government, 


ION. 





MNELAGH WORKS, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO LONDON, s. W.; 
AND 236, GEORGE STREET, GLASGOW. 
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HENRY HOWARD & CO., 
COOMBS WoodD PATENT TUBE-WoORKS 
OLD HILL, near DUDLEY, 


HOWARD’S PATENT IMPROVED WROUGHT -IRON TUBES, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, AND WATER; 


Also ORDINARY WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES and FITTINGS, 
FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER, EITHER BLACK, GALVANIZED, OR ENAMELLED. 
CORE BARS FOR IRONFOUNDERS, STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, IRON COCKS, &. 


London Agent—W. G. DAVIS, 2, Brabant Court, Philpot Lane, E.C. 
SILVER MEDAL, PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS oF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS 


For Gas, Steam, Water, &c. 
SOLE LICENSEES AND MANUFACTURERS for the United Kingdom of 


THE LAVENANT PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES AND FITTINGS. 
LAP-WELDED IRON & HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES 


For Locomotive, Marive, and Stationary Boilers. 
Boiler-Tube Ferrules, Gun-Metal Gland Cocks, Water-Gaugea, Whistles, &e. ; Stocks, Taps, and Dies for Screwing, and Gas-Fitters Tools of all kinds, 


London Offices: No. 4, Cloak Lane, Queen Street, E.C. 
WAREHOUSBES : 
MANCHESTER: Barlow's Ctoi, 











———— ae 





LONDON: No. 157, Upper Thames Street, E.C. LIVERPOOL: No. 63, Paradise Street. 
Chapel Street, Salford. PARIS and LILLE. 
BE. &. 


& J. PEARSON, 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PRopRIETORS OF 


BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 











W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND PIRE-BRICKS PROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY PIRE-CLAY, 
beg to call especial atterition to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be unsurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, ” cheir FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas, 
‘The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any t. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EBQUAL QUALITY. 


A large Stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all Sizes kept in London at Mr. ALFRED WILLIASS, 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 


N.B.—Ezport orders continue to have prompt attention. 
TRADE MRK | THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 
- The only Prize Medal awarded for TUBES & FITTINGS 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. 
WAREHOUSE: SOUTHWARK STREET, LONDON 


JAMES RUSSELL» & SONS, LIMITED, 


PATENTEES & FIRST MAKERS OF WROUGHT-IRON TUBES, 


ONLY MAKERS OF HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


TUBES and FITTINGS for GAS, STEAM, and WATER; 
LAP-WELDED, LOCOMOTIVE, MARINE, and other BOILER. TUBES ; 
HYDRAULIC TUBES, BEDSTEAD TUBES, WELL TUBES, TELEGRAPH POSTS, "COILS, be 
GAS-FITTERS TOOLS, VALVES, ‘COCKS, &c. 


— 
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~ ... ‘SHOMAS» PIGGOTT & CO., 


(Established 1822,) 
SPRING HILT, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


TELESCOPIC & SINGLE GASHOLDERS, 
CAST & WROUGHT IRON TANKS FOR DITIO; 
PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, RETORTS, VALVES; 


IMPROVED WROUGHT-IRON RETORT-LIDS, CROSS-BARS, & SCREWS; | 
AND GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF LIVESEY’S PATENT CASHOLDER MAN-LID, 


By use of which Man-lid, inlet and outlet pipes can be examined and cleansed without loss of gas in crown of holder, 
oF ingress of atmospheric air. 


ROOFS, GIRDERS, BRIDGES, AND BOILERS OF ALL EINDS. 
Drawings, Specifications, and Estimates supplied on application. 


London Agent: W.G. DAVIS, 2, BRABANT COURT, PHILPOT LANE, E.C. 
“LAMBERT BROTHERS, WALSALL. 
ALPHA TUBE &® FITTING WORKS 
Cc. ® W. WALKER 


CONSTRUCT THE LARGEST SIZED 


GASHOLDERS, TELESCOPE AND SINGLE-LIFT, 
Midland Iron-Works, Donnington, near Newport, Shropshire; 8, Finsbury Circus, London. 

















LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


(ESTABLISHED 1835.) 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 
AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
TUBULAR GLAZED SEWERAGE PIPES, BEND6, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICES, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 


As Trustees of the late ORLANDO BROTHERS, we most respectfully announce that we intend to continue the above business, 
under the name of ORLANDO BROTHERS, in which name all communications must be addressed. 
We trnst that we shall receive a continuance of the same support which was given to our late father. 
We are, yours most respectfully, 





ORLANDO BROTHERS. 
FRANCIS W. BROTHERS. 
COLIN BROTHERS. 


KING BROTHERS, 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


ABAD ox MOUTH PIECE 





KING BROTHERS beg es periority URBRID 
'y to call the attention of Gas Companies to the su of their Retorte, which are made fromthe celebrated STO GE FIRE-CLAY. 
> nae aFatented a or burning Retorts, by which Patent ar Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE FROM CRACKS AND 
RRECT IN FORM, By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning, a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained, rendering them less liable to carboniae. 


Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.” 
Agent in Ireland—Mr, JAMES FURNESS, DOCTOR GARDENER STREET, DUBLIN. 
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THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, LIMITED, 


FARNLEY, near LEEDS, 
Possess special advantages for the prompt and efficient execution of large orders for 


FIRE-CLAY RETORTS & FIRE-BRICKS, 


of shape and size, and of the best quality; also for their other productions in Fire-Clay and Terra-Cotta, including their well-k 
er aa") White and Coloured GLAZED BRICKS. d <i aca 


The F. I. Co, have the exclusive right to make and sell Fraser’s Patent “ Ribbed” Retorts in Fire-Glay. 
Apply as above, or at their Offices, 


8, WESTMINSTER CHAMBERS, VICTORIA STREET, 8.W., or at 464, QUEEN STREET, HULL, 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR CITIES, TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


W. C. HOLMES & CO. 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS of B. W. THURSTON’S IMPROVED SCRUBBER, CONDENSER, and WASHER, in use in 
many of the principal Gas- Works on the Continent. 
PATENTEES of the IMPROVED COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 


ESTIMATES, PLANS, and SPECIFICATIONS PREPARED for BUILDINGS and APPARATUS. 
Prospectus, Price Lists, &c., on application, 


LONDON aah yt GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
* 
























ease address letters to Huddersfe!d. 
REPERENCES TO UPWARDS OF 300 GAS-WORKS. 












DANIEL HOWARD, 


Successor to the late BENJAMIN WHITEHOUSE, 
(ESTABLISHED IN 1765,) 


BOILER AND GASHOLDER WORKS 
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2B 
Westbromwich, near Birmingham. 
MANUFACTURER OF TELESCOPE AND SINGLE GASHOLDERS. 
WROUGHT & CAST IRON TANKS 
; FOR DITTO, 
PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, HYDRAULIC MAINS, 
And all kinds of GAS APPARATUS. 
Wrought-Iron Roofs, Bridges, and Girders;. Steam, Hot Water, and 
Range Boilers; Tanks, Cisterns, Xc., 
And all kinds of Wrought-Iron Work. 
DRAWINGS, SPECIFICATIONS, and ESTIMATES FURNISHED. 
BEALE’S GAS-EXHAUSTER IMPROVED. ,! 
FROM 250 TO 250,000 CUBIC FEET PER HOUR. Be 
Since Mr. BEALE’S retirement, the Oldest Makers are A 
J. BURTON, SONS, AND WALLER, B 
MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS. Cc | 
Efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS. D- 
GAS-VALVES in stock, 2 inches to 30 inches. 
SELF-ACTING BYE-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, = 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 

EXHAUSTERS from 3000 to 30,000 per hour in stock. 
HOLLAND STREET, BLACKFRIARS, LONDON, S.E., chang 
Between Blackfriars’ and Southwark Bridges. oo 
dip or 
PATENT ANTIMONY PAINT. being 
chang 
MADE ONLY BY expos 
GEORGE HALLETT & CO., = 





296, ROTHERHITHE, LONDON, S.E. \& 


YX ee. = LASS 
Sw «A 








This Paint having been in general use over ten years (especially in some of the cipal Gas- Works), and proved itself the best light-coloured Paint produced 
for resisting the influence of vitiated atmospheres, it i important that its qualities eed be more widely 1 rcalg ie 
It is not discoloured like white lead in a sulphi atmosphere, nor washed off like white zinc ; and its light colour reflecting heat, produces much less 2x 





pansion of in holders painted with it than with dark colours, besides rendering them much more sightly. Its specific gravity is so much below white lead that 
the same weight will cover one-third more surface, while it is equal in body; and its price being about the same (30s. raid it is actually one-third cheaper. 








From experience, its manufacture is greatly improved, and it is quite suitable for all in which white lead is employed. 
_ Reference is kindly permitted by the Dogitpors of the Gity of London, Commercial, and Surrey jamnen Gas Companies, who pronounce it the bes 
Paint known for their purposes, ; 











N.B.—Antimony Paint, COVERING SO MUCH MORE WORK, costs about 20s. per cwt., 
as compared with White Lead at 30s. per cwt.; a similar economy arises from its use in Steam and Gas Joints, 
for which purpose it is suverior to White Lead. : 
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——— piss 


THE THORNCLIFFE IMPROVED CENTRE-VALVE, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


MESSRS. NEWTON, CHAMBERS, & CO. 


THORNCLIFFE IRON-WORKS, NEAR SHEFFIELD. 
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THORNCLIFFE THORNCLIFFE 


IMPROVED IMPROVED 


BYE-PASS VALVE.| STOP-VALVE. 


SIZES 


Sizes of the ao 


THORNCLIFFE IMPROVED CENTRE-VALVE. From 8 ins. upwards. | 


From: 3 ins. upwards. 





| Ins. | Ins. Ins. | Ins. | Ins. | Ins. Ins. | Ins. 
A | Bore of Pipe... 4|/ 5/} 6| 7, 8| 9| 10/12 
B | Diam. of Body.| 16 | 20 | 23 | 26 | 28 | 31 | 34 | 40 
D | Depth of Cover. | 9/10| 11 12|13| 14| 16 qanee he SS ee 


8 } | 
Total height...| 41 | 44 | 48 | 54/| 58 | 61 | 65 | 72 any required pressure. 














The advantages derived from the adoption of these Valves are so manifest and cardinal that in the immediate character of the 
change—the simplicity of the machine—the facility affording for cleaning out connexions between Valve and Purifier—the perfect 
collection and delivery by suitable overflow of the ammonia, at a greatly diminished depth from ground-line over the old form of 
Valve—the advantage of connecting on the same level, and at any angle, or opposite to each other, the inlet and outlet pipes without 
dip or rise—the clear acquisition of space in the purifying-house, by being able to place the boxes nearer together, the new Valve 
being entirely under the floor—and lastly, though of the greatest importance, the passage of crude and unpurified gas during the 
change is minimized to the merest fraction, thus preventing the fouling by impure gas the delicate machinery and easily affected 
exposed movements of the station-meter, thereby preventing the introduction of the enemy (unpurified gas) into the gasholder. 
Also a dead abutment is offered to all back pressure, imparting thereby to the gauges, governors, and hydraalic seals, a steadiness of 
action never realized with the once famous, but now fast becoming obsolete, Hydraulic Centre-Valve. 


N., C., and Co. also Manufacture and Erect 


PURIFIERS, CONDENSERS, SCRUBBERS, GASHOLDERS, ROOFS, 
-And every description of Gas Machinery. 
TENDERS GIVEN FOR WORK FIXED COMPLETE IN ANY PART OF THE KINGDOM. 





London Office—34, LONDON WALL, MOORGATE STREET, E.C. 
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JOHN HALL & CO.,, 
STOURBRIDGE, 
MANUFACTURERS of 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF FIRE-CLAY GOODS. 
N.B.—A Stock of 15 and 16 in. CIRCULAR RETORTS always on hand. Other kinds made to order on short Notice. 








WILLIAM SUGG, 2Z.cm 


GAS ENGINEER. 





CLASSES 24 and 53. 
PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 
LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


IMPROVED LOWE’S JET PHOTOMETERS. 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 





FLETCHER AND MURPHY, 


GARRATT STREET WORKS, OLDHAM ROAD, MANCHESTER; 


Manufacturers of 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS WET CAS-METERS 


IN CAST-IRON CASES, 
THE UNVAR YING WATER-LINE GAS-METER, 


AND 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS; 
STATION-METERS OF ALL SIZES, with PLANED JOINTS; 


GOVERNORS, PRESSURE AND EXHAUST RECISTERS, TEST HOLDERS, 
And all kinds of Experimental Gas Apparatus. 


KITTOE & BROTHERHOOD’S 


PATIN® 


“PARAGON” STEAM-PUMP. 


Sizes Nos. 1 to 10 deliver from 75 to 21,000 gallons per 
hour; the height in feet being equal to twice the steam 
pressure in lbs. per square inch. ‘Prices from £10 to £90 


Gas Company’s Orrice, Luton, BeprorpsHiRE, 
Feb, 23, 1870. 

Gentlemen,—The Paragon Pump which I purchased of you in 1868 has 
been in constant use from the date of its purchase to this time, for the sup- 
plementary supply of two 8 b.p. steam-boilers. It is in request day and 
night, and has performed the duties 1 of it without needing any repairs. 

ours respectfully, 
Messrs, Kittoe and Brotherhood. W. Prirurrs. 


Manacer’s Orrice, Repuitt Gas-Works, 
Sept. 3, 1871. 
Gentlemen,—The No. 6 Paragon Pump —_ by you has satisfactorily 
ed the work for which it was ordered—viz., feeding the boiler and 

pumping up water for the use of the works. In my opinion, it is a very com- 
pact arrangement, the working parts are povenghly enclosed and protected, 
and the valves are very simply and quickly got at. It isa useful and reliable © 
auxiliary. Yonrs truly, 

Measrs. Kittoe and Brotherhood. H. T. Everist, Manager. 











FOR FULL PARTICULARS, APPLY TO 


MESSRS. BROTHERHOOD & HARDINGHAM, 


(Latz KITTOE & BROTHERHOOD anp rormenry WILLIAM FOX,) 
ESTABLISHED 1825. 


? Manufacturers of Gas-Exhausters, Pumping and other Machinery. 
» 56°& (58; COMPTON STs, GOSWELE:RD3; LONDON, E-C. 
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‘TANGYE BROTHERS & HOLMAN, 


10, LAURENCE POUNTNEY LANE, LONDON, 


AND CORNWALL WORKS (TANGYE BROTHERS), BIRMINGHAM. 








SOLE MAKERS OF 


HUNT’S PATENT EQUILIBRIUM GAS-GOVERNOR. 


In this Governor a Throttle-Valve is substituted for the ordinary suspended Cone, all 
external communication being avoided by placing the Lever or Radius Arm (shown at C on 
the drawing) inside the Valve-Chamber, upon the Disc.. The Dise is carried upon steel 
centres, upon which it is accurately balanced and tums: freely. The friction in working is 
thereby reduced to a minimum. This Governor is extremely sensitive to alterations of inlet 
oroutlet pressure, and renders a large actuating holder unnecessary. 


The principal advantages of this arrangement over the ordinary form of Governor 
are as follows:— 

Its sensitive action prevents oscillation. 

It is self-adjusting—i.ec., it maintains a steady pressure under variations of inlet pressure 
or a fluctuating consumption. 

The Inlet to Gasholder being contracted to the smallest possible dimensions, all danger 
from leakage through insufficiency of seal, tilting, &e., is entirely avoided. 

The Valve portion being separate from the Holder, it can be handled and fixed like 
an ordinary Slide-Valve direct in the main; and the Holder can be placed at any convenient 
distance immediately above it. The cost is thus materially reduced, and the inconvenience of 
heavy lifts done away with. 


There are no working parts likely to get out of order. 


Two of the Governors may be seen in action at the London Gas-Works, Nine Elms. 





*“ Dec. 25, 1871. 
“‘ Gentlemen,—The 18-inch Hunt’s Patent Throttle-Valve'Governor supplied by you to this Company has been in use for about six 
months, working very satisfactorily. It obviates entirely the oscillation which sometimes occurs with the ordinary Governors, with the 
annoyance and danger arising therefrom. The efficiency of this instrument, together with its compactness and lowness of price, ought to 


ensure its general adoption. : 
(Signed) “ROBERT MORTON, Engineer, 


“ Messrs. Tangye Brothers and Holman.” “ London Gas- Works, Nine Elms.” 


MORTON'S PATENT SELF-SEALING RETORT - LIDS, 


ee WITH 


B4 HOLMAN’S 
a PATENT ECCENTRIC FASTENINGS. 


HI i i! l 

Bil 

y 1} i = ul ee “Dear Sir,—In reply to your inquiry, I have the pleasure of stating 

my a vey % that the whole of the Mouthpieces at Beckton have Morton’s Lids at- 

, i vA AEG tached = them, and they wy given us every satisfaction. We have 2160 
i WAHT WL im use.—i Temain, yours truly, 


i a t (Signed) “F, J. Evans.” 








“6, Westminster Chambers, Nov. 14, 1871. 


ii ' : 
| | 
| AM “ The Gaslight and Coke Company. Engineer's Office, 


ih ih 
Win 





THESE 
SELEF-SEALING RETORT-LIDS 


Are adopted by the other Metropolitan Gas Companies, and in the 
large Provincial Gas-Works at 


Liverpool, Dublin, Nottingham, St. Albans, Burslem, Bournemouth, 
Windsor, Boston, Over Darwen, Manchester, Cheltenham, &c. 





CLELAND’S PATENT DIRECT STEAM-JET EXHAUSTERS. 
THORNILOE’S PATENT SLUICE-VALVES. 
TRAVELLERS AND.HYDRAULIC LIFTS..FOR PURIFIER-LIDS, «ec; 
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London 1851. London, 1862, 


Cc 





The SIX MEDALS AWARDED to THOMAS GLOVER for 


PATENT DRY GAS~-METERS, 


The latter being the Highest Medal awarded for is F 
Dry Gas-Meters by the Imperial Commissioners for the ‘ ESE Y 
Universal Exhibition, Paris, 1867. =< 


THOMAS GLOVER & CO., 
DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


214 To 222, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, 
LONDON, E.C. 


THOMAS GLOVER & CO.S8 PATENT DRY GAS-METERS, 


Ist, Are a remedy for all the defects of Wet Meters; 

2nd, Are suitable for all climates, whether hot or cold; 

3rd, Incur no loss of Gas by evaporation; 

4th, Cannot become fixed by frost, however severe; 

5th, Are the most accurate and unvarying measurers of Gas; 

6th, Prevent jumping or unexpected extinction of the Lights; 

7th, May be fixed either above or below the level of the Lights; 

8th, Cannot be tampered with, without visibly damaging the outer case; 
9th, Will last much longer than Wet Meters; 
10th, Will not cost more than one-half for repair that Wet or Water Meters do; 

Are upheld for five years without charge. 








(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY,) 


COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 
Established 1816. 





MANUFACTURERS OF 


PATENT WET & DRY METERS, 
STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS, 


PRESSURE REGISTERS, GAUGES, 
EXPERIMENTAL METERS, PHOTOMETERS, GASHOLDERS, &c., &. 


WATER METERS. 





W. P. & Co. beg to state that they are now prepared to supply Station-Meters with planed join™ 
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Hotes upon _Bassing Events. 


Tar whole system of private Bill legislation is threatened with a 
revolutionary change; whether it is a reform or not, we are 

hot a8 yet prepared to say. But when such a man as Mr. Dodson, 
Chairman of Committees, brings forward a plan under which, for 























private Bill legislation, the two Houses of Parliament would only 
be a court of appeal—when his ideas are favourably received by 
such veterans as Colonel Patten (who has been Chairman of Com- 
mittees in a Conservative Government), a great parliamentary 
authority, and Mr. Sclater-Booth, one of the business authorities 
of his party—the matter is serious. The thing has been talked 
about for years outside the House of Commons by the sort of 
people who are never happy but when recasting every institution, 
but now it has advanced beyond the region of the idealists to that 
of the practical men. With the general assent of the House, Mr. 
Dodson will introduce a Bill for creating, at least, three courts, 
before which all the private Bill business of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland will be transacted—courts which are, where needful, 
to itinerate, like the election petition judges, hold their inquiries 
on the spot, and take advantage, where needful, of a view. Rail- 
ways, docks, gas and water works, and all great schemes of street 
improvement, will be tried before a professional tribunal, and, as 
we understand, without a jury. There will be a right of appeal, 
under certain conditions, to a joint committee of the two Houses 
of Parliament. If so settled, many members of the House of 
Commons will be saved a great deal of disagreeable work, and 
some a very pleasing occupation. Lord Redesdale will lose more 
than half his employment and importance. The parliamentary 
bar will be seriously disturbed—no longer able to hold briefs in 
half a dozen committee-rooms. They will have to raise their 
fees and compete with local legal celebrities. The same blight 
will fall on experts of all kind. They will be unable to give evi- 
dence on the same day in cases affecting Liverpool, Glasgow, and 
Exeter. Country solicitors, especially town-clerksand the law-clerks 
to great local companies, will lose those pleasant trips to London 
which were not the least agreeable part of their perquisites, and 
the same loss will fall upon their favourite followers and witnesses. 
But, however disagreeable we may think it, the change is in- 
evitable, at any rate, as to the collection of local evidence. Public 
opinion ripens ‘slowly in this country up to a certain point, and 
then it seems, like the aloe, to burst into bloom in one night. Mr. 
Gladstone hinted at some such change last year in his anti-Irish 
Home Rule speech ; and now that eminent augurs, on both sides 
of the House of Commons, have agreed that the present system 
of private Bill legislation is too much for the daily hard-worked 
House of Commons, a great change is not far off. 

There is also evidently looming in the legislative horizon a 
parallel step of decentralization of even greater importance. It 
is generally acknowledged, by those who have paid any attention 
to the subject, that the system of circuit courts of assize has 
completely broken down. The judges are obliged to stay until 
they have finished off all the criminals; they cannot make a 
remanet of a murderer, or leave his fate to the arbitration of some 
sucking member of the bar; but the civil suitors suffer for their 
comparative innocence, and are handed over to the tortures of the 
law’s delay, and all the costs of witnesses wasted, without the 
slightest compensation. A demand is rising in very influential 
quarters for local courts of first instance, sitting all the year round, 
and from day to day, to try every cause arising within a certain 
circle. All the reasons for circuit courts have passed away long 
ago. ‘There is no reason why one set of judges should not per- 
ambulate a series of towns in the north of England, with a per- 
manent court at, say, Leeds, another at Manchester, another at 
Bristol, and soon. There is no reason why such judges should 
not be as well paid as at present; indeed, they should be paid 
more. The bar would be more localized, but it has become so 
numerous that that evil must be borne in consideration of other 
advantages. Country society would gain something. Under 
Mr. Cardwell’s military scheme every district will have a general 
officer as well as a bishop; to these will be added one more digni- 
tary—a judge. The Pall Mail Gazette, which is written for 
gentlemen, and is always thinking of what will best suit gentle- 
men of the long robe, is shocked at the idea of bringing the 
ermine in close contact with provincial society, and dreads Jest 
our judges should be brought down to the level of the universal 
suffrage judges of America. But we must not rush from the 
British Scylla to the Yankee Charybdis. On one point all earnest 
law reformers are agreed—that the system of circuit assizes and 
vacations is played out, and that we need a legal machine that 
will work at least as efficiently and more continuously. 

We note that the District Railway, the particular object of the 
aversion of certain Common Councilmen, carried nearly 10,000,000 
passengers last year, and did not earn a dividend. The Metro- 
politan, carrying many more, pays 34 per cent. Of course its 
shareholders are much dissatisfied. If these two lines, prac- 
tically only one, which suffer so much pending a certain amal- 
gamation, were to suspend work for one day, London would be ia 
arms, and it would then be acknowledged that the cessation was 
a public calamity. We trust this idea may strike those members 
of the Metropolitan Board when next this impecunious public 
benefactor—the District Railway—applies for time. 
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The Commissioners of Sewers have at length completed 

rt of the negotiation with the Chapter of the Cathedral of 
Ee. Paul’s, which has been so long pending. On payment of 
£15,000 the Chapter will allow the railings facing Ludgate Hill 
to be put back 50 feet, ‘and thence in an easy curve to the 
“north-west and south-west gates. Along this new line orna- 
“mental granite posts will be placed to shut off the carriage 
“traffic from the Cathedral enclosure, but the ground will be 
‘available for foot passengers.” 
Chapter, but of the shopkeepers, that the northern side was not 
opened for carriage traffic. Ina word, avery short time will see 
St. Paal’s Churchyard made into an ornament and a convenience 
to the public, instead of a hideous obstruction. At the risk of in- 
fringing the motto, ‘‘ De mortuis nil nisi bonum,” we may say that 
the City and the Chapter have lost nothing by the death of Arch- 
deacon Hale. A better spirit seems to prevail in and around St. 
Paul’s. The difficulty in completing the decoration of the Cathedral, 
now so stoutly urged, has hitherto been aggravated by three 
causes—first, an idea that the Chapter still possessed ample 
funds for the purpose ; secondly, the hostile and haughty position 
formerly assumed by the Chapter whenever approached by the 
City authorities on any public question; and thirdly, the igno- 
rance of the public of what was proposed in the way of decoration. 
There is now a prospect of better things. It is understood that 
of the £15,000 paid by the citizens of London to the Chapter, 
five or six will be expended in improving the Cathedral yard, and 
the balance in internal decorations. 

Mr. Balwin Leighton has edited a small volume of the letters 
and other writings of the late Edward Denison, M.P., which show 
in a painful manner how great was the loss of the country and of 
the House of Commons in his early death. Mr. Denison had 
everything in his favour, except robust health, for making a valu- 
able member of Parliament, and in due time a ruling statesman. 
A finished education, many accomplishments, the power of 
addressing a public audience, a handsome person, a genial manner, 
and family connexions which gave him access to the best society, 
were united with—strange conjunction—genuine enthusiastic 
sympathy for the labouring poor, and the soundest common sense. 
His exertions, unlike those of an equally charming M.P. exter- 
nally—the Hon. Auberon Herbert—were not expended in wild 
talk about wilder theories. He was in the best sense of the term a 
working philanthropist, a working Christian, and a working politi- 
eian. He writes hard things of the improvident poor; but then, 
unlike the comfortable classes, he hada right to speak—he lived 
amongst them. The following extracts on pauperism speak for 
themselves. We give them because the book is not likely to be 
much read :— 

About the East-end of London, what.is so bad as the habitual condition of 
this mass of humanity, its uniform mean level, the absence of anything more 
civilizing than a grinding organ to raise the ideas beyond daily bread and beer; 
The utter want of education, the complete indifference to religion, with the 
fruits of all this—viz., improvidence, dirt, and their secondaries, crime and 
disease. The people create their own destitution and disease. They could, but 
they do not, save anything, in the most prosperous times. The bread-winner 
falls sick, or is out of work for a few months; the home is.broken up, life has 
to be begun again right from the bottom. Is it wonderful that drink and crime 
levy a! conscription on these wretches, while the remnant subside into 
dirt bear ney? I say thata dock labourer, the lowest employment and 
theleast well paid, could save, between twenty years of age andfive-and-twenty, 
half his wages—at least £20. Good laws, energetically administered, with com- 
pulsory education, supplemented by gratuitous individual exertion, will succeed, 
will guide the masses into more industry and morality. 

On the 20th of December, 1867, Mr. Denison writes : 

The real truth is, sensation writing and reckless alms are fast doing away 
the great work of the new poor law, in bringing people up to providence 
and self-restraint. If we could get one bonest newspaper to write down a 
miscuons eharity, and write up sweeping changes, not so much in our poor law 
theory as inour poor-law practice, eee might be done. Build school- 
houses, pay teachers, give prizes, frame workmen’s clubs, wf them to help 
themselves; lend them your brains, but give no money. am inning 
seriously to believe that all bodily aid to the poor is a mistake, and that the 
real thing is to let things work themselves straight. 

On the 22nd of January, 1868, he writes : 

Our object—é.c., self-rules and some others—is to put.a stop as much as pos- 
sible to all benevolence, and by writing, talking, holding meetings, &c., to 

t the thing made a matter of business conducted on a large scale, under the 
Sirection of the Poor-Law Board, hep the agency of the guardians, and at 
the expense of the rates. The remedy (for East-end chronic distress) is to bring 
the poor law back to the spirit of the institution, organize a sufficiently elastic 
labour test, without which no out-door relief should be given. Make the few 
alterations which altered times demand, and discourage private benevolence. 
Universal administration of poor law on these principles for one generation 
would almost exti pauperi 
In 1869, he writes: soi he 210K ii 

icy is to dise immigration into large towns, To end—l. We 
aiak My ‘isdinline caulk ténulate our chatitice es out off the resources of the 

habitual mendicant. ae 
This idea has since been embodied in ‘the Society for Organizing 
Ail wh tosbnasing pesinieshepesire nll met. toun thls 

2. ing proclai es destitu’ j 

m up, kept at penal work for a month or two, at the discretion of 
pvp tae tthe Bouse Be retion to which they are committed, a propor- 
tion of their earnings being handed over to them. on dismissal as capital on 
which to bean 9) lite of honest industry. 3. Hamees proeen decimate 
of labour, and obviate gveA congestion of the induatria! &f tres. 4. We 
must improve the —< agricultural labourer. ‘is really the 


It was not the fault of the . 





Because, as Mr. Denison elsewhere showed, agricultura) 
labourers are constantly migrating to great cities, tempted by the 
repert-of-the free distribution of charities, of poor-law relief, or 
of great works, where exceptional workmen earn exceptionally 
high wages. Mr. Denison also, on the spot, examined the once 
much-lauded Imperial system of dealing with the poor of Paris, 
There, there was nominally no poor-law relief; but a gigantic 
system of public works, commenced to employ. the discontented, 
ended by attracting from the country a constantly increasing army 
of workmen requiring wages and amusements. Writing in 1869, 
he found that— 

In.the last fifteen years seventy-four million sterling had been spent in public 

improvements. Paris was kept wonderfully clean and bright. No wonder the 
paving, lighting, and cleaning, which, in the year before the revolution of 1848, 
cost one hundred and-seventy-two thousand pounds a year, cost, in 1868, over 
a million sterling. Two millions were wastel: in contracting a loan at a ruinous 
price, in order-to conceal the transaction from the Corps Législatif, and, finally, 
the minister justified the expense by tho necessity of staving off riots! 
Mr. Denison pointed out that, between 1851 and 1861, the 
population of France increased by nearly a million souls ; but 
while the.four largest towns of France increased their population 
(by immigration) by over eight hundred thousand souls, and all 
other great towns increased their population, the rural popula- 
tion actually decreased by more than one hundred thousand. In 
the meantime, more and more houses were pulled down in Paris, 
In 1866 only 1161 were demolished; but in 1868 it was found 
necessary to knock down 2325. The rural labourers flocked to 
Paris in hopes of being better off. Mr. Denison shows what was 
the result of ‘An Omnipotent Administration,” often held up for 
our admiration, “which, for sixteen years, had been directed to 
“ the satisfaction of the workman's wants.” In 1869, M. Jules 
Favre said, in the Corps Législatif : 

“ In a circular of the Bureau de Bienfaisance for the 13th arrondissement (of 
Paris) I read of 15,000 paupers on the list, and of a famished mob of 30,000 
clamouring forenrolment upon it. In the 18th arrondissement the list included 
only 2800; it now numbers 9258. In the 20th arrondissement the number of 
paupers has risen from 2000 to 6000.” Further on he says: “Expelled by the 
rise of rents—first from the interior of Paris, next from the suburbs—the 
workman has taken refuge on open ground outside the fortifications. There 
you may see hordes of them bivouacking on the ground, or huddled -into 

ovels of brick, of wood, and even of tarred pasteboard. it is a picture of 
barbarism by the side of civilization.” Of the workmen whose condition is thus 
paced by M. Favre there are, by the admission of the Minister of State, over 

,000 in Paris, exclusive of the families which of course many of them have. 
All this, let:it not be forgotten, in a city where £74,000,000 sterling have, in the 
course of sixteen years, been expended on works undertaken mainly for the 
ed ogaind employing the people. The inevitable catastrophe is only deferred 
Hf, the wholesale exportation of children through the medium of the.Foundling 
ospital. Any woman, or midwife on’ her behalf, can, by making an affirma- 
tion of indigence, the trath of which is not too closely scanned, get her child, 
legitimate or otherwise (80 per cent. of the children at the hospital are illegiti 
mate), admitted to this institution. There it is at once handed over to a wet 
nurse, who carries it off, to be ae up with her own children in the country, 
where it serves to replenish the failing stock of farm servants. The is 
facilitated by the enormous mortality among the foundlings—treble that of 
children brought up ‘at home, In the first quarter of the year 1868, 2000 
children were thus drafted off into the country. 
Mr. Denison adds.: 

A view of the public works policy would have been imperfect if it left un 
noticed the curious devices for partially mitigating its attendant evils. The 
facts are eminently instructive when so many writers are urging us to set our 
unemployed to work at the improvements of our towns. Oar towns want im- 
proving badly enough, God knows! but let them be improved io the regular 
way of business, and let -us avoid any course that may aggravate the already 
excessive and unhealthy crowding together of our people. 

The man who wrote these decided opinions was no desk doc- 
trinaire or feather-bed philanthropist. ‘‘ In the second year of 
‘‘ the great East-end distress, he resolved to establish himself in 
“ Stepney, and see with his own eyes, and take an actual share in 
“the terrible struggle that was being enacted there.” After the 
London season of 1867, he took up his quarters in Philpot Street, 
Mile End Road, and lived there eight months—built and endowed 
a school, himself taught in it, gave lectures to workmen, “ and per- 
“ sonally investigated the canee and the remedies of distress.” No 
man who aspires to vee or control legislation should fail to 
read these too brief ‘‘ Memorials of a very Remarkable: Man.” 

The committee on the patent laws appointed last session, 
on the motion of Mr. Bernhard Samuelson, is still sitting. We 
had an opportunity the other day of hearing the evidence of Mr. 
James Howard, M.P. for Bedford, and a great manufacturer of 
agricultural implements. It was original in several points, very 
decided, and remarkable for the manner in which these two highly 
respectable advoeates of freebooting in invention—Mr. Macfie 
and Mr, QOrr-Ewing—-were totally discomfited in attempts a 
cross-examining this very hard-headed Englishman. It is 
know that, My. Maefie, M.P. for Leith, anda great sugar baker 
in Liverpool, holds, in reference to patents of inventions, the pel 
ciples that his predecessor, the Bailie Nicol Jarvie, detested and 
his Highland kinsman admired— 

old the-simple plan— 
pL eptipen re i who ras the power, 
That he should keep who can, , 

But his. eloquence is not equa} to his obstinacy, and-when his wie 
benevolent: head ‘rises. in the ‘Houee, a-count out is a matter 
course. Im committee he asked one question which 
him about >ten. minutes to deliver, and ‘then no 
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yoderstood it. Mr. Howard cleared the ground by at once 
disavowing the sentimental view of the inventor's rights. Unless 
the granting of a monopoly to inventors for a limited period is to 
the advantage of the public, the system cannot be defended. The 
advantage to the public he traced to the encouragement which the 
t of profits (from exclusive enjoyment) gave to inventors 

to spend time, and capitalists to help inventors with money, to 
make inventions or perfect improvements, from which the public 
in either a cheaper or a better article, or both. Ironmasters 
did not want Bessemer’s improvements in steel; farmers did not 
ask for the reaping-machine or the steam cultivator; and manu- 
facturers generally object to improvements that would make their 
t worthless, and require new capital in spinning or weaving 
machinery. Inventors are often ruined by their inventions, even 
when they succeed. But so are traders, often dazzled by a first 
successful speculation, or led to play double or quits after a loss. 
The love of literature and science has ruined many men, and 





every one has met instances where a steady, sober workman has | 


been converted into a drunken sot by an unexpected legacy. But in 
these instances no one has suggested exceptional legislation for 
the protection of students, stock-jobbers, or small legatees. Mr. 
Macfie and Mr. Orr-Ewing are both much impressed by the 
restraint of trade produced by the monopolies of patent law. They 
do not see that all property may be inconvenient to somebody. A 
cobbler’s stall may obstruct a great street improvement. An 


ignorant and prejudiced Jandowner may stop the drainage of a | 


district, or send the seeds of weeds all over a parish. The 

neral interest of mankind is to use property, but there are ex- 
ceptional instances of abuse. Indeed, Prudhon and his followers 
were of opinion that all property was robbery. Mr. Howard 
would create a Board of Commissioners of Patents, selected from 


aclass, with paid salaries that would raise them as much above | 


suspicion as our judges. On this board, mechanics, chemistry, 
natural science, and law would be represented. Under their 
, after the American system, would be a collection of 
models of all the machinery patented, and another collection of 
models of rejected patents. From this latter gathering espe- 
cially the Commissioners would make an occasional bonfire. The 
American plan of models gives more information than drawings. 
When Mr. Howard applied for a patent in America, he had four 
caims. A commissioner told him that he thought two of his 
daims were old, then took him to the department of models. The 
result was that he withdrew one claim, but established the other 
three. According to our system, he would have patented anything 
he pleased, and been subject to the invalidation of the whole patent 
after much Jaw. Mr. Howard would make the iaventor, in the 
first place, apply to the commissioners for leave to patent, giving 
a full description of his invention, the title to which, if granted, 
should date from the day of application. Specifications are now 
drawn to conceal, not to explain inventions. If the commissioners 
refuse the patent, the inventor should have a right of appeal; if 
granted, he should have six months to perfect, but should not be 
allowed to include in the patent ‘‘ what was not plainly shadowed 
forth in first application.” Where a patent was asked for a com- 
bination of existing inventions, the applicant should, by italics or 
otherwise, plainly set out what was the novelty he claimed. 
Patents should be. granted for various terms, according to the 
importance of the invention, and the cost of perfecting it. Three 
to five years for small improvements, like those in a lock, for 
instanee, and twenty-one years for such a thing as Bessemer’s 
process, which cost so many years and thousands of pounds to 
perfect. Al} patentees should be bound under the terms of their 
patent to grant licences for the use of the whole or any part of 
their invention on the same terms to every one, the 
amount of such licence-fees to be settled by the commis- 
sioners or by arbitration. On this point, we are informed, 
by a great firm of manufacturing mechanics, that as long 
as they were chary about licences, they were always at law against 
lafringers, but after adopting the system of granting licences 
to-every applicant on easy terms, piracy ceased to trouble them. 
Mr. Howard would have all nt cases tried before one court, 
Where the judge should have the assistance of skilled assessors and 
no jury. Before any action was brought for the infringe- 
ment of a patent, the patentee should be bound to obtain 
Permission from the issioners of Patents, to whom he 
should submit his case, with a right of appeal if refused. 
There are difficulties in the way of Mr. Howard’s plan; but it 
s 80 complete, and meets so thoroughly the objections of capi- 
: -inventi turers, that it deserves the most 
“énlous consideration. Mr. Wright, of Birmingham, pointed out 
that if-patents of invention were abolished, the Registration of 
Act, which had lately been extended, and the fees lowered, 
Mush ge too, Mz. Howard wes in favour of low foes at the 
‘ation ofa patent, with a considerable increase atthe end of 
the second and third terms, so as to work out inventions not 
valued. “This evidence will be worth studying when published. 








The tions of the neophytes of the sensational school of 
water analysts have had their natural eonsequence—a general revolt 
against the doctrines and analytical expressions of the school, 
which necessarily takes more or less the character of an attack on 
the founder. Dr. Frankland cannot be at this, and 
must bear the brunt of it, while his disciples seck safety behind 
his shield. We published in our last a very sensible and con- 
clusive report from Dr. Whitmore on the works and the water 
supplied by the West Middlesex; and to-day we have to adda 
confirmatory report from Dr. A. S. Taylor, himself a customer of 
the West Middlesex Company. A report to the Board of Trade 
by Major Bolton, the metropolitan examiner, relating to the water 
supplied by the Southwark and Lambeth Companies, has also 
been printed. These waters have often been condemned by Dr. 
Frankland as unfit for human consumption, and the opinion has 


' been adopted and expressed in more forcible language by a re- 


cently appointed officer of health in Lambeth. Of this gentleman’s 
analytical skill we know nothing, and therefore we do not quote 
his results, curious enough in their way; but his microscope 
must be an extraordinary instrument, since it revealed to him 
** decided traces (!) of moving microscopic organisms.” It is these 
moving organisms which have created so much alarm in the public 
mind, and it is highly satisfactory to have the assurance of such 
an eminent authority as Dr. Taylor that they are perfectly harm- 
less, and if a water is to be condemned on account of their pre- 
sence, there is none on the earth fit to drink. Major Bolton, too, 
has rendered an essential service by going through the Registrar- 
General's reports, and discovering that when these “living and 
*‘moving organisms”’ have been most frequently observed in 
water, the diseases they have been supposed to produce—enteric 
fever and diarrhcea—have been least fatal. Major Bolton makes 
another strong hit when he quotes Dr. Frankland’s unqualified 
condemnation of the Southwark Company’s supply from a distant 
view of a reservoir of unfiltered water. ted and even un- 
fair statements like this have their natural effect. The public, at 
first alarmed, are soon reassured, and finally laugh at, or grow 
angry with, the authors. 








Circular to Gas Companies, 


In the past fortnight the two metropolitan gas Bills have been 
before a committee of the House of Commons with very different 
results. The Bill of the Chartered Company asks for power to 
raise additional capital to the extent of one million, with borrow- 
ing power, as usual, to the amount of one-fourth of the capital 
issued ; and it proposes no other restriction to the rate of dividend 
payable on the new capital than is imposed by the Gas-Works 
Clauses Act, 1847. It further proposes to apply moneys realized 
by the sale of superfluous lands and works (which under the Act 
of 1868 are to be applied in reduction of capital) to the erection 
of new works. The Bill was opposed by the Metropolitan Board 
of Works (for some reason or other the Corporation of London 
did not appear against it), on the grounds that the capital proposed 
was in excess of the amount required, and the rate of dividend was 
too high ; and it was also contended that the proceeds of the sale 
of superfluous lands and works should be treated as so much 
capital authorized by the Bill. The opposition failed on every 
point, although it is difficult to see why one metropolitan company 
should be allowed to make a 10 per cent. dividend on new capital, 
while another large London company and every country under- 
taking is limited to 7 per cent. The Chartered Company, how- 
ever, have obtained permission to do so, and may earn 10 per 
cent. if they can with 16-candle gas at 3s. 9d. per 1000 feet, and 
coals at very advanced prices. The objection of the Metropolitan 
Board of Works to the sum asked for was frivolous. A million 
is, of course, much more than is immediately required, but it 
would be absurd to compel a company like the Chartered to apply 
to Parliament whenever they wanted to raise a few thousand 
pounds. 

The opponents to the South London Gas Bill succeeded in 
procuring its withdrawal, and the Pheenix and South Metro- 
politan Companies remain as they were. This Bill had for its main 
object the amalgamation of the two companies just named, sup- 
plying gas side by side, the one at 3s. 2d., and the other at 3s. 9d. 
or 4s.; and this simple fact was quite sufficient to excite the live- 
liest opposition on the part of those supplied at the cheaper rate, 
who naturally looked forward to an early rise of price if the 
amalgamation were effected. It was no satisfactory answer to 
these objectors to say that ‘‘ the mazimum price in your district is 
“now 3s. 6d., and we do not propose to raise that, while we have no 
“‘ present intention to raise the price of your gas atall.” The South 
Metropolitan consumers could not fail to see the-risk they ran of 
losing all the advantages they derived from the somewhat exeep- 
tional position of that company if it became united with another 
more ily weighted with capital and works. And it is i 
sible to say that they were not right in ‘their opposition. i- 
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mately, we believe, the Bill would have been defeated on this 
point of difference in price, but the withdrawal was brought 
about by other causes. The promoters of the Bill were 
so injudicious as to allege that it was brought in at 
the request of the Board of Trade, and they put forward a 
letter from the Board, dated Feb. 9, 1871, in which some legis- 
lation was recommended, and which was, in fact, based on the 
City of London Gas Act, 1868. But the promoters of this Bill 
had not adopted the model of the Act of 1868. They had fol- 
lowed more closely the legislation of 1869, which was to some 
extent opposed to the views of the Board of Trade. Moreover, 
the fact that this Bill was not brought forward at the request of 
the Board of Trade was made unpleasantly conspicuous. In the 
end the committee put it to the promoters that, if they were pre- 
pared to amend their Bill in accordance with the suggestions of 
the Board of Trade, they would pass the preamble. The sug- 
gestion of the Board of Trade really was that 16-candle gas 
should be supplied at a maximum of 3s. 9d. The Bill proposed 
to give 14-candle gas at a maximum price of 3s. 6d. all over the 
South. Metropolitan limits and the urban district of the Pheenix. 
The promoters might well have been content to give 16-candle 
gas at a maximum of 3s. 9d. over the united limits, but this was 
a proposal the committee clearly could not entertain, so the Bill 
was withdrawn. That it would have been either defeated or with- 
drawn might have been safely predicted from the first. 

The report we publish in another column will show that the 
Potter’s Bar Gas Bill was rejected by the Lords committee. 
Our readers will remember that two competing Bills were brought 
forward this year—the Barnet Consumers Gas Bill, and the 
Potter’s Bar Gas Bill. Practically, the two sought to effect an 
amalgamation, to include also the East Barnet Gas Company. 
‘The Barnet Gas Consumers Bill was withdrawn, and so really was 
the Potter’s Bar Bill ; for only three days before the committee 
met an amended Bill was deposited, which contained only about 
twenty lines of the original. It is highly probable that, in so 
promptly rejecting the Bill, the Lords intended to mark their 
strong disapproval of such an unusual proceeding, for otherwise 
an excellent case for amalgamation was fairly made out. 

The inquiry commenced at Ryde on Tuesday, the 19th inst., 
on the petition of the Corporation to borrow money to pay for 
the purchase of the gas-works, was brought to an unexpected 
conclusion on the second day by the announcement of Mr. 
Michael that the Corporation intended to withdraw their appli- 
cation to the Local Government Board, and proceed next year by 
applying for a Provisional Order. We have a suspicion that this 
is to be made under the Public Health Bill, which, perhaps, 
the Ryde people expect will pass in the interim. If so, we 
think they are likely to be disappointed ; for, in face of the strong 
opposition springing up in many quarters, it is very unlikely that 
this crude, ill-considered measure will pass into a law. The pro- 
ceedings at the inquiry were somewhat stormy, and reflect little 
credit on some of the parties. It may be fairly gathered from the 
local reports that public opinion in Ryde is not unfavourable to 
the purchase of the gas-works. 

Nothing but rumours at present reach us respecting the pro- 
ceedings of the Patent GasCompany. The report of Dr. Odling 
and Mr. Keates, who have been appointed to investigate the 
manufacturing process, if made, is as yet withheld from an inqui- 
sitive publie and anxious shareholders. We are informed that a 
report of Dr. Letheby was posted at the Stock Exchange, stating 
that he had examined the quality of the gas at the Whetstone 
testing-place, and found it to have an average illuminating power 
of 24 candles. This is likely enough; and it is confirmed by 
the dirty state of the lamps and the smoked ceilings of the 
consumers; but what it is desired to know is, how much of 
this gas is made from a ton of coal, for it is upon the yield of 
gas that the value of the process depends. On the other 
hand, ramours are current that the eduction-pipes, both of the 
tar-distilling apparatus and the coal-distilling retorts, choke up 
so rapidly that they) cannot be worked for many consecutive 
days, and that extra apparatus has to be provided for work 
while the choked-up pipes are being cleared out. This we cannot 
regard as an improbable result, since we believe it to have been 
the common i .of all who have attempted the conversion 
of tar and the disti of coal at low temperatures. It is time 
that these rumours;were set at rest, but we suppose we must wait 
until the next general meeting of the company to learn that the 
works are still in the experimental stage. 

Mr. Leeman’s Municipal Corporations (Borough Funds) Bill 
has passed a second reading in the Commons, and has been re- 
ferred to another select committee, in whose hands it is very un- 
likely to undergo much alteration. It will probably pass the 
House of Commons this year, and the attention of the opponents 
may be directed to the House of Lords, who have sometimes 
shown themselves more opposed than the Commons to a reckless 
and wasteful expenditure of funds. 





Coal continues at famine prices, the cost at Newcastle having 
reached 10s. 6d., and great difficulty is experienced in 
supplied at these rates. There can be no doubt that a very cop, 
siderable rise in price will be permanently established, and redue. 
tions in the price of gas will be few and far between. It jg 
curious to see that the large towns in the north have suffered 
more than the south from a short supply of coal. Manchester 
was placed for some days on a short allowance of gas, and Liver. 
pool was reduced to the last extremity for coal. 

The oxyhydric light has not proved a success in Paris, and jt 
has been discontinued in the public lamps on the Boulevard des 
Italiens. It is not generally known that a carburating apparatus 
is always employed in conjunction with oxygen, which adds to the 
complication of the apparatus as well as the cost of the light, 
There are but few, remarks Le Gaz, who will consent to have in. 
stalled in their houses two meters, two regulators, a carburator, and 
two distinct systems of pipes. For this reason alone the system 
was certain to fail, even if the alleged economy were proved, 
which has never been the case. 








Correspondence. 


RAILWAYS AMALGAMATION BILL. 

S1r,—I venture to draw the attention of gas companies to the 
above bill, and to the fact that at the present time a joint committe 
of both Houses is sitting to take evidence upon railways amalgams 
tion generally. 

Had this measure been introduced through public necessity or 
public — or as a Government measure, I should have viewed 
with different feeling the powers now sought by two or three power. 
ful railway companies. Moreover, railway interest is now seeking 
to absorb its competitive source for traffic canals, and a bill is pending 
for a railway company to acquire one of the most important canal 
in the midland counties. 

I hardly know a measure more important to the interests of gas 
companies, or one that ought to lead to united strenuous opposition, 
I say nothing as to the almost helpless position of any Government 
seeking to effect railway reform when the present strong railway 
interest in both Houses shall have become, if the measure now 
proposed be carried, infinitely stronger. 

I fear that gas companies contracting with colliery proprietor 
for coals to be delivered at the railway station of their town has 
led to the importance of their matter being overlooked, yet a glance 
will show who pays the tonnage, whatever the rate may be. 

Owing to two railway systems to the city peat by my com- 
pany, both competing for the ee of coals, but from widely 

ifferent districts, we obtain our supply at exactly 50 per cent. less 
tonnage as compared with a neighbouring town, the same distance 
JSrom the coal-fields, where competition does not exist. So that upon 
a consumption of 20,000 tons we effect a saving of £1850 as com 
pared with our neighbour! 

More may be said, especially upon the importance of our present 
highways of water transit and the efforts of railway interest in 
pas ak thereto, but I must defer. 

March 20, 1872. Die 











Parliamentary Intelligence. 


HOUSE OF.LORDS. 
Monpay, Maron 11, 1872. 
The W1ILMsLow AND ALDERLEY Ever Gas Bill, and Brrsrau Loca BoarD 
Bill.—The Chairman of Committees informed the House that the opposition to 
these Bills had been withdrawn. 








Turspay, Marcu 12. 

The Duspze Water Bill.—The Select Committee reported that the com 
mittee, having found that the petitioners had no locus standi before them, had 
not proceeded with the consideration of the Bill. The order was conseq) 
discharged, and the Bill committed. 


TuursDAy, Marcu 14. 

The Newtown. Water Bill was committed. 

Porrsr’s Bar Gas Bill.—The Select Committee reported that it is not exp 
dient to proceed further with the Bill. 

The Tamwortu Gas (Construction or RarL wax, &c.) Bill was reported, 
with amendments. 

Hererorp Improvement Bill.—Tiie Select Committee reported that they 
had not proceeded with the consideration of the Bill, no parties having appear 
in opposition thereto. The order was -epnsequently discharged, and the Bil 
committed. r ae, As 

RIDAY, Maron 15. 

The CHELTENHAM Gas (ConstRUG#o¥ dr RarLwAy, &o:) Bill was reportel 

from the Select Committee, with amendments. 





Tugspay, Marc 19. 
The Dunpze Gas, and the Dunpex Warer Bills, were reported, wi 
amendments. 





THurspay, Marcu 21. 
Witmstow AND ALDERLEY Epc Gas Bill.—The meeting of the committe 
on this Bill was deferred till y, the 16th of April. we 
The Dartington Boroven Sewace Irricatioy Bill was reported, 
amendments. : Ts 
The Tamworts Gas (Construction or Rarway, &c.) Bill, and the 
WorTH Gas Bill, were read @ third time, passed, and sent to the Commons. 





Frivay, Marcn 22. Ronovel 
The Duwpee Gas; Duwpre Warer; and DarmeroN ‘be 
third time, passed, and sent to 


Sewae@r-Iznication Bills, were read & 
Commons, 


The Gasticur axp Coxe Company's Bill was brought from the Coasmiens, 
and read a first time. ‘ has 
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——————— 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Turspay, Marcy 12, 1872. 
Suisyfretp Corporation (PayMeEst oF Costs) Bill.—Reported, preamble 


nop ditions were deposited against the Sours Lonpon Gas Bill, from the 
Vestry of St, Giles, Camberwell; Thomas Powney and others; and AjJexander 
Birkin and others. 2 

The Hawortu Locat Boarp; Hinpitey Locat Boarp; and KricHLey 

Water Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Mr. Peel 
chairman), Mr. Hildyard, Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. Sykes, who will sit on 
nesday, March 19, at twelve o’clock. 

The ALTRINCHAM GAs; CARNARVON ConsumERS GAs; NorTH CHESHIRE 
Gas; and Lymm Locat Boarp Gas Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, 
consisting of Mr. Barclay (chairman), Mr. Jardine, Sir Herbert Croft, and Lord 
Newry, who will sit on Tuesday, March 19, at twelve o'clock. 


Wepnespay, Marcu 13. 
The NorrH CHeEsurre Gas Bill was withdrawn. 





Fripay, Marc# 165. 
Giascow CorPoraTION Water Bill.—Reported, that the parties do not 
d. 
Petitions were presented against the MunrcrpaL Corporations (BorouGH 
Fonps) Bill, from Colchester Gas, and Liverpool United Gas Companies. 


Monpay, Marca 18, 

The Gasticnt AND CoKEe Company’s Bill, as a 
amendment made. 

Petitions were presented against the Municipat Corporations (BoROUGH 
Fonps) Bill, from the following gas and water companies:—Cardiff (two), 
Lichfield, Derby (two), Birmingham, Brighton (two), Mansfield, St. Alban’s, 
Leamington, Ventnor, Boston, Rossendale, Prescot, Bedford, Ratcliffe, Bristol, 
Sheffield (two), Mould, Plymouth, Croydon, Kendal, Knottingley, Winchester, 
Lancaster, York, Lowestoft, Folkestone, Bideford, Mitcham, &c., St. Helens, 
Dadley, Blackburn (two), Holyhead, Worksop, Tunbridge Wells, Dover, and 
St. Botolph Without. 

A petition was deposited against the MancHEsTER CorPorATION WATER, &c., 
Bill, from owners, &c., of property in Withington and other places. 


ded, was idered, and 





Tuespay, Marca 19. 

The Braiston WATER Bill was reported. 

Petitions were presented against the Municrpat Corrorations (BoRovuGH 
Fonps) Bill, from the following gas and water companies:—City of Norwich, 
Colney Hatch. Dukinfield, Devonport, Epsom and Ewell, Harrogate, Warwick, 
Warrington, Knottingley, Barnstaple (two), Nottingham (two), Worcester, 
Cambridge, Birmingham, Glossop, Great Yarmouth, York (two), Weymouth, 
South Shields, Huyton and Roby, Swinton, Chesterfield, Hyde, Guildford, Hartle- 
pool Mirfield, Stockton, Edinburgh, Penistone, Thurlstone, Wolverhampton, 

n-in-Ashfield, Weston-super-Mare, Ossett, Hove, Braintree, Chelmsford, 
Preston, Leicester, Shipley, Stretford, Selby, Padiham, Elland-cum-Greetland, 
Brentford, Bridlington, Maidstone, Cheltenham, Halifax, Portsmouth, Accring- 
ton, Bristol, Gravesend (two), and Stratford-upon-Avon. 


MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS (BOROUGH FUNDS) BILL. 
Turspay; Marcu 19. 

Mr. Lzzman moved the second reading of this bill. The bill, he said, was 
substantially the bill of last session, which passed a second reading in that 
House, and was then referred toa select committee. Understanding, however, 
that there was a desire that the clauses of the bill should undergo further discus- 
sion before another select committee, to which he had not the slightest objection, 
he did not intend to trouble the House with any remarks now, but should 
— move that the bill be read a second time. 

. CAWLEY said the bill involved some <s g principles, and, if passed 
at all, it must, especially as to clause 5, which was a retrospective clause, be 
after full consideration in committee, and after taking evidence to justify that 
clause. With regard tothe main object of the bill, he did not oppose it, although 
after considerable experience of the present system, he thought that the mis- 
chief arising from the want of any power to oppose bills in Parliament was 
wes | of the very minutest character. He knew of no case in his experience in 
which a corporation or a local authority, having a good case, had ever had the 
slightest difficulty in opposing a bill in Parliament. At the same time, if there 
was a proper protection against lavish expenditure on the part of the local 
authorities, he should not object to the power proposed to be conferred upon 
them. But when they came to the 5th clause of the bill, which was retrospec- 
tive in its action, and which gave authority to the Secretary of State to sanction 
the payment out of the rates of costs already incurred in years gone by, he 
— the Government ought to hesitate before giving such a power, and they 

y ought not to give it without the strongest evidence that it was right. One 
strong t against this clause was to be found in the fact,that what was understood 
to be the principal reason for inserting this clause in the bill of last year—that 
certain expenses had ‘been incurred by the Corporation of Sheffield which they 
could not obtain out of the rates without some such power as this—had been 
already dealt with by a committee of the House. They had themselves this 
year promoted a private bill to provide for the payment of those costs, and the 
committee threw out the bill. If this bill were to pass with this fifth clause 
on, it would be nothing less than sanctioning an appeal from a committee of 
the House to the Secretary of State, a course which he apprehended that House 
Would not take; and therefore if the bill did pass a second reading, and was 
tent to a select committee, he trusted that it would be on the distinct under- 
standing that the select committee should have power to take evidence in refer- 
enee to this fifth clause. Though he agreed to the second reading, he should 
not without the strongest evidence agree to the fifth clause. 

Pee Manon said he was glad to hear the observations which had fallen from 
9 last speaker. He did not object altogether to the principle of the bill, but 
eteue t it involved such vast changes which affected local bodies so much 

he had thought it his oe to give notice of a motion that the bill be 
Telerred to a select committee. It was true that the bill was referred to a select 

; last year, but that committee only sat for two days, and examined no 
sree} He thought it might have examined into the ease of the Sheffield 

ater-Works Seer There was a debate on the third reading, which came 
on on the 28th of July, at half-past two in the morning, and which ended in a 
a _He need not say that he had no interest at all in the matter. He 
aad not a single share in any gas or water company, but he thought that, in the 
Interest of ratepayers, there ought to be some check on the exercise of the 
Power which was to be. given to these local bodies. The bill gave vast 

: corporations; they might, if they chose, promote or op any bill in 
nent with funds derived from the local rates. Speculative bills and doubtful 

bt be promoted in many instances. In small boroughs, corporations were 
Composed of persons who were not wholly above a little jobbery; he did 

make any imputation against them, but as this bill pa almost 

: Power of compulsory purchase over gas and water companies, the 
eee would .be too ready to try what they could do in that 
i there was another point that ought to be stated, and that was 
mpanies showed much greater activity in promoting measures 
ment, either genera! or local. He was borne out in that state- 
Temarke in an article which appeared in the Quarterly Review: of 
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October of last year—an article which was attributed t a leading member of the 
Board of Trade, That article stated that “by far the greatest argument against 
Government is that capital will find its own way, and do what is wanted, and 
Government, whether general or local, will not. This is principally due to the 
activity which individuals display in seeking their own profit as compared wit? 

the sluggishness of public governing bodies.” But if there is something to be 
said on behalf of the companies, there is much more to be said on behalf of the 
ratepayers. I think the ratepayers would be very much aggrieved if any measure 
were promoted or retarded by an absolute ry oy of the corporation or 
governing body. I am not prepared to say that there ought to be a majority of 
two-thirds, but I think it ought to be larger than an absolute majority. It 
might happen that some day one or more of the members of the corporation 
might not be able to attend, and this action might be taken without even the 
sanction of an absolute majority. Of course, the argument against that is that if 
the corporation carry out measures obnoxious to the ratepayers, the remedy is 
easy. Another corporation may be elected; but as only one-third of the corpo- 
ration goes out annually, it requires a long time to change the whole body, I 
will not say what would be the effect of the retrospective clause which has been 
already referred to in the debate, but I think that the case of the Sheffield Cor- 
poration would be met by it. It is said that they have been at feud with the 
water-works company for eight years, and that they spent £18,000 in opposing 
the measures of the water-works company, of which £10,000 is still owing; and 
therefore, if this clause is passed, making it retrospective, that £10,000 would, 
of course, be paid out of the pockets of the ratepayers, I shall not make any 
more remarks now. I offer no objection to this bill going to a select committee. 
The names on the back of the bill are the names of gentlemen who are competent 
to give a much better opinion about this question than I am, but still, in the 
interest of the ratepayers, I think there should be more discussion on the subject 
than there was last year, and for that reason I ventured to place the amendment 
on the paper. ‘ 

Mr. MAcrix said he was glad to anticipate that this bill would be read a second 
time without any division. He had had the honour of forming one of a very 
numerous and influential deputation, including gentlemen from Manchester, 
Liverpool, and other parts of England, who had waited on the Home Secretary 
in order to urge the Government to give its support to this bill, and he was 
requested to do so by two burghs who sent up their provosts, and who were 
desirous that the advantages of this bill might be extended to Scotland. The 
honourable member for Edinburgh had given notice of an amendment with 
that object in view, and an Irish member had given notice of an amendment to 
extend the bill to Ireland. The effect of the bill was merely to revert to the old 
order of things which had been recently disturbed by an unexpected decision of 
the court in Tainburgh. A corporation was unanimous in going for a water bill, 
and it was decided by the court that if one single person in the community 
objected to the corporation spending money for that purpose, he had a right to 
prevent it. It had been said that the bill might be amended in committee, 
and he had no doubt that it would be so, but in his opinion the very best part of 
the bill was that which had a retrospective action. Allow him to say in reference 
to the smaller boroughs, that he thought the bill was peculiarly applicable to 
them, and for this reason, that generally the men who are members of corpora- 
tions, or of the local government in those towns, are generally men of moderate 
means, and they would be prevented from defending the public interest if it were 
known that they might be mulcted in the costs. 

Mr. STANLEY: Having been a member of the committee of last year, as there 
seems to be a general agreement that this bill should be referred to a second 
committee, I wish to point out that the committee of last year was in a false 
position, inasmuch as the order was only made on the 30th of June, and the 
committee felt themselves precluded, it being so near the end of the session, from 
taking any evidence. It was thought on the whole that the bill would be more 
likely to pass through Parliament that session if the evidence, which must have 
been necessarily of a voluminous character, were not gone into, but there was an 
impression that to go into evidence on the subject would be decidedly advanta- 
geous to the measure. : 

Mr. Bruce: Although the promoters of the bill have been fo" enough to 
insert the amendments which were introduced on the part of the Home Office 
last year, I must say that Iam very much relieved by the determination they 
have come to to refer this bill to a select committee. I agree with the noble lord 
who spoke last, that last year they were under pressure of time. I quite admit 
the argument in favour of entrusting large municipalities with power to defend 
or to promote their interests. Wheréver there is a vigorous public opinion, 
wherever the press is active, there large municipalities may be entrusted with 
these powers with safety, but I think that in the smaller boroughs some check is 
necessary. An amendment was proposed last year to the effect that no bill 
should be presented in Parliament where the general Acts enabled the local 
governing hody to apply for a Provisional Order. Now that is a question of great 
importance. The general policy of late years has been to encourage procedure 
by Provisional Orders, and not by private Acts of Parliament. The difficult 
question which arises is, who is to decide whether a Provisional Order suffices for 
the object which the municipality has in view, or whether it is n that 
there should be a private bill. Again, there is another question, not dealt with 
in the bill, to which the attention of the special committee should be especial! 
directed, and it is this: there is given to the local authority the right to 
the money of the ratepayers in promoting or opposing bills affecting the locality, 
but in many localities you have two or three local authorities, and who is to 
decide in that case to whom the right of prosecuting the interest of the locality 
should be committed, and how the interests of the locality shall be properly 
represented? All these are questions that should be inquired into with great 
care, and I am bound to say that, favourable as I am to the general _prineiple of 
the bill, it was with a sense of relief that I heard it was to be reféerred to a 
select committee. 

Mr. MunDELLA: After the arrangement that has been come to, that the bill 
should be referred to a select committee, there is no need that I should address 
the House on the general principle, but I may say that Sheffield is now quite out 
of the question with reference to this bill. My honourable friend, the member 
Salford, shakes his head. I wish he did not so thoroughly represent water and 
gas companies in this House. 

Mr. Cawtey: I rise to order. I beg to assure the House that I do not re 
sent gas and water companies. More than that, I neither do, or ever did, hold a 
share in either one or the other. 

Mr. MunpELLA: I beg to withdraw my remark ; but as the honourable member 
stands up in defence of them, I assumed that he represented them. I wish to 
say that the Sheffield Corporation, having finally appealed to the House, and the 
committee of the House having decided against them, and feeling that though 
the law was against them justice was on their side, they have determined to 
adopt another course. The town of Sheffield is about to adopt a voluntary rate, 
and whatever may be lacking in that voluntary rate will be made up by 
voluntary subscriptions, so that so far as they are concerned they will cease to 
have an interest in this bill. Last year the objection was that it was a Sheffield 
bill; but‘ since then Leith, Edinburgh, and o' districts have been mulcted in 
the same way that Sheffield was. A few gentlemen who were anxious to promote 
the public interests have been damaged to the extent of £19,000. Although it 
was shown that there were no less than a thousand deaths a year that might be 
avoided by the supply of good instead of bad water, yet the water company in 
that neighbourhood succeeded in defeating ‘the bill and throwing the whole of 
the expenses on those who were anxious to promote sanitary measures. My 

right honourable friend the President of the Local Government Board is about to 
demand powers for municipalities to carry out sanitary measures, but how are 
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they to do it if they are not to have funds? We are told that corporations are 
extravagant. Is this House extravagant, and if we are, to whom are we respon- 
sible? We are responsible to our constituents, and the corporations are responsible 
to theirs. I am quite content.that the bill should go to a select committee, and 
I hope that no attempt will be made to delay its progress by taking voluminous 
evidence, and I trust that the Government, knowing the position that corpora- 


.. tions are placed in, will give the bill an active support. 


Mr. M‘Lanren expressed a hope that the House would not suppose, as sug- 
gested on the other side, that the fifth clause was less valuable than the other 
clauses. It was an nee! pm of the bill to do justice to interests which at 
resent suffered. Reference had been made by his honourable friend, the member for 
Bhetield, to a case which happened last year. A local body proposed to suppl 
a large district with water. They had a large district of country surveyed, 
plans were drawn, and works were to be erected, to cost half a million of money. 
A contest took place. This House unanimously passed the bill. The other 
House threw it out. The promoters of the bill never doubted that they were 
acting on the legitimate exercise of their powers, and they proceeded on that 
understanding. After the bill was thrown out, it occurred to the successful 
party that they might possibly get the expenses thrown on the individual 
trustees who had supported the bill, and the question was brought into court, 
and last week it was tried before a court of four judges. Three were of opinion 
that it was not lawful for the trustees to pay the _—— out of the corporate 
funds, and one was of opinion that it was lawful. The expenses were £19,000, 
and there are twenty-two trustees, or something of that kind, and if that 
decision is to stand, those trustees must pay these expenses out of their own 
pockets, Now, unless something is done to protect parties thus situated to alter 
the law—that which was never known to be law in Scotland till last week—it 
would be a great hardship on the members of corporations. It was quite 
enough that they gave their time to the — interest, without also running the 
risk of paying the expenses of such bills as they might in the public interest 
promote. He gave his support to the bill. He did not represent the corpora- 
tion, but he believed their cause te be the cause of truth and justice. 
Mr. DELAHUNTY considered this a just bill, and he was quite satisfied that it 
should be sent to a select committee. There would have been a fair objection to 
the bill if the corporations were, as formerly, self-elected, but now that they were 
elected by the ratepayers the responsibility was thrown on the ratepayers, who, 
through their local parliament, could object to the expenditure of public money. 
He so highly approved of the bill that he had put an amendment on the paper 
for the purpose of extending it to Ireland, and he found that the Scottish repre- 
sentatives Rad the same feeling. He believed that the effect of the opposition to 
this bill would be to induce the corporations of England, Ireland, and Scotland 
to unite together for the purpose of preventing opposition of this character, which 
trampled upon the rights and privileges of municipalities. He did not see why 
the Government should cast any doubt on the bill. did not see why any 
county member of Parliament or why the Government should in any way 
attempt to control the inhabitants of towns in the management of their own 
affairs. They hada perfect right to deal with their own funds for the purpose of 
promoting improvements, and to put down hungry speculators—parties who 
wished to sit esnealoes down in the locality for the purpose of extracting profits 
which they were not fairly entitled to. The Government ought to encourage 
corporations to curry out these public works, and not allow them to get into the 
hands of private individuals, He trusted, therefore, that the House would pass 
this bill. 
Mr. CRAUFURD begged to demur to the assumption of his honourable friend who 
had just satdown. He begged to inform him that there was no demand for this 
bill in Scotland, as far as he knew. He thought that the bill was one of a very 
objectionable nature, and he was surprised that theGovernment had assented to 
the second reading, especially when they had on the table of the House a bill 
regulating local government, in which provisions were inserted dealing with 
water and things of that kind. He wondered that the Government were not 
more ready to stand upon their own right to look after these things, rather than 
to have these bills brought in by private members, containing provisions unheard 
of in the history of the legislation of this country. He thought that to come to 
that House and say that, because certain gentlemen, be they members of cor 
rations or not, had chosen to incur enormous expenses under circumstances wh 
which did not entitle them to charge them on the rates, they were to come here and 
ask the House to enable them to recoup themselves by taking these expenses out of 
the corporation funds, was a monstrous thing to do, and he thought the House 
would pause before they assented to it. Then there was another thing which he 
objected to, namely, the provision in the bill giving corporations the right of 
coming to Parli t and spending the ratepayers money on speculations of 
their own. He hoped that provision would be struck out. He hoped the House 
would not allow corporations to come to that House with the money of the rate- 
payers to contend against commercial enterprise, and to get a monopoly into 
their own hands, With regard to another part of the bill—the power given to 
corporations to oppose objectionable measures in that House, which might affect 
the ratepayers, whose interests they were bound to protect—there might be 
something to say for that, but hitherto they had gone on without complaint of 
the want of this protection, and the ratepayers had this safeguard, that if the 
corporation chose to come to this House and ask for power to promote certain 
objects, they did so under the responsibility that if they did not succeed they 
were liable to have to pay the expenses out of their own pockets, whereas if they 
ot the bill the expenses were provided for out of the public funds. There- 
ore, he contended that in the interest of the ratepayers Parliament ought 
not to give corporations power to come to Parliament and ch the 
expenses on the ratepayers, whether they were successful or not. pend 
upon it, it was wrong to make it the interest of lawyers to come to Parliament 
with private bills, and spend the money of the ratepayers. In many instances 
lawyers managed the affairs of corporations. As the honourable member had con- 
sented to refer the bill to a select committee, he felt it unnecessary to discuss it 
further, but he should reserve the right of addressing the House upon it when 
it came back, He hoped that Her Majesty’s Government would insist on 
evidence being laid before the committee, that they would insist upon a 
thorough searching investigation, and that the promoters of this bill should 

rove that such legislation as this was necessary. He hoped, at any rate, that 

er Majesty’s Government would not consent to clause 6, which had a retro- 
spective effect, a system of legislation which would be entirely new in the 
annals of this country. 

Mr. Grecory said he hoped the committee would take care that the interests 
of the saseparers were properly protected. It was all very well to say that a 

municipal body represented a town. One-third only of that municipal body 
went out every year. The other two-thirds kept in. Again, he trusted that 
clause 5 would be struck out. He objected on general principles to ex post facto 
legislation of that kind. 

The bill was then read a second time. 

On the motion that the bill be referred to a select committee, 

Mr. Caw ey said he could not avoid referring to the observations of the honour- 
able member for Sheffield. That which he desired was to do justice, as between the 
ratepayers and the companies, and he certainly was not there to see the com- 
panies unfairly dealt with any more than the ratepayers. The observations of 
the honourable member for Sheffield, that the case of the tion of that town 
would not; come under this bill were an entire mistake. It might be that the 
aye who found the money might not bring it under the operation of the 

ill, but it would certainly be open to them to come forward and claim to have the 
He entirely agreed with the observations of the honourable member 





money back. 





for Ayr, with regard to gas and water works, He trusted that the bill w 


out of the select committee free from these objections to it. 


Mr. Lueman quite 


places besides Sheffield that were placed in the same 
mind the honourable gentleman that clause 5 was passed 


unfair to say it was without discussion. 


Mr. Leeman said he had yet to learn that in a select committee the opposition 
to a clause was of a serious character if there was no division. The only claty 
that did go to a division was one that limited the operation of the Act to thre. 
years. Ten members voted in favour of that limitation, and two voted againg 
any limitation whatever. The House would allow him to say that there were Many 
towns the corporations of which had placed themselves in the same circumstanoa 
as the Corporation of Sheffield were in—they had promoted bills which had not 
received the a? of Parliament, or, acting in the interests of the town 

ere were many such instances, as the honourable 

man ought to know. The case of the Sheffield Corporation was especially within 
the knowledge of the honourable member, he having acted as engineer on behji! 
of the corporation through whom these costs were incurred, and therefore tj 
allow this bill to go to a select committee with an idea that clause 5 was to 
negatived was absurd. He should never have consented to send the bill to, 
committee with any such condition, He believed that if evidence was toby 
given before the committee on behalf of the various towns it would be found thy 
ssibly be carried in regard to what had 
ake the position of the town of 
which was referred to with great force on the occasion of the last debate on thiy 
subject a yee ago by the Home Secretary. The sewage of the town, which now 
d through the town, was to be taken out of 

it by an order of the Court of Chancery—that was to say, the corporation was 
be restrained from allowing the sewage to fall into the river Aire. Well, the 
corporation was in that position that it could only relieve itself from this injustice 
by applying for an Act of Parliament; but as the law now stood, the ind 
the corporation would be obliged to pay the expenses of passing that 

bill through Parliament. The same thing was happening at this moment with 
regard to Birmingham. The Corporation of Birmingham was coming to Pw. 
liament asking for an Act to relieve itself from an injustice under similar cir. 
cumetances; and unless this bill passed it was impossible for the Corporations 
Leeds or of Birmingham to be reimbursed those expenses. Therefore, while he 
was willing that the bill should go to a select committee, he demurred mot 
cemaay £ its going before the committee on the understanding that claus 


had opposed bills. T 


clause 5 was as just a clause as could 
passed in the history of that town. 


fell into the river Aire, which 


members o 


was to be condemne: 


Mr. Craururp said he hoped the committee would be nominated by th 
Committee of Selection, because he did not think the committee of last year wa 
a fair committee. A very large number of its members represented corpon- 
tions, and therefore it was to be supposed they would not be 


strong bias in the matter. 
The motion was then agreed to. 





Tuurspay, Marca 21. 


The Gasticnt AND Coke Company’s Bill was read a third time, and passed. 


Frmay, Marcu 22. 


A petition was presented against the Municrrat CorPorATIons (Borovex 


Funps) Bill, from Ashton. 


The Briguton Corporation WartER; Briprort WATER; and Trowsriper 
AND Wxsrsury WarTeR Bills, were referred to a Select Committee, co 
of Sir John Ramsden 5 mer ae Col. Jervis, Mr. Arkwright, and 

uesday, April 9, at twelve o’clock, 


Brassey, who will sit on 


agreed with the honourable member for Salford, 
Corporation of Sheffield, or any other body similarly circumstanced, w 
right to avail themselves of the provisions of this bill. 
said with regard to the fifth clause, he was bound to say that there were Many 
— and he must jy. 
en y the select committes 
last a without opposition. It was all very well for the honourable member to 
his head, but he had in hie hand the proceedings of the committee, 
showed that the clause was agreed to without a division. 
Mr. Cawixy: I am perfectly aware that there was no division, but it , 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 


(Before Lord Meruven, Chairman, Lord ELLENsoroven, Lord Monrsaciz 


oF Branpon, Lord Kenmare, and Lord HaRTISMERE.) 
POTTER’S BAR GAS BILL. 


Tugspay, Marcu 12, 


Mr. Dentson, Q.C., Serjeant Sancoop, and Mr. Tuomas, appeared in si 
of the bill; and Mr. Pemproxe SrePueEns for the petitioners against the 
Serjeant Sarcoop, in commencing the proceedings, observed that the bil, 
which had been amended, proposed to deal with the gas supply in the district 
of Barnet, and at the same time to amalgamate the three existing companies 
into one, The Potter’s Bar Gas and Coke Company had introduced the bill 
which, in its original state, had for its object that of being incorporated with 
the Barnet Consumers Gas Company and the East Barnet Gas Company. The 
bill, as amended, was for amalgamating three companies into one, He did a0 
consider, however, that there would be any question arise of a technical 
description in the course of the inquiry. The importance of amalgamation, be 
thought, was so well known to their lordships that he need not enlarge upo 
its advantages to any extent. For many years the supply of gas in the melt 
= was undertaken by thirteen companies in their own immediate distrit 
ut after the a into the gas question by the committee over whoa 
irman, & very careful report was drawn up which was! 

the effect that every effort should be made to reduce the price of gas by indo- 
cing the various companies to amalgamate. Amalgamation had since gone @ 
until it had reached a gigantic size. And even one company, which was vy 
near to them, and which was the most ancient of all gas companies, the Cbs 
tered Gas Company, having been established in 1812, was amalgamated wit 
two others, for the supplying the City of London with gas. 
also amalgamated with three others outside the City for the manufacture o 
nies had followed the advice of Mr. 
uced the price of gas. The object, then, of the promoter 


Mr. Cardwell was 


gas. Those com 
gamating had 


the bill was to amalgamate with the other companies for the purpose of 


ing better and cheaper gas to the inhabitants of Barnet. The East Barnet &® 
Company came into existence in 1860, and the limits of its supply did 
inelude that district which the Barnet Company had a right to su 
could not, therefore, assist each other without amalgamating. T 


ting power of the East Barnet Gas was 14 candles, 
feet. The capital was £50,000, with somethin 
£10,000 recently issued. Now the East Barnet 
condition, and perfectly capable of supplyin 
company had borrowing powers to the extent 
£12,500 had not been raised. 


The CuarrMan asked if the capital was raised by the gas company, 


gas and water company combined. 


Serjeant Sarcoop, in reply, stated that the company raised the ¢ 4 
both objects. ‘he next company he would refer to was the Potters 
and Coke Company, which was started into existence in 1869, ue 
Companies Act, but had not any parliamentary powers, The P br eb fe 


like 


a ee 


Company had a capital of £6000, but the whole of that amou 


spent, and the exigencies arising in the matter had induced the 5 
to decide on raising £2000 more, Last year a bill was brought in, 





=< 
ould com, 


that the 
ould hare, 
After what had bee 


and they 


a 


vidual 


ere without som 


si 


Mi 


hat compasy 
Cardwell, and by smb 


They 


000 paid up, a 
as-Works were in an 
the entire district, and 
£12,500, and a further 


or by th 


thst 


but it 


ISSESBSsPssee ) 


eegasepetie 


Ege 


FE 
s 
aa] 


FveEE 
Fripee 


AL 


Foe 
Bsa 


Fate rEEt 








ao sae eS TM ee 2 


Senerw3w3 seus See 


FPERESSE SAS Pas & 


ok Fa 


Ser 


& 


FPeBRISSTRSSeSseae 


BQStFete SF LESRSPSRET ST SSErS 


March 26, 1872.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS: LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 





251 








not ed with, and that was by one of the companies desirous of amalga- 
mating. Their illuminating power was 14 candles, and the price 6s. per 
M00 feat over the entire district, The works of ‘that company were in very 

order, and in every way capable of supplying its own district, as well as 

et itself. The third company was formed in 1871, and its short history 
was this: There was an old company established for the manufacture of gas 
in the centre portion of the town of Barnet, with a capital of £4000 or £5000; 
and that company let the works out on a lease to Mr. Douglas. Ultimately 
the company, who thought they had better get rid of the gas-works altogether, 
gold them to Mr. Cathels, subject to the lease granted by Mr. Douglas. Now, 
Mr. Cathels was unsuccessfal in obtaining a bill in Parliament, and was opposed 
by Mr. Douglas, who succeeded in retaining possession. However, negotiations 
were entered into, and the Barnet Consumers Gas Company agreed to purchase 
from “the old company the gas-works in question, subject to the lease of Mr. 
vouglss, and likewise to buy the pant. The third company then was ushered 
into existence in that manner. 

The CHAIRMAN inquired the price charged for gas by the Barnet Company. 

Serjeant SARGOOD said 5s. 10d. per 1000 feet, subject to a discount of 10d. 
for prompt payment. That company lodged a bill for the present session, but 
ia consequence of negotiations between the three companies, it had not been 
prooveded with. Ultimately an agreement was entered into between the two 
companies first of all. Afterwards an agreement was entered into with the 
third, bearing date the 16th of February, 1872, stating the terms of the proposed 
amalgamation. But the practical intention of the bill was simply a scheme 
on the part of the Potter’s Bar Gas and Coke Company, that the three com- 

ies he had enumerated should be amalgamated together, and, of course, by 
that action the three separate companies dissolved. The amount of capital— 
$85,000—would be apportioned as follows: — East Barnet Gas Company, 
$50,000; the Barnet Gas Company, £30,000; and the Potter's Bar Gas and 
Coke Company, £5000. The illuminating power would be 14 sperm candles, 
and within the town the price would be 5s. per 1000 cubic feet, which was the 
eash price charged by the Barnet Gas Company, and 6s. outside a certain limit, 
and which was the same as charged by the East Barnet and Potter’s Bar Com- 
panies. The promoters likewise purpose to ask for borrowing powers to the 
amount ofone-fourth,which would be the usual amount allowed. The management 
of the company would devolve upon eleven directors—seven of the East Barnet, 
one of the Barnet Gas and Coke, and three of the Potter’s Bar Companies. He 
contended that such an apportionment of representation was not unreasonable, 
and as to the opposition against the bill, there was but one petition against it, 
and that was from the local board and the inhabitants of Barnet. But, then, 
their petition was against the old bill, which contained many things which 
were now inapplicable. 

Mr. SrerHens said he wished to state to their lordships that he had only re- 
ceived the extensive alterations which had been made, the night before; but, 
nevertheless, he was prepared to go on. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said that the amended bill was sent to his learned friend 
the day previous, with blanks left for insertion. In the evening those blanks 
were filled up and sent to him also. It was, no doubt, true that every one tried 
to get gas as good and as cheap as they could. Their lordships would hear what 
his learned friend had to state; but what the petitioners could have to say 
against the amalgamation of the three companies he was at a loss to conceive. 
The effect of the amalgamation must obviously be beneficial, inasmuch as the 
gas would be made better and at a cheaper rate. Mr. Sargood then said he 
would at once proceed to call evidence. 

Mr. Balfour, examined by Serjeant Sarcoop, said he was one of the directors 
ofthe East Barnet Gas Company, which obtained its Act in 1866. It was the 
only one of the three companies incorporated by Act of Parliament. It was 
proposed by the bill to incorporate the three companies, and obtain additional 
powers to raise £50,000 for the purpose of the Act, That was the only sum 
ogy to raise. The works of the East Barnet Company were close to the 

at Northern Railway, and the scheme proposed was for the amalgamation 

of the companies for the supply of gas from the East Barnet Company. The 
East Barnet works were at a low level, while the works at Barnet occupied a 
high level. The latter works would be discontinued if the present Dill passed, 
and the Potter’s Bar works would probably be used as auxiliary works if neces- 
sary. The 15th clause of the Act made the capital of £50,000, and the 20th 
clause referred to the additional capital of £50,000, while clause 50 referred to 
the price to be charged. The company now worked under the 6s. scale. He 
was a director also of the Potter’s Bar Gas and Coke Company, and its capital 
was £5000. It was incorporated in 1869. About £4000 of that capital was 
paid up. The Potter’s Bar Company had been supplying its own neighbourhood 
three years; and there was not any limit as to price, as it was not incor- 
porated; and the quality of the gas and the testing of the same was entirely a 
matter between the consumer and the company. The price charged was 6s. 
per 1000 cubic feet. The Potter’s Bar Company paid ‘a dividend of 4 per cent. 
0a the last occasion. Of course, under the present scheme the whole companies 
would be amalgamated, and the capital also. The three companies would then 
have a capital of £85,000, with power to raise £50,000 more, making £135,000. 
They would also have power to raise £6000 more. The names proposed as 
were Mr. Robert Wilkinson, Mr. Balfour, Mr. Bontems, Mr. Harris, 

Mr. Ford, Mr. S. Pontifex, Mr. W. Skelton, Mr. R. M. Massey, Mr. J. Glashier, 
Mr.C. Horsey, and Mr. W. Joslin. Out of that number, five resided in the 


Cross-examined by Mr. Sreruens: No dividend was paid by the Potter's 
Bar Company till last year. It then paid 4 per cent. dividend, and its capital 
up) was about £4300. Since the depositing of the bill in December that 
Mount had been paid, but previous to that time it was £3875. There was a 
last year about the Barnet Gas Bill, when it was thrown out. The prin- 
objection was the site. He had noconnexion at that time with the Barnet 
Gas Company, and he should think it would be about four or five miles of 
ground over which the proposed to extend their works. From East Barnet 
pipes were already laid to within a mile, and they had only to lay down 
& short iy Ae Barnet Hill. The works of the Barnet Gas Company 
bay in @ most dilapidated condition, and what was required would be a capital 
ald . Mr. Cathels was a civil engineer, and bought the works from the 
the een and the new company proposed to purchase them from him for 
sum of £12,000. He believed that there was only one agreement upon 
Which the bill was based that existed between the three companies. There was 
‘Separate agreement between the Potter’s Bar and the Barnet Companies, 


Me Wepyespay, Marc 13. ‘ 
by + Balfour resumed his evidence. He said that East Barnet was supplied 
+ mal at that place. The old company existed up to October last, 

the Barnet Consumers Company was formed, and bought it up. The 

se ag was made on the 2nd of February, 1872. The other agreement was 
16th of February. He could not say whether the agreement had been 
submitted to the shareholders; and he could not refer to any part of the bill 

Me to article 6 of the agreement. 

«VENISON: If the bill passes the agreements will become null and void. 
The Mr. Samuel Pontife, examined by Serjeant SarGoon. F 
jest Works at Potter’s Bar were sold to acompany. The mains were laid 
wai through the leading thoroughfares. They extended to Northaw. It was 


tleman’s mansion, and other places. They had 


at the works and all necessary appliances were also there, They had space at 
the works, to erect a building to light the whole district of Barnet. The local 
people gave them facilities, but if a gentleman wished his house lighted up they 
had to give notice to one or other of the local boards, who did not meet often, 
and sometimes not for a month. Under parliamen powers, two’ or three 
days notice would be sufficient. They had also been refused. The rental was 
£400, and the profits from £30 to £40. The Barnet Consumers Company could 
not carry on their works without great alterations, and great opposition to that 
company was owing to its works being in the middle of the town, At East 
Barnet they had capabilities for making 100,000 feet of gas per day, and had 
large holders quite sufficient to supply the whole district, without one shilling 
outlay. The great cry from outside was, “Do all you can to bring in your 
mains to supply us.” The only opposition came from some of those who paid 
5s., not from any who paid 6s. for their gas. That was at Barnet. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Srepuens: The price of gas at Barnet was 5s. 10d., 
subject to discount, if paid in a month. Knew that a bill having for its price 
78. was withdrawn last year. He believed that Mr. Cathels’s bill contained a 
charge of 5s., bat Mr. Douglas's bill did not comply with the Standing Orders. 
He knew nothing personally of the price being laid at 4s, 6d. in that bill. Under 
their own bill it was intended to continue the works at Potter's Bar. The bill 
was for lighting the whole of the district, and it contained a clause for amal- 
gamation. He should say that £100,000 would be sufficient capital to light 
that district, but that would depend upon the space of ground, and how often 
they had to come to Parliament. Mr, Harold's house was near the gas-works, 
and he signed the petition in order to get the Barnet works removed. 

Re-examined by Serjeant Sarcoop: They proposed to provide gas at a uni- 
form price of 5s, Coming to Parliament to extend their works was very ex- 
pensive, which they desired to avoid, and they asked for the present capital as 
only adequate to their wants. 

Mr. Bontems, examined by Mr. Denison. 

He was director of the East Barnet Company, and that company was a long 
way off the maximum dividend allowed them—4 per cent. below it. The 
rental was £5300, and was increasing. The quality of gas by the Act was 14 
candles, but they made it considerably better. The shareholders of his company, 
he thought, approved of the bill, and he had not heard of any expression of 
opinion against it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. StepHens: At the last shareholders meeting he 
objected to the agreement of the 16th of February being discussed, because the 
directors were not then in a position to discuss or explain it. 


Re-examined by Mr. Dentson: He had taken part in the City gas question, 
and was well conversant with gas matters. : 


Mr. G. Brooks, examined by Mr. THomas. 

He was secretary of the Barnet Consumers Gis Company, and it was regis- 
tered in October; its nominal capital being £3000. It supplied old Barnet 
with gas, having no parliamentary powers, aud was not subject to any restric- 
tion. His company bought up the interest of the lessees under the old com- 
pany. His company were now supplying gas to the town of Barnet. There 
were competing bills, which ended in the withdrawal of one. Agreements were 
entered into ultimately with the three companies. This was agreed to by the 
shareholders of his company, but he knew nothing of the Potter’s Bar share- 
holders, The number of consumers was 314, and the rental for the Christmas 
quarter was £558; and from the public lamps £102 9s. The meter-rent was 
£20 17s. 6d. For the Michaelmas quarter the rental was £258 3s. 1d., but no 
public lamps were charged for this quarter. The meter-rent was £12 6s. 
Applications had been made to lay on fresh mains, and the general feeling in 
the town was dissatisfaction with the present site. The general feeling was in 
favour of amalgamation, on behalf of which there had been a petition signed by 
upwards of 70 names. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sreruens: The old company leased its works and 
drew its profits from the rent received from the lessee. Mr. Cathels proposed 
to obtain the parliamentary powers, but that bill was thrown out. He did not 
know for a fact that it was opposed by the old company. He could not say 
what was the amount expended by them as the lessors of Messrs. Douglas. 
They knew nothing of the old company. They purchased from Mr, Cathels; 
£8000 was given by Mr. Cathels; and his (witness’s) company gave him £8500, 
and paid also a further sum of £2380 for land, possession, &c. The rest of the 
£12,000 was made up of parliamentary expenses. They proposed to sink all 
this into an amalgamated company. He believed there was a clause in the bill 
for the purchase of land for the erection of works. 

Re-examined by Mr. Denison: Mr, Cathels was the engineer of the Crystal 
Palace District Gas Company, and well able to judge of the value of the works 
he bought from the old company, 

Mr. Glashier, examined by Serjeant Sarcoop. 

He had given his attention to gas matters, and was chairman of the Barnét 
Consumers Company. He thought it was most desirable to amalgamate. The 
gas-works in the middle of the town were very objectionable. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sterpnens: He visited the works several times. 
From the first he contemplated the erection of new works; and it was impos- 
sible to continue the old works. There was so strong a feeling exhibited by the 
inhabitants that he was as anxious as themselves to get rid of the nuisance. 
The East Barnet pipes came near to Barnet, and it was contemplated by the 
amalgamation to bring the gas through their pipes to Barnet. The works at 
East Barnet were in good order, and could make gas enough to supply the whole 
district for some time to come. 


Mr. F. 8. Wild, barrister-at-law, examined by Mr. Toomas. 

He said that he resided close to Barnet. He had ss for gas to the Barnet 
Company, but had been unable to get it laid on. The general feeling was in 
favour of amalgamation. He did not know, as a matter of fact, that 5s. 10d. per 
1000 feet was the price charged by the Barnet Consumers Company, but he did 
not think that 5s., as proposed by the bill, would be too much, 

Cross-examined by Mr. SterHens: Was a director of a surburban company at 
Bromley, and that company —— a district extending quite as far as Barnet 
from East Barnet. He had not heard of any consumer being dissatisfied with 
the price of gas at Barnet. Had heard that some had stated 4s. 6d. should be 
the price, but that he thought was unreasonable. 

Re-examined by Mr. Denison: The clause in the Barnet Bill last year con- 
tained a 6s. price, and that was the only bill last year. 

Mr. W. Cowing, proprietor of the Barnet Press, examined by Mr. DEentson. 
Had been an inhabitant of Barnet for 38 years. He took a great interest in 
the gas question, and wished the old works removed. He approved of the 
aaa for amalgamation, and was satisfied that public opinion was in favour 
of it. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Sternens: He was one of the town committee last 
year, and had taken an active in the gas question. Having regard to all 
the circumstances, he considered the price now proposed was fair. As a share- 
holder in the Barnet Gas Consumers Company, and as one of the largest con- 
sumers of gas, he was perfectly satisfied with it. 

By Mr. Denison: Was one of those who would like to have gas at 4s. 6d. per 
1000 feet, but as a shareholder he did not believe{the company could afford to 
make it at that price. As an editor of a newspaper he knew pretty well what 
was going on at the local board, 

Mr. Allen, examined by Mr. Denison. 
Had been.a member of the local board. At that board « resolution was 





the of gentlemen’s seats; and they had also applications to extend 
Mains to a 
inch retorts, making 18,000 feet of gas per day. The manager’s house was 


passed, by a majority of one, to promote the petition agains} this year's bill. 
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Mr. John Duckworth, examined by Mr. THomAs. 

He bad retired from business, but had been for 40 years a land agent at 
Hadley, Barnet, He was supplied with gas from the Barnet Company, and very 
badly. He wasin favour of the scheme proposed, as the only way in which they 
could obtain gas good, and at a fair price; 5s. he considered to be a fair : oaey 
He was of opinion that, in the interest of Barnet, the bill should be passe 

Cross-examined by Mr. SrepHens: Was a shareholder in the old and also 
in the new Barnet Gas Company; but he did not know, personally, that 
£12,000 was given for the old works. The committee had to do with that. He 
had been chairman of the local board, and that usually gave permission to the 
company to lay down mains. : 

Mr. R. P. Spice, civil engineer, examined by Mr, Denison. 

He appeared as engineer against the bill last year, but was at present 
actin or the promoters of the present bill. Last year he backed up those who 
stated that the existing works at Barnet were a nuisance. He believed they 
were a nuisance} still. Mr. Cathels had the possession of the works, and the 
new company were obliged to deal with him. Mr. Cathels was not a likely 
man to give £8000 for works if they were not worth the money. The best 
course would be to make the gas at East Barnet. As to Potter’s Bar, they could 
keep that for tem ry convenience if they thought proper. East Barnet was 
at a low level, aaa more advantageous for | fete woo especially as it was 
near the railway. He believed 6s. was a fair price in that district generally ; 
and the price reduced from 5s. 10d. to 5s. in the more populated locality. 

Cross-examined by Mr. SrrpHens: He had no recollection of saying, at any 
time, that 4s. 6d. was a fair price. He was confident that no gas could be 
supplied at Barnet proper alone under 6s. per 1000 feet to pay a dividend of 
5 per cent. on the capital employed. When he appeared for Mr. Douglas last 
year he did say that £8000 was 23060 too much for the purchase. However, 
£8500 had been given for the works, and he felt bound to accept that as the 
value. The town of Barnet could not be supplied with so much benefit from 
any other source as from East Barnet. ; ; 

Thomas G. Barlow, Esq., civil engineer, examined by Serjeant Sarcoop, 

Parts of Barnet are increasing ; East Barnet and Potter’s Bar especially. The 
demand for was also increasing. £50,000 was not an out-of-the-way capital 
to ask for. Fe was the first to suggest the amalgamation of companies 16 years 
ago, and Mr. Cardwell’s commnlttes looked at his suggestion with great favour, 
as it would have a tendency to reduce the price of gas. There was about three 
acresof ground available for the works at East Barnet. ‘The total length of mains of 
the three companies was about 35 miles, and the total rental, £6000. Barnet 

roper was the most dense in population, and had about £20,000 a year rental. 

e thought that 5s. for Barnet, and 6s. for the out-district, very fair. Having 
regard to supplying the railway at 4s. 6d., he might say that they were large 
consumers, and 4s. 6d. from them might be as good as 5s. or even 6s. from others. 
The Crystal Palace district was much better than the Barnet district, and the 
Act gave that company powers to supply 12-candle gas at 6s. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Srepnens: Did not think the local board had power 
to authorize the laying down of mains. They could stand by and look on, 
but an indictment could be preferred. He supposed East Barnet could supply 
Barnet at once if required. f 

Serjeant Sarcoop: As regards the opening of the ground, physically they 
could, but legally they could not. A clause in their Act prevented them at 
present extending into Barnet. 

Mr. Penny, civil engineer, examined by Mr. Tomas. 

He thought the scheme a one, and that Barnet proper would be the 
greatest benefiter from it. He had had experience under arbitration for the 
sale of works, and he considered that if the Barnet works had been sold in the 
ordinary way by arbitration, they would have fetched something like £11,000. 
The works represented a fresh company, and therefore became more valuable. 
The amount of profit he would say might be £800 a year, and that at 16 years 
purchase would make about £11,000, the sum which would realize 6 per cent. 

Mr, Jabez Church, civil engineer, examined by Serjeant Sarcoop. 

Was consulting engineer to the Colney Hatch Company and the Hornsey 
Company. He should think Colney Hatch district was the size of East Barnet. 
The price, at the former place, under the Act, was 5s., and they had never paid 
more than 5 per cent, but had more often 44 percent. At peed the price 
was 5s. The district adjoining East Barnet, he considered, would double in 
seven years. 

Cross-examined by Mr. SrerHens: Hornsey gas was 5s. The Imperial 
Company supplied part of Highgate at, of. course, a less price. The district is 
outlying, and he did not know what the Imperial Gas Company charged. The 
price at Wood Green, in the Tottenham district, was 4s.; at Southgate, 5s. 

This closed the case for the promoters of the bill. 

Mr. SrerHens then addressed their lordships for the petitioners against the 
bill. He said he would accept the case as put by the promoters. He contended 
that the promoters had not made out their case, and it was not at all unfair to 
say that the evidence of the promoters was strictly of a professional and in- 
terested description, and also that the witnesses were either directors or share- 
holders, or in some other way interested parties. He would simply ask what 
were the points. The three companies sought for amalgamation. He appeared 
for those who lived in what was called the most remunerative district, He 
considered it was a speculation on the part of the promoters of the Barnet Bill, 
who were unsuccessful last year. Barnet had, however, not only a local supply, 
but had also Potter's Bar to the north and East Barnet on the other side, and if 
ever a place could be supplied on remunerative terms, certainly that place was 
Barnet. Mr. Spice had stated that he was called before the committee last year to 
represent the interest of Messrs. Douglas against Mr. Cathels, who was then seek- 
ing parliamen powers over the debated district. The Barnet Consumers 
Company was the central link in the chain, and it was formed in October to 

ure existing interests, They purchased for a price the right of the then 

older, and now wished to sell the same indirectly for £30,000 to the new 
company. He considered that he should not be egy ta duty if he did not 
say it was a bill not at all suited to the district. Witnesses held that the 
works were only fit to be abandoned. But it would possibly be in the recol- 
lection of their lordships with what difficulty he extracted from the witnesses 
the fact of the agreements having been entered into. And the secretary 
coald not deny that he had given a formal written notice for the considering 
of one partic agreement by the shareholders. Throughout the whole of 
that agreement, the parties to it eontemplated the probable rejection of the bill. 

Serjeant SarGoop observed that he had stated there bad been an agreement 
between two companies who had no statutory powers. There was also a sub- 

uent agreement for amalgamation. 

r. SrepHens said that it was not until he extracted the fact from the 
witness that the third agreement was produced. The fact was, two bills had 
been introduced, one called the Potter’s Bar Gas and Coke Company, and the 
other the Barnet Gas Consumers Company; and down to February the 2nd 
they were competitive bills. That was distinctly cited in the early part of 
the agreement dated February the 2nd. When they came to February the 
27th, they found for the first time that the East Barnet Company was men- 
tioned, aad that was the one.spoken of by Mr. Bontems, and which he advised 
the shareholders not to discuss, because the board of directors were not pre- 
pared todo so. The promoters bill contained 59 clauses and a preamble, and 
the whole of the preamble had been abandoned, The bill was clearly a new 
bill with a new title, promoted by fresh persons for new objects, and there were 
but five clauses of the ol4 bill which remained. The capital sought to be raised 
bythe united companies was. £170,000, and that, too, in an agricultural | 


hill were certain ratepayers, and the ground of opposition was that of expense, 





district. He contended that was an enormous amount to ask for, and this was 





also confirmed by one of the promoters witnesses (Mr. Wild). The scheme 
had come upon his clients by surprise, and the question he wished their lord. 
ships to bear in mind was one of price, and that only. The promoters of the 
bill came to them arguing economy; but with their bill, any advantages to the 
consumers, with such a loan capital as proposed, they would be bound hang 
and foot; and he would, in conclusion, ask their lordships to take into eon. 
sideration all the bearings of the case, and then he had every confidence that 
the bill would be thrown out. 

The room was then cleared, and after a short time the public were Te. 
admitted, and the CHAIRMAN stated that the committee had decided that the 
preamble of the bill was not proved, 
















DUNDEE WATER BILL. 
Turspay, Marca 12. 

Mr. Denison, Q.C., Mr. Crerk, Q.C., and Mr. Sarress WILt appeared for 
the promoters; and Mr. Ropwe.t, Q.C., and Mr. BrppeEr tor the petitiog 
against the bill. 

Mr. Denison said the bill wasa very simple one in itself, being one just for the 
establishment of certain water-works in a certain place. The objectors to the 










Last year a bill was brought in to construct works for £250,000. But the 
present bill made a diversion of the method by which the water was to 
be obtained, by a diversion of the route by 15 miles out of the originall 
named 32 miles. That would effect a saving of £30,000 out of the £250,009, 
The bill was brought in for no other purpose than to make the works complete, 
with £30,000 less than powers were obtained a bill for last year. The commis. 
sioners of Dundee established in 1868-9 a company, but up to that time there 
had been no water-works company in existence, At that time the water com- 
pany was bought out, and investedin some public trust. In Scotland, it would 
appear that the commissioners are a distinct body from the corporation, and it 
was the commissioners who had to carry into effect the provisions of the Act, 
In 1869, a very distinguished water engineer, Mr. Leslie, was employed to 
investigate the source of supply, and to ascertain what new source of 
supply could be obtained, and he found a place. Up to that{time they had 
the Monikie district, from which they got a supply; but that supply was not 
sufficient in the present day. The real question, then, was as to whether the 
water should be brought from Dundee by a circuit of 32 miles when it could be 
brought to where it was required in 17 miles. The bill was a diversion bill, 
It was thought extremely desirable to take advantage of the bargain. The route 
question was an open one. There was some attempt last year by the rate. 
payers to oppose the bill, but as it was represented to them it would be very 
foolish todo so, They did not do so, and they were satisfied to let the bill pass 
with the direct understanding that the direct route should be given. Mr. 
Robertson, one of the objectors to the bill, seemed to him to be very much like 
& person who, having once committed himself to a thing, did not like to giye it 
up. Mr. Robertson was, in fact, the instigator of the opposition; but in the 
end a large majority preponderates over a small minority. Mr. Bateman, the 
civil engineer of last year, was not the projector of the conclusion of the com- 
mittee. He adopted merely their conclusion for a circuitous route. He con- 
tended that Mr. Robertson had no business to sign the petition, because he had 
no pecuniary interest in it. He had works in Dundee, it was true, but he only 
paid the public rate of one penny in the pound. He did not pay the rate in 
question. It was just the same with thirteen others of the opposition. The 
petitioners altogether only paid, or would pay, £145 of the rate in question (the 
water-rate) out of more than £20,000 per year. The only rate in question was 
what was called a domestic rate, and out of 24,000 ratepayers paying about 
£20,000, only 38 ratepayers were paying £145. Last year a deputation 
of the ratepayers came to the promoters of the present bill, and asked them to 
postpone it, and it was only by explaining that the route was an open ques- 
tion that they gave way. The features there had been an election for a seat in 
the Town Council last November, when there was a good opportunity of testing 
public opinion. The water bill was also discussed at that time, and there seemed 
to bé a unanimous opinion in favour of what may be termed a direct route, 
Another point was, that out of 24,000 inhabitants, the petition was signed by 
8000 in favour of the bill. Those were two strong facts. Again, the divisions 
in the Town Council were by large majorities in favour of the direct route. He 
was told that there was a post of honour called a baillie, and there seemed to 
have been a division among the board, of which it was alleged Mr. Robertson 
took advantage, and thus was able to secure a certain gentleman to fill the 
Office of baillie, and who supported him in the Town Council, but without 
success. At one small meeting Mr. Robertson was very nearly having s 
division. One small circumstance had occurred since, and that was an election 
at Broughton Ferry. One gentleman was rejected, and a gentleman in favour 
of the bill was returned. Those were a few outlines of the facts. Mr. Denison 
then referred to the terms of the bill, and stated that the plans were prepared 
by Mr. Bateman, under the instructions of the commissioners, and wf 
deposited in the usual manner in November, 1870, and became, in fact, the b 
eutered by the commissioners of Dundee last session, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing a water supply from Melgam Lintrethen. Having got the water-works and 
reservoirs established, and paid £400,000, the scheme of Mr. Robertson would, 
if allowed, positively waste alithat. The Monikie water was not bad water. 
But supposing that the Monikie water should not be good for drinking pute 
poses, the pipes were laid, and the water could be used exclusively for manu- 
facturing purposes. s 

The hrm suggested to the learned counsel that the question was on 
of locus standi. 

Mr. Denison then read the petition, and contended that the commissioners 
had contemplated the Act long before last session. The scheme was for s 
direct route. to a locus standi, he contended that the promoters 
in their favour, Ifthere was any danger to life and property, it was by the 
circuitous route. The whole cost of the scheme was to be paid by the ral 
payers of Dundee, it was said. That was not altogether correct. They forgot 
the scheme was to save £30,000. The cost ofthe Act of 1871 was upwards 
£5000 it was said also, but that was untrue, as it did not cost half the 
But if it did, he considered that it was a cheap expenditure to get such 8 Sup 
of water. There were 28 commissioners, and eight of them had signed 
the bill; and the rule of their lordships House was that the minority on he 
not be heard. Last year, or the year before, there was the Kilmarnock Bil 
imposing a new tax. The population in Kilmarnock was 14,000 against 120,00 
in eee and he contended that where there was an opposition so insign! al 
as in the present case, theirlordships would notlisten to it. Mr. Robertson thst 
himself said in December last, at a public meeting, that notwithstanding all . 
had been written against the scheme, he believed it would be a blessing 
Dundee, and ifthe public wished a direct route, he felt bound to assist in carty- 
ing it out. In conclusion, the learned counsel said the bill was one for “ 
money, and asked the committee not to listen to an opposition start 
determined man. Jjordabips 

Mr. RopwELt replied on the part of the petitioners, and asked their oe 
if they could believe what his learned friend had tried to impress upon to the 
a fact, namely, that Mr. Bateman, the engineer, had tted hi 
scheme. The statement made in the petition could be proved by Mr. Bateman, 
if necessary, and he would say that the scheme, so far from being a0 iT 
ment, would increase the expense and give a diminished supply of press So 
referred to a meeting held only a fortnight ago, on Feb. 29, when said thst 
15 commissioners for the bill,and 13 against it. Again, Mr. Denison had 
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CC 
the ratepayers had no right to be heard, because they were represented by the 
issioners. He had it that a vast number of the ratepayers opposed the bill. 
If eight of the commissioners showed their sincerity by opposing the bill, it did 
away with his Jearned friend's argument of unanimity. In the case of Kilmar- 
pock, cited by his learned friend, he begged to state that the ratepayers were 
. He believed it to be simply a diversion line; but whether or not it would 
be better +o substitute that at an increased expense, together with a diminished 
water supply, in preference to the Act obtained last session, would be a question 
for their lordships. He asked the committee, in conclusion, not to drive his 
dients from the room, who, ke said, had a bond fide desire to be heard, nor to 
the bill as an upset bill. : 
Mr. CLARK said, as regarded the locus standi of the promoters, 8000 persons 
were in favour of the bill, and on one occasion the vote was carried by 15, 
inst 13 in its favour. If there was such a strong feeling against the bill, he 
would ask how it was only 8 out of 28 commissioners signed the petition 
inst it. He contended that the opposition had entirely failed in their attempt 
at locus stands, and the bill of last year was unopposed on the ground that the 
question of route should be an open question. 
No evidence was called on either side, and the room was then cleared for the 
consultation of the committee. ; 
The public were shortly after readmitted, when the chairman announced 
that the ratepayers of Dundee had no locus standi, and the bill was therefore 
sent to Lord Redesdale as an unopposed bill. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
(Before Captain Ecrrton, Chairman; Mr.F ercner, Mr. GREVILLE NUGENT, 
and Viscount Manon. Referee, Mr. BonnAM-CARTER.) 
Turspay, Marcu 12. 
THE GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

Mr. Denison, Q.C., Serjeant Sarcoop, and the Hon, AsHLEY GLYNN ap- 
peared for the promoters; and Mr. Puitsricx for the Metropolitan Board of 
Works. A petition against the bill had been presented by the Corporation of 
the City of London, but there was no appearance upon it. 

Mr. Denison, in opening the case on behalf of the promoters, said this was a 
billtoamend The Gaslight and Coke Company’s Act, 1868. The popular name of 
theeompany was the Chartered Gas Company, so called because it was first incor- 

by # Royal Charter in 1812, though it had subsequently obtained many 
Acts of Parliament. The present bill was the result of the legislation of 1867 and 
1368, in both of which years committees, presided over by Mr. Cardwell, had 
sat upon the <y ry of the London gas supply. In 1867 the committee produced 
ateport, which had since been generally taken as a sort of text for parliamentary 
ings in that House, subject to some qualifications introduced by the Act 
of 1869; and in 1868 Mr. Cardwell’s committee, acted upon the report pre- 
sented in 1867, the result being the City Gas Act. In the same year, 1868, the 
Chartered Company had an Act of their own, which consolidated all their pre- 
vious Acts, and put them to a considerable extent upon a new basis, in con- 
formity with the recommendations of Mr. Cardwell’s committee of the previous 
. That committee, amongst other things, reported that the extensive 
asked for by the Chartered Company, and also by the Imperial Com- 
pany, were calculated to throw obstacles in the way of future competition, and 
the committee were not prepared to entertain them until the general system of 
supply should have been first placed on a more satisfactory basis; that the set- 
tlement must provide for the improved administration of the system by reduced 
expenditure ; and the committee thought that by the amalgamation of some of 
the companies, and improved arrangements of the districts, that object might be 
easily obtained. In 1848, Mr. Cardwell said to the Chartered Company—who 
were in Parliament for a bill to consolidate their Acts, and for power to carry 
their works to Beckton—that the bill should not pass unless there was embodied 
in it a provision for amalgamation. The company knew those provisions would 
reduce their dividends for atime—and, in fact, they had done so—but partly from 
the urgency of the committee, and partly from other things, they consented to 
that reduction of dividend, and their Act was passed. After pointing out to 
thecommittee the circumstances under which the Chartered Company amal- 
gamated with the City of London and Great Central Companies, and subse- 
quently with the Victoria Docks and the Equitable Gas Companies, the learned 
counsel said that the only portion of the present bill which was opposed by the 
Metropolitan Board was that which onthstiens the company to increase their 
capital by one million pounds; and one would have thought that the company 
ro have been allowed to do that without being meddled with by any- 
y- The Metropolitan Board, however, which had the power of pay- 
its expenses out of the public funds and rates, seemed to think 
ise, and the referees allowed them locus standi, although the company 
een to increase their capital, subject to the same powers of regulation, 
audit, revision, and gas inspection of every kind that was imposed upon them 
in 1868. The Metropolitan Board objected to the increase of capital upon the 
ground that the company would be able thereby—to put it shortly—to levy 
tates upon the metropolis to pay a dividend upon a larger portion of capital 
than was required. Supposing there were no limitation on anything the com- 
pany could do, there might be something in the statement; they might issue 
and keep their price up in order to pay the authorized dividend by Mr. 
Cardwell’s Act of 10 per cent. upon the capital. He said “ authorized dividend 
of 10 per cent.’”’ because the Metropolitan Board might, for aught he knew, 
attempt to reduce that dividend; which was a matter which had been dealt with 
teveral times over. It was a subject of a great deal of discussion in 1867, 1868, 
and 1869, and if it was not in 1870 and 1871, it was because the Metropolitan 
knew it was of no use. In 1868 it was contended—as it often had been— 
that although it might not have been right to interfere with the dividends upon 
the old ae the new capital ought to be limited to something much less— 
‘ome people said 7, and some 5 per cent.—but although Mr. Cardwell put upon 
company regulations stringent enough in all conscience, he would not in- 
trfere with that; and in the 68th clause it was expressly provided that in any 
n of prices which might be called for by the Metropolitan Board, or by 
the action of certain commissioners, the commissioners were to have regard to 
the ability of the company to pay 10 ~ cent. upon all their capital. 
. Parsrick: Ten per cent. or the prescribed rate. 
. Denison said that was because at that time certain rates had been pre- 
— upon certain portions of the existing capital. Though the Imperial 
furs certain capital at 7 per cent., and some companies might have 
lees, he (Mr, Denison) did not think he would be contradicted when he said 


was an attempt made to get Parliament to say the prescribed dividend 
ay the new capital should be 7 per cent., and that it failed, as it failed again in 
alee the South Metropolitan Company applied to Parliament to increase 
aan! by £250,000. The Metropolitan Board tried to insert 7 per cent. 
prescribed rate of dividend; but he (Mr. Denison), as the counsel for the 
Pa » maintained the 10 per cent. three times over, because that bill was 
of all passed by an ordinary committee, and on the Metropolitan Board 

it recommitted the 10 percent. was again given. The Metropolitan Board 

peor ing it over again in the House of Lords, and that House also gave 10 per 
both 80 that he might say that four times over by legislation Parliament, in 
Cardw, aoa had distinctly affirmed that when companies came under Mr. 
10 § regulations they should, at the same time, have the benefit of earn- 
Gene if they could. In the case of another London company, where 
ine hot afford to come under Mr. Cardwell’s regulations, he acquiesced 
id a tmaller dividend, but that was not the case here. This company 
~ome under those regulations, and what he asked was for the com- 





mittee simply to adhere to the legislation repeated by Parliament 
four or five times over—that if they could by due care and management, 
and with the benefit of the amalgamation LN poy they had extended as far as 
they could) earn 10 per cent., they should be entitled to do so stilL One 
advantage the company had offered to the public was the ing of the gas- 
works out of town, about which everybody knew continual Poses tat were made. 
That was what they offered, and they found it necessary, as the works were 
executed, to do more than they contemplated. He did not pretend to say the 
company wanted to spenéc a million at that moment, but every one knew that in, 
gas-works as in water-works, money must be provided for years to come. The 
Chartered Company were now supplying the whole of the City, the coneump- 
tion in which was no less thanjthree-fifths of the whole consumption of the eom- 
pany’s district; therefore it would be thought that if anybody were concerned in 
the matter it would be the City of London, but the City was silent and did not 
oppose this bill. It was only the ubiquitous Board of Works which opposed— 
a body which had become so ubiquitous that it had been thought necessary to 
have a return in Parliament of the number of bills they opposed last session. 
What the number was he did not know, but he did know oe his own expe- 
rience that there was not a metropolitan pie into which they did not claim to 
have their fingers. They generally got snubbed, but it did not matter; — | 
did not pay their own expenses, as they had managed to get a bill throug 
Parliament to exempt them from that. In their petition the Me itan 
Board said the petitioners would be injuriously affected by section 4. But how 
would they be seriously affected? Would it enable the company to raise the price 
or to pay a dividend upon capital not actually wanted? Certainly not; because 
there were auditors appointed—which was part of Mr. Cardwell’s scheme, to 
audit the accounts every year; and if they found any capital had been called 
up which was not wanted for executing the works, they disallowed the dividend 
relating to that capital. That legislation would remain, and therefore how they 
could be injuriously affected by the company increasing their capital he (Mr. 
Denison) could not understand. Of course, it followed that if they were not 
allowed to raise capital for the improvement and increase of the works when it 
was wanted, they could not do two things—they could not give what they 
were bound to give—viz., a supply to everybody who called for it, and they 
could not make any improvement. He would tell the committee that before now 
the auditors had disa!lowed various sums in the accounts, and had stopped the 
dividends, all of which they were authorized to do, and they could not have 
larger powers. Then the Metropolitan Board objected to the clause in the pro- 
posed bill, allowing the company to sell any surplus land, and apply the proceeds 
to defraying the expenses of any new works they were authorized to make. 
The company have been obliged to buy certain fringes of land which they did 
not really want, and they would also be able gradually to sell off portions of the 
existing works when their new works were completed, and the objection was 
that instead or going through the roundabout process of first turning the pre 
ceeds of those sales into capital,and then coming to Parliament to increase their 
capital by so much more, they did it by one operation instead of two. Putting 
the value of surplus lands at £200,000, for the sake of argument, the company 
would want, in a few years, say £120,000. If they had gone through the double 
rocess they must first have applied £200,000 of the surplus capital, and written 
it off according to the provisions of the Act, and then have come to Parliament 
and asked for £1,200,000 instead of £1,000,000; and that was what the board 
were making a fuss about. Then they said that as by the provisions of the 
City of London Gas Act, 1868, the profits made by the company over 10 per 
cent., after providing for the reserve-fund were to be applied in reducing the 
price or increasing the illuminating power, the gas consumers were interested 
in seeing that any new capital required should be raised on the most -conomical 
terms; and that as the market value of the shares was considerably above par, 
if additional capital was to be raised by the creation of new shares, clauses 
should be inserted in the bill, that the full market value of such shares should 
be paid to the company; and the petitioners submitted that any new capital 
required should be raised by loan and not by shares. That suggested two 
things. In substance it meant that the shares should be sold by auction 
instead of being assigned as the law directed by the Companies Clauses Act. 
That again was matter within Mr. Cardwell’s review in 1868, and nothing could 
have been easier than for Mr. Cardwell, if he had thought fit, to direct that, 
instead of the new capital being distributed over the whole of the shareholders, 
it should have been sold by auction. In some special cases in the country it 
had been done, but metropolitan gas legislation had always been treated sepa- 
rately from country legislation—in some respects by very much more severe 
restrictions, and in others not so severe. In no country case, so far as he (Mr. 
Denison) knew, were auditors established with the power they had to stop divi- 
dends if they thought money had been improvidently spent; and that was the 
real security—that was the way to get a reduction in price or increase of power 
from time to time. He thought the committee would agree that Mr. Cardwell’s 
committee were right in this if anything, that it was important there should be 
through the metropolis as much uniformity of legislation as possible. He said 
“as possible” because he well knew that companies being in different financial 
circumstances could not all be charging the same price and giving the same 
illuminating power. It was hoped by Mr. Cardwell, from the operation of the 
amalgamations, the scheme being gradually effected, that by degrees ee 
uniformity was to be established; but if the committee were to begin nibbling 
at that legislation on the suggestion of the Metropolitan Board—that in one case 
shares were to be sold by auction, and in other cases something else was to be 
done—Mr. Cardwell’s Act ought to be repealed instead of being adopted by the 
House of Commons, and amalgamation ought to be discouraged instead of 
encouraged, and it was obvious that would put an end to the uniformity of 
everything. The last part of the paragraph amounted to absurdity, because the 
board actually suggested that the rule of Parliament should be broken, and that 
the whole of the money should be raised by loan and not by shares. Supposing 
the company had been idiotic enough to bring in a bill of that sort, it would have 
been stopped, because there was one thing about which the authorities of the 
House were vigorous, and that was not to allow the borrowing powers to exceed 
a certain proportion of the capital. That was a sufficient answer to the all 
tion. Then the Metropolitan Board said the company obtained many valuable 
concessions from Parliament by the City of London Gas Act and The Gaslight 
and Coke Company's Act of 1868; but what the company obtained in the way 
of concession he (Mr. Denison) did not know, although he knew they made 
plenty—so many that the Chartered Company was regarded by the other com- 
panies as traitors to the cause. The only concession they obtained was the 
passing of the bill to take the works to kton, which was rather for the 
benefit of the metropolis than the company. The dividends had been reduced, 
and they had not reached the 10 per cent., or only just. For two years they had 
suffered a sort of confiscation of dividend, as they told Mr. Cardwell the 
should if they submitted to his recommendations. The next paragraph said, 
“ That with a view to secure economy, the said committee in passing the said 
City of London Gas Act, 1868, introduced clauses providing for the amalgama- 
tion of the gas companies, which powers The Gaslight and Coke Company have 
largely adopted ”"—he thought they might give them credit for that—* but so 
far from such amalgamations having resulted in economy or saving to the 
consumers, it would appear by the said bill that beyond the amalgamated 
capitals of the companies a large additional capital is required, involving a 
great increase of expenditure.” That was a nice piece of logic; because in 
former years the companies had, in compliance with the recommendations of 
Parliament, carried the works vut of London, and now required more money; 
therefore it was to be inferred that eer igs yo ge had not saved any money. 
Why, if the companies had not amalgamated, they must have gone on enlarging 
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their works, and, instead of enlarging one set of works at Beckton, they must 
have increased three, or four, or five sets of works, because they had absorbed 
four companies amongst themselves; and that being so, the board were foolish 
enough to say that the amalgamation had not saved money, but had caused 
an increase of expenditure. Then they said that an excessive expenditure had 
been made upon the new works at Beckton, and the works had been so de- 
fectively executed that serious loss had been occasioned by an explosion of 
gteat magnitude. First of all that was not true, but there were auditors espe- 
cially appointed to deal with that; and if those auditors, or the commissioners, 
found that the works had been defectively executed, and that there had been 
excessive éxpenditure and a sérious loss had been occasioned by those opera- 
tions, they might stop the dividend. The committee knew that, in the famous 
case of Higgs, the company concerned had to bear the loss of £70,000, and 
they lost their dividends. As to the explosion, it seemed there was some 
small foundation for a statement of that kind. There had been a trifling acci- 
dent, but that affected the contractor and not the company. “That, before 
sanctioning any further addition to the capital of the company, your petitioners 
humbly submit that Parliament, in the interest of the gas consumers, should 
insist upon a careful investigation of the expenditure of the company.” He 
(Mr. Denison) had no objection to the committee doing so if they wished, but 
he left them to judge whether the auditor appointed by the Board of Trade was 
not sufficient. “That the present bill should cont#in clauses more effectually 
securing the purity of the gas supplied by the company;” that was to say, that 
the legislation of 1868 should be altered in that respect. The petitioners then 
stibmitted that it would be in the highest degree inequitable to the gas con- 
sumers to allow the 59th section and clauses in the scheme referred to in sec- 
tion 12 of the present bill to be repealed or altered, as that would be grant- 
ing to the company permission to retain the benefits conferred by the legis- 
lation of 1868, and at the same time to recede from the obligations im- 
posed by Parliament as the consideration for such benefits; and that the 
greatest inconvenience would arise if Parliament, at the instance of the gas 
pray meee altered the legislation of 1868 in their favour. In reply to that, 
the learned counsel said the company did not want to alter that legislation in 
the least; they were acting in conformity with it in every respect. 

The following evidence was then called :— 

The Hon. R. H. Browne, examined by Mr. ASHLEY GLYN. 

I am deputy-governor of the Chartered Gaslight and Coke Company, which 
was the first established in London, being originally incorporated by Royal 
Charter. The share capital of the company at present is £2,550,000, of which 
£2,450,000 has been paid up. Of the Chartered Company proper, up to 1868 
there was £900,000 subscribed for and paid up, In 1868, under the company’s 
Act, £650,000 additional capital was created. The subscribed capital of the 
Victoria Docks Company, which was amalgamated subsequent to that year, 
was £100,000, of which £50,000 was paid up; the City Gas Company, £400,000 
subscribed and paid up; the Great Central, £200,000 subscribed and paid up; 
and the Equitable, £300,000 all paid up, These five companies now comprise 
or make up the Chartered Company. The borrowing powers of the company 
previous to 1848 were £300,000, upon the £900,000 then raised. In respect of 
the £650,000 new capital of 1868, the borrowing powers were £162,500, of which 
£112,500 was actually borrowed. The Victoria Docks borrowing powers were 
£25,000, none of which have been exercised; the City Company, £60,000; and 
the Great Central, £66,000, all of which has been raised. The present bill gives 

wer to raise further share capital to the extent of one million, and to borrow 
in respect of that capital £250,000, or one-fourth, which is rather less than the 
ordinary proportion. The company supply three districts—first, the western 
district, stretching trom Chelsea Bridge, along the line of the old Grosvenor 
Canal, across Victoria Station, as far as the Marble Arch, thence along Oxford 
Street to Tottenham Court Road, and down Drury Lane to the river; the second 
is the entire City of London, with Clerkenwell and Shoreditch; the third, or 
eastern district, comprises the tract stretching along the river Thames from the 
Isle of Dogs to areas ieee The third division is beyond the metropolitan 
area, The company has eight stations—at Horseferry Road, Westminster; 
Pimlico; Blackfriars; Brick Lane, St. Luke's; Curtain Road, Shoreditch; Bow 
Common; Silvertown; and Beckton. The company manufacture both 
common and cannel gas. The cannel gas is made up to an average 
of 25 candles, and common gas 16 candles. The gas is manufactured 
from Newcastle coal, with an admixture of cannel. We give the highest illumi- 
nating power iti London, the average being, I think, about 12 candles. The 
original object in the construction of the Beckton works was to abandon the 
manufacture of'gas in London, and concentrate it at that station, which is 
11 miles from Westminster. The stations at Brick Lane and Curtain Road 
have been thrown out of action, and are now advertised for sale. The diameter 
of our main from Beckton to London is 4 feet, and the cost per mile about 
£10,000, which price was very cheap, the price of iron at the time being unusually 
low. The Beckton station is the largest station in the world, and is capable of 
farther development to any extent. The quantity of land bought was 150 acres, 
but a considerable amount was for the construction of a road; the works 
themselves do not cover anything like that. We have a large frontage to the 
river, close to Barking Creek, with a pier 800 feet in length, alongside of which 
screw colliers of 1000 tons tonnage can discharge their cargoes by machinery 
in 10 hours, There is a system of railways through the works which economizes 
the labour largely. An Act was passed last session to authorize a line connect- 
ing the works with the Great Eastern Railway, which is very nearly completed, 
and will also cause a great economy of labour. The average amount of coal 
carbonized at Beckton last winter was about 1000 tons a day; and the con- 
sumption of gas proceeds at a very rapid rate. Our contract for coals this year 
will amount, I suppose, to half a million tons. Up to the end of 1871 about 
£800,000 had been expended on the Beckton station. At the time the contracts 
were entered into labour was a great deal cheaper than it is now. The works 
now in ay artous will cost about £70,000. The directors intend to double the 
size of the present works, at an estimated cost of £500,000. The greater cost at 

resent is accounted for by the general increase in the price of labour and ofiron. 
n the extended works are completed we shall be able to manufacture 20 mil- 

lion cubic feet per day. Ifthe present rate of increase is maintained, a further ex- 
tension of the works will be necessary, and furthercapital required. Thereare about 
1000 men in our employ at present, but not more than two-thirds of our works are 
now open; when the remainder is finished, we shall require a great many more. 
Most of the men live at a distance from the works. We have built 50 work- 
men’s houses, at an average cost per house of £175; but a great many more 
are required. A carri road has been made by the company through the 
marshes, and we expect houses will spring up round it, and provision will have 
to be made for supplying gas there. Under the new system, cannel gas alone 
s to be manufactured in London, and all the common gas transferred to 
iBeckton. The Le rw of the company’s stations in London is at Westminster, 
in the immediate vicinity of the Houses of Parliament, the manufacture of gas 
at which, from its position, is very expensive. The company desire to close 
that station altogether and sell the property, which covers about four acres of 
freehold land, and is very valuable. Within a few years we have bought less 
than s quarter of an acre of land to square our works, and paid, | think, 
£12,000 for it. Clause 12 of the present bill provides that the proceeds of the 
sale of the land shall be applied to new works, instead of raising fresh capital, 
and that clause has been agrecd to by the corporation. The price of our 
common gas is 3s. 9d., and of the cannel gas 5s. 6d. Taking the illuminating 
power, our common gas is cheaper than any other supplied in London. The 
amalgamation of the metropolitan gas companies certainly reduces the 
expensés of management and cost of production. If all the companies in 








London were to amalgamate, the economy would be ve t, and i 
of gas to the consumer would conaeqenetiy be reduced te cataluem, 1a 
case of the Chartered Company, we have realized a very large reduction in 
office expenses alone. There has been no such thing as an explosion at 
Beckton; it was an accident from the wind, and the gas ignited. ‘The dam 
which was considerable, fell upon the contractor, who was bound to make and 
maintain the gasholder for a certain period. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Paitprick : The moneys which were borrowed have 
not been paid off. The land which we now contemplate selling as surplus we 
had at the time the Act of 1868 was passed. There was a discussion before the 
committee in that year as.to what should be done with the surplus land, but | 
do not know whether the point was contended that we should do with it pre- 
cisely as we seek to do by this bill. There is still, I think, £100,000 to be called 
up on the capital account of the company. Beyond the borrowing powers of 
£50,000 upon the Chartered and £25,000 upon the Victoria Docks, there is no 
further power to raise money. The average rate of interest we pay upon the 
—— eens is about 43 per cent. 1 do not know that we have any at 

er cent. 

r. Pumseick: Under the City Gas Act of 1859. 
Witness: That is not borrowed money. 
= Me pee 3 > is so returned to the Board of Trade. 
ttness : It is under a special arrangement by the City Gas Com 
before they joined us. There are shares sepresenting it at 4 per cat. a 

By the Committze : It is in the nature of guaranteed shares. 

Cross-examination resumed: The present price of the £10 shares is between 
£16 and £17. It requires no prophet to say that a million of money would 
represent £1,600,000, if maintained at the price at which our shares are quoted 
at this moment. Up to the present time our works at Beckton have not exceede¢ 
the estimate upon which the parliamentary capital was granted. We require 
fresh capital for the new works we now contemplate, and which were first resolved 
upon during the last six or eight months. The necessity that pressed upon us 
was a demand from the consumers that we could not supply; in the western, 
districts we could have supplied nearly double if we had had the power of manu 
facture. We have had hundreds of remonstrances from consumers as to our not 
being able to supply them, but not as to the quality. There would be a diff- 
culty in raising the money we require for the purpose of enlarging our supply 
at7 per cent. Wecould not do so well as the Imperial, because they are not 
under the same regulations as to illuminating power; theirs is 14 candles, while 
ours is 16. We raised our “vere capital with the consent of Parliament, with 
the consent of Mr. Cardwell’s committee, and with the consent of Lord Redes 
dale’s, to certain amounts upon certain grounds, that we were going to do the 
public a very great service; and we are doing so now, in removing our 
manufacture from London ; and I should say now that the object of this bill ig 
to carry still further those improvements which we pledged ourselves to Pariia- 
ment to give, and we are therefore entitled to the same dividend upon this 
capital as the other. 

r. Poinprick: This is a question of moral right, which I see you takea 
particular view of. 

Serjeant Sarcoop: Statutory right, call it. 

Mr. Puiterick: It is a question of law which I will not argue with Mr, 
Browne. I was asking if you can give any facts to the committee which will 
show why you should not raise this capital at 7 per cent. instead of 10 per cent., 
and I understand you to refer to the Imperial Company, which has a difference 
of illuminating power of two candles; is there anything else ? 

Witness : I have already stated that we raised our former capital with the 
consent of Parliament, and with the consent of Lord Redesdale, at this rate of 
dividend, and, moreover, the City authorities have withdrawn any objection to 
it; and Lord Redesdale, when he reviewed this bill, made no objection to it; 
and if, as has been told you of the consumption of gas of the Chartered Company, 
three-fifths appertain to the City of London, I think it is a matter which in- 
terests them a great deal more than the Metropolitan Board of Works. 

Mr. Puiiprick: Your 10 per cent. given you by Mr. Cardwell for taking 
your works out of town gives you, upon your ordinary £100 stock, £160. Now, 
£100 at 7 per cent., upon the same principle, would yield you a great deal more 
than par—what is the claim to more than par? 

Witness : Because we want the 10 per cent. We have raised the other capital 
upon these terms with the consent of Parliament, and we now object to that 
Act of Parliament being changed. We also gave the consumers the prospect of 
a very great reduction by-and-by, which we hope to give. 

Mr. Puitsrick : If you puta million more of capital on, that will have to be 
provided for at a permanent charge of £100,000 a year before any reduction 
can take place again? i 

Witness: No; because there will be a great reduction in working when we 
get rid of our stations, and we hope to apply that money to the erection of new 
works, which would cost us nothing as regards dividends, whereas, if we appli 
it to the reduction of capital, it would only save the consumer 4} per cent. 
It will not be capital, because there will be nothing to represent it except the 
works. It is not capital, because it is not represented by shares. 

Mr. Purierick: Do the existing works on the lands which are to be sold 
represent part of the share capital > 

Witness : At present. 

Mr, Paixerick : If other works are to be substituted for them, why should 
they not stand precisely in the same position ? ; 

Witness: We have no objection to that if you choose to call it so. Instead of 
raising money upon shares upon which we should be allowed to pay a maximum 
dividend, or any dividend the committee, in their wisdom, gave us, we should 
be able to appropriate that money to carry out our extensi It is impossible 
to give an estimate of what the amount of surplus proposed to be dealt with, 
under the 12th clause, would give us. We do not expect to realize what we gave 
for the Westminster station, or anything like it. The £200,000 Mr. Denison 
mentioned was merely a hypothetical sum; he merely took that as an illustra 
tion, not an on sum. We consider that in the course of four 
five years even the million we now propose to raise will be insufficient. If we 
realize a very large amount from the sale of the surplus land we shall call a 
less than a million; we shall substitute it as part of that million. 

Mr. Purisrick : Is there any objection to treating this as part of the — 
that is to be realized from surplus lands, and dealing with it as part of the 
capital ? 

Witness : It would be a substitution of capital; it is capital down ay and 
it would be capital there. There would be no representative shares issued for it 
but it would be part of the undertaking. It would be transferred from one 
situation to another. 

Re-examined by Serjeant SaArcoop: By our existing contracts for works 
already going on our borrowing powers will all be used up; therefore what ¥* 
seek is for future outlay. The fear that the further amount required for 
payment of dividend will delay the practical reduction in the price of gas is 
perfect fallacy. That reduction depends upon our having a surplus after 
our dividend, and the sale of gas depends upon our having capital enough t0 
make it. The more capital we get the more gas we make; and the more 
we realize the more quickly is there a chance of a reduced price. We were 
perfectly satisfied with the old reasons which induced Mr. Cardwell’s committee 
to accord us 10 per cent. upon our new capital when we were before him om 
last occasion ; and we know no reason why, the circumstances being um 
the same principle should not now apply. The construction of the tbe 
Beckton, both for the manufacture of gas and the supply to the City et 
West-end, has been a most perfect success. I have not the slightest doubt @* 
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mon is concerned, in process of time, with the assistance of 

ot otin getting capital, we shall o able to manufacture the whole of our 
at that great distance, and to keep up even the increased supply that will 
uate and needful for the m lis. I consider a maximum of tr 

very materially embarrass us in raising our capital ; but I bel that 
would readil be supplied if our per centage were continued at the rate 


authorized by Parliament. Having stocks at different prices, and shares at 
Mifferent rates of Interest, affects the market very projudiciall . e sale of the 
jus lands would simply delay the acquisition of new shares by those who 


desire to possess them; it would be a great gain to the public. 
the CommirteE: We almost look upon the manufacture of cannel gas at 
Pimlico as @ permanent arrangement. We do not mean to interfere with that. 
F. J. Evans, Esq., examined by Serjeant Sarcoop. 

I have been for many years engineer to the Chartered Gas pm ae and had 
agreat deal to do with the success of the Beckton works. When the idea of 
manufacturin out of London was first mooted, we sought the power for 

tting ome own at Hackney, but our bill, although it the House of 
Famnonh, was thrown out in the Lords, and therefore we had to look out for 
another site—that site we found at Beckton. At that time it was nothing but 
marsh land. In 1867 we applied to Parliament for permission to purchase this 
ground, and for the necessary funds. That bill was thrown out until the next 

. }n 1868 we came before the commityee. The object of the bill was to 
enable us to discontinue the manufacture of the gas at our Brick Lane and Cur- 
tain Road stations, and also to a very great extent at Westminster. At that time 
the amalgamation had not taken place with the City or Central Company, but 
shortly afterwards, in 1868, while we were getting the Act, the Gas Act of 
1968 was We came under those powers, and it ended at last in the City 
Company joining us. When our works were first planned we were trading 
alone. The big amalgamations had not taken place, and we were carrying our 
works to that distance in aid} of what the public desired—viz., to get rid of the 
niisance in town. The parliamentary estimate, I think, was £500,000 odd, 
but that included the erection of three retort-houses and three tanks. When 
it was decided that the City works were to come to us, we determined to put up 
another retort-house and another tank; and that being the state of things, the 
works were built for the manufacture of 10,000,000 feet a day. _There were 
four retort-houses containing 2160 retorts, and four gasholders holding 1,000,000 
feet each. We took power under the Act to make a dock, which afterwards, 
when getting on to the ground and examining the nature of the soil, we aban- 
doned, and then we got permission from the Conservancy to run a pier out 
into the river for the purpose of landing our coals. This pier is 800 feet long, 
and it runs straight into the river and curves round, so that all our steamers 
come alongside there and are unloaded by means of steam machinery. At 
the present time we ean unload two ships of 1000 tons each in 12 hours, 
The facility we get in that district of getting our coals on to our station is the 
secret of our success entirely. That advantage we do not possess at our other 
works in the metropolis where the manufacture is still going on. In 1868, when 
out bill for the consolidation of all our statutes was before the committee, the 
Corporation of London had brought in a competitive bill to make their own gas, 
and the people outside the City brought in a Metropolis Bill in — to 
us a8 9 The Metropolis Bill was taken by the committee as the foundation 
for the improvements within the City, and the companies intimated that they 
would be consenting parties to the experiment being made in the City, and the 
result was the passing of the City Gas Act. Subsequently to that we amalga- 
mated with the companies previously mentioned, and it is our intention now to 
doin every respect for the whole of the districts inside and outside the City that 
which we came to Parliament in 1868 simply to do for our own district. It is 
impossible to make any calculation of the value of the surplus lands, and in m 
estimate I have made no consideration for the value of those lands. I think it 
is most desirable that the money derived from the sale of those lands should be 
devoted to relieve us from the necessity of raising further capital as long as we 
can. What we propose to do is at once to double our works ; we intend putting 
up 2160 additional retorts—that is four additional houses—and also four more gas- 
holders, holding 6 million cubic feet; also to lay an extra 48-inch main to London, 
and to put up the necessary purifying ee engines, and plant, 
which the company require to increase the manufacturing power to the extent of 
10 million cubic feet. We shall discontinue the manufacture of gas at the City 
vorks, at Westminster, and so much of the common gas as is made at the Pimlico 
station. The diminution of that, without allowing anything for increase, is 7} 
nillions a day ; so that the actual gain is only 2} million cubic feet at Beckton. 
The additional works we seek to make will undoubtedly facilitate the removal 
ofthe City works. I have made some calculations with regard to the million 
of increased capital asked for by our present bill. The amount I propose to 
expend at the present time is as follows:—Four retort-house, with retorts, 
fittings, &c., for 2160 retorts, £150,000 ; 6 million feet of gas storeage, £150,000; 
purifiers, exhausters, engines, and boiler power, £50,000; new 48 and 36-inch 
mains, £80,000 ; workshops, tools, drawing and charging machines, £25,000 ; 
tional mains and alterations of same in the company’s-district, £30,000; ex- 
tension of river pier with machinery, £25,000 ; contingencies, £25,500; making 
4 total of £535,500, This expenditure will give only about 10 per cent. above 
our present requirements, and should the present rate of demand for gas con- 
tinue, of which there is little question, at least 50 per cent. additional capital 
muat be peated during the next five years, involving a further outlay of 
at least £250,000 ; thus making a sum of £785,500 to be expended during the 
next five years, or say, £800,000. This estimate is, of course, upon the 
discontinuance of the manufacture of gas at Blackfriars, Westminster, and 
, 80 far as relates to common That is the estimate that I prepared 
from the increased expenditure. At the. pessint time the total share capital is 
,000, and the total borrowing powers are £613,600, making a total of 
$3,163,500. The total expenditure of the company to June, 1871, was £2,614,086, 
tnd expended from June, 1871, to Feb. 29, 1872, £200,000, The sum to com- 
plete works now in hand is £70,000, and for additional expenditure during the 
next five years, £800,000, making a total of £3,684,086 ; leaving a deficiency in 
500,086 at that time, supposing we do not have any additional powers, of 
$520,486, In my judgment that amount of capital is necessary to enable the 
company effectively to curry out their undertaking. Even if we were to keep 
present stations, we should have to increase the plant; but as we are going 
to tinue some of them, of course we must construct additional plant. 
oss-examined by Mr. PHitBRick: Since the passing of the Act of 1868, the 
of the company has improved financially; the shares have gone up, and 
the oredit of the company was never better. Ido not say that has been the 
Tesult of Mr. Cardwell’s legislation and the amalgamations that have taken 
) but the position of the company has been improved by going to Beckton. 
poly could have supplied gas at 3s. 9d. except by going there. We knew 
at Parliament would reduce the price of gas owing to the agitation that was 
golg on, and it was quite impossible for us to meet that reduction as we were 
n. Itwas only by taking a bold step and economizing our expenses 
We were enabled to do so; and the same thing will apply bere. We shall 
a sum of money, but we shall economize, and get the benefit of the 
oa Aa once, Amalgamation was forced upon us, but that amalgamation has 
the undoubtedly beneficial. The works at Beckton were not undertaken with 
knowledge that we should, when they were completed, have to abandon 
the amalgamation had not taken place; although we had 


Powers in our bill to amalgamate. When the works were first designed there 
were only three retort-houses and three on 


Whole of the 


gasholders contemplated, but when the 
was concluded I increased them by 25 per cent. rod np a the 
Tetort-houses and the tanks are fi and there is only one sec- 


tion of the to finish; that will be done in a month or two, 
and then we shall be able to manufacture at the rate of 10 million cubic feet 
day. That will enable us to do away with Blackfriars as a place of manu- 
acture, but not Horseferry Road or ico, although the make at those places 
will be reduced. Since we got our bill in 1868 the increased consumption has 
been at the rate of 33 per cent. In 1868 the united companies as they exist 
now were consuming 300,000 tons of coal per annum; in 1871 we consumed 
over 400,000 tons. The quantity of gas made last year at Westminster was 
900 million cubic feet; at Blackfriars, 500 million; and at Pimlico, 550 million, 
I do not say that in order to doaway with the manufacture of gas at these places, 
and to make provision for iechosenl consumption we require £1,000,000 at once; 
but we do not want to be coming here every year. Taking the present rate of 
increase, which is about 5 per cent. per annum, we should very likely have to 
come here in about five or six years time. We require to spend ; 
once. If we have power given us to build additional works it will facilitate a 
reduction in the price of gas. I do not think we could raise sufficient money 
at 7 percent. I know the Imperial had great difficulty in getting their money, 
and ~~ were years before they made up their capital. I have no doubt Im- 
perial shares are at a premium. 

Re-examined by Serjeant Sarcoop: I agree with the doctrine laid down by 
Mr. Cardwell, that whatever would be for the benefit of the public would 
benefit the companies; and it will be for the benefit of the public if we are 
allowed to carry on our works. It would be quite impossible without new 
works to continue our supply. If other companies liked to come to us, we 
should be glad to take them in; we have land at Beckton for anything. I 
think it would be unfair for Parliament to change the bargain forced upon us 
in making the amalgamation every time we came to carry out the principle 
thus forced upon us; and it would not be fair of the Board of Works to cause 
us to do so. far as we have been enabled under our Acts, we have to the 
extent of our districts converted the City of London Gas Act into a Metro- 
politan Gas Act; and what the Board of Works attempted to get carried in 
1868 was rejected by the committee upon our conceding the requirements the 
committee had made in their report. We desire to retain that state of things, 
and to get assistance to do all that was then thrown upon us, nothing more, 


By the Commrrres: A year after that Act was passed, we were compelled to 
reduce the price from 4s. to 3s, 9d., and that reduction has taken place. The 
Act of 1860 obliged us to give 12-candle gas, and griemr we were giving 14; 
but by the Act of 1868 we were compelled to give 16-candle gas at 3s, 9d. after 
the Ist of January, 1870. 

Mr. Puivsrick, in addressing the committee on behalf of the Metropolitan 
Board of Works, said that body had no private interest in the matter to serve ; 
their locus standi was allowed in conformity with the substance of the enactment 
of 1868 by Mr. Cardwell’s committee—viz., that they were placed outside the 
City in practically the same position with regard to the gas companies as the cor- 
poration within the City. It was not a case of private opposition, or an opposition 
of interested persons ; it was not a question even of a local opposition which 
had ends and objects to consult peculiar to a district. 1t was rather an oppo- 
sition by a public body charged with the duty of superintending and super- 
vising, so far as might be, the manufacture and sale of gas to the consumers in 
the metropolis; and they felt it to be their duty to watch that the gas companies 
who came to Parliament for the purpose of having powers granted to them by 
the Legislature should be placed under proper restrictions, and that the autho- 
rities granted to them should only be such as were proper to be granted, having 
due regard to the topics which the Metropolitan Board of Works, from its con- 
nexion with the gas consumers, and as representing the interests of the metro- 

lis, could best know, and best bring before the attention of Parliament. In 

he history of gas lighting, of course, it was patent that there was a great fight 
during the years 1867 and 1868, and to some extent there was a bargain whereby 
certain obligations were imposed upon the gas companies in return for certain 
concessions made by the consumers, And then his learned friends came there, 
and put the —— argument before the committee that they were one of the 
companies who came before Mr. Cardwell’s committee, and submitted to the 
restrictions which were then put upon the companies; and they asked that 
everything should be left precisely as it was. He (Mr. Philbrick) ventured to 
say that his learned friends were oblivious of the fact that the scheme of 1868 
never intended, and Parliament never intended, that the settlement then arrived 
at and the bargain made at the time should be stereotyped, and remain in per- 
petuity as the status of the parties. It never was intended that the cunaiden - 
tions which were applicable to capital in 1868 should remain as applicable to 
capital to be raised at a eee oe There was no shadow of pretence for 
their saying to the committee, ‘We are seeking to take our stand upon that 
settlement, and we ask you to extend that settlement, and to make it apply to 
capital which was neither raised nor contemplated at that time.” If the Metro- 
politan Board of Works were seeking to deal with capital which had been 
raised—if they were seeking to alter the status of anything, which was 
the fact in 1868, when the matter was before Parliament—then he 
(Mr Philbrick) quite admitted the force of the argument. But with 
regard to that which was to be raised now—with regard to that which, in 
spite of all the amalgamations which had taken place, was an increase of nearly 
40 per cent. in the capital of the company, and which, because it was at an 
enormous premium, would be kept in the hands of the present proprietary, and 
the outside public not allowed to participate in it—there was no such vested 
right. There was no new removal of the works, for the works were to be re- 
moved to Beckton then. It was true they said they would do away with the 
manufacture in Horseferry Road, and there was one reason why they should. 
because they said that the consumption of coal, which was very great, would 
take place under more advantageous circumstances when they could land it at 
the new wharf than when they had to land it at ststions _— up. The com- 
pany said, ‘‘ We are seeking to do that which in 1868 well-considered legisla- 
tion stated and enacted should be done, We do not seek to disturb anything there. 
We are merely asking to be allowed to raise a large amount of capital upon precisely 
the same terms as were then agreed to.” If it had been part of the bargain of 
1868, the case of the company would have been unanswerable; but, as this 
capital was sought to be raised for an extension—half of which at the present 
moment was not intended to be carried into effect, because even Mr. Evans said 
that about £530,000 was all that was intended to be expended at present—why they 
should come and ask Parliament to sanction a maximum dividend of 10 per 
cent. upon that capital was a matter of which he ventured to think the com- 
mittee would say the promoters of the bill had not given at all a reasonable 
explanation. hat were the restrictions under which the company laboured ? 
They had the same prescribed standard of illuminating power and the same 
prescribed standard of pressure as the other companies who were the subjects of 
the City Gas Act. 

Serjeant Sarcoon : I think you are inaccurate there. 

The Cuarrman: I do not think we have any evidence as to pressure. 

Mr. Putisrick said they were all under that Act, The legislation of 1868 
which extended to them, he thought extended to this company now. In return 
for that it was quite true that = the capital of the company as then ascer- 
tained a maximum dividend of 10 per cent. was to be allowed. The Chartered 
Company at that time had a capital considerably less than it had at the ent 
time, because of the subsequent amalgamations, which raised the capital to the 
amount of $2,550,000. The committee would see that no further capital ha d been 
raised, but that the capital of the amalgamating company was added to the 
capital of the company with which it was amalgamated, and there was some 








provision for equalizing the shares in the new com for and upon the 
amount subscri The operation might be cammatecd in this way—that 
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£100 in the one company remained at £100 in the amalgamated company; 
the other provisions with regard to shares a for the sake of con. 
venience. If amalgamation was, as they had n told by Mr. Evans, on 

economical operation, there was no greater case for raising eapital for 

the amalgamated company than what either of the companies which were 
united would separately have had; and, indeed, not so much, on account of the 

economy which had been the result of the amalgamation. As he (Mr. Philbrick 
understood, the need of the additional capital was chiefly based upon the groun 
of the increased consumption and the desirability of removing the manufacture 
at as speedy a date as possible from the more crowded parts of the metropolis to 
the less crowded parts of the Essex Marshes, where the new works were situ~ 
ated. To that the Metropolitan Board had no objection, but they said it would 
be a flagrant injustice to allow capital to be raised which was for ever to bear 
a 10 per cent. rate of interest; indeed, it was the fact that it could be raised on 
much more advantageous terms; and the difference between what the terms 
were upon which the capital could be raised and those which the promoters were 
going to get for itin Parliament was so much taken out of the pockets of the gas 
consumers, and which ought to be applied in reducing the price of gas from time 
to time. In the case of this million of money there was £100,000 annually to be 
deducted from the gross revenues of the company before a single farthing 
could be applied in reduction of the price of gas under Mr. Cardwell’s Act. 
If the capital could be raised upon an expenditure of 5 or 7 per cent., the differ- 
ence between the £50,000 or the £70,000 and that £100,000 was so much money 
taken from the pockets of the consumers. What right had the company 
to say, ‘* We seek to raise this million to the disadvantage of the consumers and 
postpone the reduction of the price to a — which may be unlimited?” The 
company had shown that an increase of its works was desirable, and although 
he knew that there would be considerable expense attending that enlargement, 
he (Mr. Philbrick) ventured to say the committee ought to be very careful how 
they sanctioned it, because it was not proposed to expend the whole amount at 
once, and it was quite clear that as these amalgamations went on the company 
which remained would become an exceedingly powerful corporation. He would 
put it to the committee whether it was not unwise to entrust any body with 
a large amount of capital which they did not require for immediate pur- 
poses. It freed them from parliamentary control; and as reggae the 
manufacture of gas was a matter in which improvements were daily taking 

lace it was most desirable that companies should come before Parliament 

rom time to time in order that such terms might be put upon them as were 
fair and right with regard to the interests of the public and of the shareholders, 
Could it be said that the various Acts which had been passed since 1868, and 
which had been brought about by the companies coming to Parliament, had not 
been acted upon? The effect in London had been to increase the illumi- 
nating power and to decrease the price—and to some extent they looked for a 
further decrease jin price—and yet they heard that the gas companies were 
flourishing and prosperous, He trusted the committee would think that what- 
ever capital the company made out a case for raising, should be limited 
to the lowest possible amount. With regard to the surplus land, he would 
venture to suggest that if the company were to be allowed to raise fresh capital 
the proceeds from that sale of that land, or of surplus works, should be treated as 
so much capital authorized by the Act. There was no magic in the sum, and 
that which represented what the company had to sell would represent so much 
of what the company had to raise; and he (Mr. Philbrick) could not see why in 
their estimate, and in fixing a million in their bill, the company had altogether 
ignored the value of that element, whatever it might be. They had no estimate 
to present to Parliament—it was not in conformity with the legislation of Mr. 
Cardwell’s committee—it was not;in conformity with what Mr. Browne said,was 
the subject of iderable di ion before the committee, although he did not 
remember what his company insisted upon—but, whatever they insisted upon, 
it was quite clear that the committee did not adopt it, because og f had the 
clause in the Act; and then, if the company came and asked for the legislation 
of 1688 to be altered—apart from the fact that it gave him an argument to 
retort upon his learned friend—he ventured to say that the settlement of 1868 
was not a binding settlement for all time, but was rather a settlement arrived 
at upon existing data and upon actual facts. Apart from that, what case had 
they made out for going behind the legislation of 1868 with regard to this im- 
portant matter? Even Mr. Browne could not say what objection existed to call 
the proceeds of surplus lands so much capital, and treat it as part of the 
capital authorized by the bill, and Mr. Evans did not know the value of the site 
at Blackfriars, There was one thing which could not be lost sight of, and, 
indeed, it seemed to be admitted by the learned counsel on the other side, 
judging by the questions which were put to the witnesses—viz., that one of the 
objects sought by the Legislature jin the Acts recently passed was, that there 
should be sad Fm like uniformity in reference to the supply of gas to the 
metropolis. In some cases this was an object not possible to be obtained ; but, 
so far as it could be done, that seemed to be general desire and spirit of recent 
legislation, That being so, he thought it could may | be lost sight of that 
there was a future possibility of the public authorities dealing with the question 
of gas. What excuse, therefore, could there be for allowing the shareholders 
of this company, or those who might choose to subscribe their capital at the 

resent time (not for works already authorized, but for extensions which might 
Lotendered necessary for future supply, to put into their pockets more than 
half a million of money in the shape of premium on the new shares. He ven- 
tured to think there was no such right given to them by the recommendations of 
Mr. Cardwell’s committee, and that to give it them now by this bill would be an 
act of injustice to the consumers which Parliament would not sanction. This 
was a point upon which the consumers had a right to be heard, and to insist 
that the capital raised by the company should only be that which the circum- 
stances fairly required, and also that that capital should be raised on the 
most advantageous terms, and not be allowed to tog + in a dividend of 10 
per cent. when it was perfectly clear that it could be raised at much less, be- 
cause the effect of raising it at that rate would be to postpone to an indefinite 
riod the time at which a reduction in the price of gas could be made for the 

benefit of the public. 

The Cuarrman asked whether it was proposed to call any witnesses in sup- 
port of the petition. 

Mr. Puriprick said he did not intend to call evidence in support of his 
objections to the preamble of the bill, but if the preamble were passed he should 
have something to say upon the clauses. 

The room was then cleared, and in about a quarter of an hour the counsel and 
parties were called in. 

bank CuarrMan said: The committee are of opinion that the preamble is 
proved. 

The clauses were proceeded with, and 1 to 4 were read and agreed to. On 
clause 5, relating to the amount of new capital, 

Mr. ILBRICK said he should ask the committee to convert the figures— 
£1,000,000—into £535,000, that be the amount deposed to as necessary by 
the company’s witness, and also to add a proviso that the amount of additional 
capital to be from time to time raised by the company under the powers of this 
Act should be subject to the approval of the Board of Trade, so that the com- 
pany should not raise capital imprudently, or without due requirement. 

. Denison said the evidence to which his learned friend alluded was to the 
effect that £535,000 would be required immediately, and that in the course of a 
few years the remainder of the capital asked for would be needed. In all appli- 
cations to Parliament for gas or water bills, it was found as the result of ex- 
perience that it was desirable to provide for the requirements of at least ten 
years, so as to avoid those expenses which, however beneficial to counsel, 








were no good to any one else. The committee knew os go character of 
the districts supplied by this company, and they had h how the consump. 
tion of gas in it was increasing year by year. Surely, when added to this th 
had the evidence that something like £800,000 must be expended by the com. 
pany in two or three years, it would be a foolish thing to drive them to Parlia. 
ment again for fresh capital at the end of that time. According to the ordinary 
rate at which undertakings of this kind increased, the million of money now 
asked for would not — the company on for ten years. 
Mr. Purssick said the rule of providing for the requirements of a com 
for the ten years following their application to Parliament had never been Meld 


to fppl to the metropolis. 
r. ee denied this assertion, and said that the South Metropolitan 
Company were allowed two years ago to double their capital. 

The room was cleared again, and the committee deliberated for a short time, 
On the — being called in, 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee had decided to leave the clause as it 
stood. 

Clauses 6 to 11, with verbal amendments, were read and agreed to, In 
clause 12, relating to the application of the proceeds and sale of superfluous lands, 

Mr. PHILBRICK proposed to substitute the word ‘‘shall”’ for ‘‘ may”’ in the 
10th line, and at the end of the clause to add “and to the extent of the pro- 
ceeds so applied, the amount of the capital authorized by this Act shall be re. 
duced” —his object being to make it ey * upon the company to appiy the 
proceeds of such sales to capital account, and thus reduce the amount of new 
share capital. 

Serjeant Sarcoop contended that his learned friend was putting the cart 
before the horse, because the company must raise and expend a part of the 
capital before they could remove their old works and have any surplus lands for 
sale. Of course, to the extent to which they did this, and realized money by 
such sales, they would be able to postpone the raising of that portion of the new 
capital not already called up. ‘The provisions of the Act of 1868 with reference 
tothe appointment of auditors, and the mode in which such auditors should 
perform their ps es the most ample protection to the consumers that they 
should ant be saddled with the payment of dividends upon capital not actually 
required, 

The CHarRMAN said the committee were of opinion that the clause should 
stand as it was. 


Wepnespay, Marcu 13. 

Mr. Puirsrick submitted a clause for limiting the dividend on the new 
capital to be raised under the authority of this bill. He said that the general 
course of legislation throughout the country of late had been to fix the rate of 
dividend on new capital at 7 per cent. It was said by his learned friends that 
the metropolis stood in an exceptional position, and no doubt, so far as the Act 
of 1868 was concerned, this company, having to incur large expense in removing 
their manufacture from London to Beckton, were permitted a maximum dividend 
of 10 per cent. on the capital raised for that purpose. That was an altogether 
exceptional state of things, and it never could have been the intention of Mr. 
Cardwell’s committee to place the metropolis generally in a worse position with 
regard to new capital raised by gas companies than other parts of the country. 
When the Imperial Company came to Parliament the year afterwards for addi- 
tional capital, they inserted in their bill the identical clause which he now 
asked the committee to insert in the bill before them, limiting the dividend to 
7 percent. It was stated by Mr. Denison on the previous day that the Imperial 
Company were not under the same obligations as were this company with re- 
gard to the standard of illuminating power of the gas supplied by them. 
It might be so; but that was not the reason why the dividend on their new 
capital was fixed at 7 per cent. The contention on the other side was that 
there was a kind of bargain made in 1868 with the company now before the 
committee, that in all new capital required by them they should be entitled to 
10 per cent.; but this he denied, except as to the capital then asked in order 
to effect the removal of their works. If a maximum of 10 per cent. were allowed 
on the large sum to be raised under this bill, there would be a great temptation 
to the company to issue the whole at once, seeing that their shares were ata 
high price in the market, and a large bonus could be realized upon them. 
Another reason against it was that when the time came that the undertaking 
of the company was to be purchased by the authorities, the public would be 
called upon to buy up the capital now sanctioned, not at its par value, but at 
its then market value increased, as it would be by the right of dividing so large 
an amount of profits. The company would undonbtedly be entitled to what- 
ever the value of the undertaking was, but this should be a strong argument 
with the committee to limit the dividend upon the new capital, knowing, as 
they did, that the money required by the company could be raised at a much 
lower rate. He believed the committee would pause before they put upon the 
consumers of gas in the metropolis a permanent unnecessary charge of £30,000 
a year. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said his learned friend began by asserting that the ordinary 
course of legislation was to limit the dividend on new capital to 7 per cent., and 
in support of that assertion he quoted one instance—that of the Imperial Gas 
Company in 1869. Now the distinction between the present case and that of the 
Imperial Company was simply this. The Imperial Company were so situ 
that they could not accept the provisions of the City of London Gas Act as 
settled by Mr. Cardwell’s committee, and, therefore, when they came to Parlis- 
ment the following year for fresh capital they were obliged to submit to lower 
rate of dividend. But Mr. Philbrick was compelled to argue his case on 
assumption that the legislation of 1868 was a bargain with the companies who 
did come under the legislation of that year. He (Serjeant Sargood) perfectly 
recollected what was then done. The Corporation of London were before 
Parliament with a competitive bill, and the Metropolitan Board of Works were 
also there with a bill framed on the principles laid down in the report of the 
committee of 1867 for the rest of the metropolis. Mr. Cardwell’s committee 
simply put the alternative to the companies; they said, “ We cannot coerce 
you, we cannot alter the terms upon which you carry on your undertaking, but 
if yon will not voluntarily do what we have recommended in the interests 
the consumers, we will begin by letting the corporation in to make their owa 
gas.” Thereupon the Chartered Company said, “We will bend to that; 
we will accept the principle of amalgamation, cf inspection, of rigid audits, 
and of the fluctuations of price to be made by commissioners appoll 
for the purpose, rather than have a competitive supply.” The consequence 
was the Chartered Company put themselves ina different. position to the 
Imperial Company; they accepted the terms of the committee, one 

which was a perpetuation of their maximum dividend. Mr. Philbr 
said that, even admitting this, it only applied to capital then existing 
or to be created by that Act. But the terms were“ from time to time cr 
evidently meaning capital created by any subsequent legislation affecting the 
company, they being still subject to the same terms as to price, illuminating 
power, inspection, and other things. Then it was said that if a maximum 
10 per cent. were allowed it would be a temptation to raise capital unnecer 
sarily in order to squeeze dividends out of the consumers. This could only 
arise from a perfect mistake as to the operation of the Act of Parliament, ¥ 
provided by its rigid system of supervision and audit against the possibility 
such a thing. Mr. Philbrick spoke of the future purchase of the company’s 
undertaking being embarrassed if their dividends were not limited to7 per cea 
It would seem from what he said that the Metropolitan Board of Works = 
enough to do; that they had not enough irons in the fire already, but — 
contemplating in future the purchase of the gas-works of the metropolis. 
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supposing it were so, and it could be supposed that Parliament would ever 
ive them the power to purchase, he did not think it would much affect their 
ition. If they wished to become gas makers they would have to pay a fair 
ice only for the existing works, and therefore this was not an ingredient to 
be introduced into a question of this description. The real point was whether 
this application was in accordance with the legislation of 1868. It was nota 
fair thing to be continually making aggressions upon the capital of a company. 
The committee over which Mr. Cardwell presided admitted that with due care 
and management the company were entitled to 10 per cent.,and the company 
coming under the terms of their recommendations had subsequently applied to 
Parliament, and been authorized to raise additional capital at that rate. They 
asked for the further increase upon the same terms and conditions which he 

submitted they were entitled to do. , 
After a few words from Mr, Punerick in reply, the room was again cleared. 
The committee deliberated for a few minutes, and on the parties being re- 

itted 

The CHAIRMAN said the committee were of opinion that the new clause should 

not be added to the bill. 
The other clauses were then agreed to, and the chairman was directed to 


report the bill to the House. 


SOUTH LONDON GAS BILL. 
Wepnespay, Marcu 13. 

Mr. Denison, Q.C., Mr. Ricnarps, Q.C., Serjeant Sarcoop, and Mr. BrippeR 
appeared for the promoters; Mr. Cripps, Q.C., and Mr. Paitsrick for the 
etropolitan Board of Works; Mr. RopwE t, Q.C., and the Hon. Mr. THESIGER 
for the vestries of St. Mary, Newington, and the vestry of St. Mary, Lambeth; 
Mr. J. CLERK, Q.C., for the Wandsworth District Board of Works; Mr. BARRow 
for the Plumstead District Board of Works; Sir Mornpaunt WELLs and Mr. 
Pemper for Mr. E. D. Rogers and others, consumers of gas in the South 
Metropolitan Gas Company's district. Petitions had been presented against 
the bill by the Crystal Palace District Gas Company, and the South-Eastern, 
and London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway Companies, but no appearances 
were entered upon them. : 

Mr. Denison said this was a bill for amalgamating two gas companies in the 
South of London—viz., the Phoenix Gaslight and Coke Company and the South 
Metropolitan Gaslight and Coke Company. So long ago as the 9th of February, 
1871, one of these companies received a letter from the Board of Trade, a few 
passages of which he would read to the committee:— 


Sir,—Referring to the interview which the representatives of the gas companies had 
with the president on the 4th inst., I am directed by the Board of Trade to request the 
attention of your directors to the following observations. The directors are probably 
aware that the subject of gas legislation in the metropolis has been strongly pressed on 
the Board of Trade during the late recess, with a view to the removal of the numerous 
anomalies which now exist. It has been urged on the Board of Trade that whilst the 
select committee of 1867 and 1868 did, after the most complete investigation, lay down 
awell-considered and careful plan by which the interests of the consumers and the 
companies might be reconciled; and whilst that plan has been adopted in toto by four 
of the largest companies, it has only been partially adopted by some, and not at all by 
the remainder. It has also been pointed out that the effect of the discrepancies is to 
create a difference in the quality and price of gas, not only between two districts, one 
of which may be more or less populous than the other, but between different sides of 
the same street in the most crowded parts of the metropolis. And it has been further 
pointed out, that towards the amalgamation of companies on which having regard to 
the consequent simplification of districts, of manufacture and management, the com- 
mittee of 1867 and 1868 laid such great stress, little or nothing has been done except by 
the four companies which are or shortly will be subject to the Act of 1868. It hag 
appeared to the Board of Trade that the complaints on the part of the consumers have 
much real force, and that neither the Government nor the companies can possibly expect 
the agitation to cease unless they are fairly and fully met by the companies, and unless 
the anomalies on which they are based are removed. So long as these anomalies exist, 
the Government will be constantly urged to interfere, and the companies will be harassed 
by attacks, and impeded and opposed in all their proceedings. Acting, therefore, no 
less in the interest of the companies than of the public, the Board of Trade have given 
the notices to which so much reference has been made with the view of placing them- 
selves in the position in which they may be able to arbitrate, and if that arbitration 
should be successful, to effect by legislation a permanent settlement of this long-standing 
dispute. Should they succeed in this object, either with all or with some of the com- 
panies who have not yet adopted the legislation of 1868, the Board of Trade will think 
the pains they have taken well bestowed, Should the board not do so, they will feel 
that, whilst themselves for the future free to act as circumstances may require, the 
responsibility for not taking advantage of the present opportunity to effect a settlement 
which a most competent committee has considered equitable, and for the inevitable 
continuance of the agitation against them rests with the companies and not with the 
Government. The directors have been informed by the. president that, looking to the 
constitution, the proceedings and the report of the committee of 1867, 1868, to the accep- 
tance in 1867 by the companies of nearly all the conclusions of that committee, and to the 
legislation of 1868, in which, so far as the City companies were concerned those conclusions 
were embodied, he feels bound to take those conclusions as the general basis on which a 
satisfactory settlement can be effected. They have also been informed that, whilst he 
takes the legislation of 1868 as a general basis, he is ready to hear any special objections 
or difficulties which your company may feel in adopting that legislation, and that he is 
anxious to learn from your directors what, supposing the genera! scheme to be accepted, 
are the specific modifications which they would propose. With the view of enabling 
them the more readily to give him this information, I proceed to state the several con- 
clusions of the committee as embodied in the legislation of 1868, so that the observations 
of your committee may be given on each point seriatim. 

1. Purncuasr.—Power to the corporation or other local authority, within a certain 
period, to purchase by agreement the whole or any part of the undertaking of any 
company supplying gas within its district. 

2, AMALGAMATION.—Upon this point the committee laid the greatest stress, justly 
thinking that manufacture and supply on the lowest terms are impracticable, so long 
as the present complication of districts continues. The Act of 1868 provided that the 
companies subject to it might prepare a scheme for their amalgamation, to be submitted 
to the Board of Trade, and, after consideration by that department, to be confirmed by 
an Order in Council. And it was further provided that amalgamation was to be one of 
the elements to be considered in determining price. 

3. Reserve on Insurance Fuxp.—That after the payment of the maximum dividend 
prescribed by the Act, any excess of clear profits should, to the extent of 1 per cent. on 
the paid-up capital, be invested, and allowed to accumulate, in order to form an insurance- 
fun 1 to the amount of 1-20th of the paid-up capital, and the residue (if any) to be 
carried to the credit of the divisible profits of the following year. 

4, Trst1nc Rererees.—That the gas referees appointed in pursuance of the Act should 
Prescribe and certify the mode to be adopted for testing and recording the illuminating 
power and purity of the gas, and prescribe the maximum amount of impurity which the 
gas supplied by each company should be allowed to contain. 7 

5. TESTING Examiners.—That there should be gas examiners who should daily test 
the illuminating power and purity of the gas supplied by each company and report 
he m; and that there should also be a chief gas examiner, to whom an appeal might 

og from the report of the gas examiners, and whose decision should be final. 
ana aoren AND Price.—That the gas supplied by each company should, from 
of r 2 period of 18 months from the passing of the Act, be of an illuminating power 
er less than 16 candles, and that the maximum price chargeable for such gas should 

it me rate of 3s. 9d. per 1000 cubic feet, with a corresponding price for cannel gas. 
+ “SRVISION OP PowkR AND Price.—That the scale of illuminating power and price 

? gh revised on application of any pany or of the corporation. 
heigns supplied be iti " 7 should be liable to a penalty for every day on which 

itis de i i i 
paid out of hividertis, cient in illuminating power or purity, such penalties to be 
“= Avprr.— That an official auditor of the ts of the pany should be appointed, 
form of no ascertain the amount of the — of the company prescribed, a uniform 
- a to be kept by them, and hold a periodical audit. The Board of Trade 
be obliged if you will favour them with the observations of the directors of your 
pany on the above points, so far as they concern your company, as early as possible.” 


One reason why he had read so much of this letter was that it was incorrect in 


and what was more remarkable, that it ignored altogether the legislati 
gislation 
the year 1869, He (Str, Denison) could easily understand that. The proceed- 














ings of 1867 and 1868 arose out of the action taken on the personal views of a 
well-known person in connexion with the Board of Trade. Parliament did not 
follow the views of that gentleman in 1869, and he, thinking the committee of 1868 
very wisely settled everything, conveniently forgot the proceedings of the 
following year. This letter was followed by one or two others, and the whole 
resulted in a statement by the Board of Trade that it was too late in the 
session to do anything with a general bill,and that the question must stand 
over till the next session. He merely read this to show that if the opinion of 
the Board of Trade went for anything in these matters, they had been urging 
the one to carry out the — of amalgamation recommended in 1867 
and 1868 as far as they could. There were three companies on the south side 
of the Thames—the Phosnix, the South Metropolitan,and the Surrey Consumers, 
the latter not being included in the present scheme, though power was taken 
in the bill to enable them to amalgamate with the other two at some future 
time. With regard to the Phenix Company, although their history did not 
much concern the committee, he might briefly state a few facts in relation to 
it. The company were incorporated in 1824 by Actof Parliament, they having 
existed as a joint-stock company for a few years previously, and they 
had, of course, had sundry Acts of Parliament since then, Their 
capital, as at present authorized, was a little over £1,000,000, of which 
sum there had been raised £846,000, leaving about £200,000 to be 
raised. They had also borrowing powers to the extent of £200,000, of which 
they had availed themselves to the extent of £115,000. The South Metropo- 
litan Company were incorporated in the year 1842, and their authorized share 
capital was £500,000, they having obtained power in 1869 to double their then 
existing capital. Besides that they had power to raise, by way of loan, £62,500. 
They had still some share capital uncalled, and some loans, but nothing turned 
precisely on the figures at the present time, and he merely alluded to the fact 
to show that the company were not obliged for their own purposes to come to 
Parliament. The South Metropolitan Company, when they applied for their 
Act in 1869, came under contro! similar to that which Mr. Cardwell’s committee 
recommended, with an exception to be presently mentioned. The Phenix 
Company were not under that control, but they were now volunteering to 
come under it. Both companies might fairly take credit for this, that without 
apy obligation or necessity for coming to Parliament for more money they were 
now coming quite voluntarily, at the suggestion of the Board of Trade, to put 
themselves under farther parliamentary control, and particularly to carry out 
the suggestion about amalgamation, which was the result of the inquiry of 
1867 and the legislation of 1868. He thought that those who now came befors 
the committee to oppose the bill should do them the justice to say that they 
were not there to please themselves, but to please Parliament. And those per- 
sons ought to remember that, if they made the bill too unpleasant, the pro- 
moters might withdraw it. 

Mr. Pemser: Will you withdraw it now? 

Mr. Dentson said he would not. With regard to the exception in the case 
of the South Metropolitan Gas Company which he had mentioned, he might 
state that in 1869 that company came to Parliament for an increase of capital, 
which they obtained after violent opposition on the part of the Metropolitan 
Board of Works with regard to the rate at which the capital was to be raised. 
There was another point on which there was some discussion in 1869, The 
South Metropolitan Company said they could not afford to give 16-candle gas, 
and they represented that in 1868 it was a mistake of Mr. Cardwell’s committee. 
The Chartered Company were drawn into it because Mr. Cardwell would not 
pass their bill without that provision; and because the other City companies 
could not compete with the Chartered unless they gave as good an article to 
the public, they were also forced to surrender. It was different when a com- 
pany said they could not give 16-candle gas at 3s. 9d.; but they said, “ We are 
doing what is good for the public though not for ourselves, for engineering 
reasons—we are charging a lower price than 3s. 9d.; we are charging 3s. 4d. 
In the proceedings of 1867 and 1868 it was assumed generally that a candle 
was worth to the consumer about 2}d., and therefore, if they gave 14-candle 
gas at 3s. 4d., they were giving as good a thing tothe public as 16-candle 
gas at 3s. 9d. The committee agreed with that view, and allowed the 
14-candle gas to stand, and it has become the stereotyped regulation ever 
since. The Imperial Company were also allowed to retain 14-candle gas, 
although they had a bill in Parliament which did not comply in other respects 
of more importance with Mr. Cardwell’s legislation, because they said they 
could not afford it. Nevertheless, it was opposed in both Houses by the 
Metropolitan Board of Works, and in both Houses the board failed. He (Mr. 
Denison) would also remind the committee that by later legislation, extending 
over several years, 14-candle gas had been accepted instead of 16. With 
regard to the Phosnix district, very substantial benefits would be conferred on 
the public by the present bill. They were at present bound to give 12-candle 
gas, but they offered to give 14, so that there would be uniformity of illumi- 
nating power between those two companies sonth of the Thames; and if other 
companies came in it would be under the same conditions. With regard to 
price, it must be borne in mind that the South Metropolitan Company was 
working with a less capital than any of the other London gas companies, and 
the consequence was, that their price had long been lower than any other com- 
pany. In 1869, when the South Metropolitan were before Parliament, they 
were only charging 3s, 4d., but they were allowed to retain the power to 
charge 3s. 6d. He (Mr. Denison) said then—and circumstances had since 
proved the observation to be right—that nobody could know how coal and 
wages would rise. They knew it now, and it would be proved that on the 
cost of coal there had been a rise in price within the last six months of no less 
than 40 per cent. That circumstance justified the company in reserving the 
margin of 2d., which it was proposed to keep with regard to the South Metro- 
politan district; but with regard to the Phonix Company, who were under the 
difficulty of having laid out a much larger original capital, they could not 
charge so low a price as 3s. 6d. or 3s. 4d., although they were charging lower 
than the price fixed by their last bill, which was 43. 6d. Their price now 
was 4s, and they were simply asking for power to contiuue that charge until 
their finances were so improved, by amalgamation and other causes, that they 
would have surplus income enough to pay more than 10 per cent.; until which 
event happened they desired, in conformity with legislation of former years, 
to be authorized to pay that dividend, if it could be earned in compliance with 
the Act of Parliament. 

Sir M. Wetts: The South Metropolitan Company charge 3s. 2d. 

Mr. Denison said the price seemed to have been reduced lower than he was 
aware of, but that did not displace him from his position. He still asked for 
power to charge 3s. 6d., because, if the prices of coal and wages went on as they 
were at present, it might be doubtful whether they could continue to charge 
8s. 2d., although they hoped to do so. If the present bill were not passed, the 
South Metropolitan Company would be obliged to exercise tke power they 
already possessed of raising more capital, becausé their works were insufficient; 
and one of the advantages of the amalgamation would be the saving of that 
necessity, and the united company would be able to get on without expending 
anything like the money upon works which would have to be expended by 
the two if they went on separately. That was one of the things contemplated 
by Mr. Cardwell’s committee, and here was evidence of it. Suppose they were 
obliged to arent a large portion of the £250,000, plus £62,000 borrowing 
por in enlarging their works, that would tell on their dividends; and there- 
ore, if the companies were not amalgamated, the South Metropolitan would 
have to raise their price up to the 3s. 6d. maximum, in order to pay their 
dividends of 10 per cent. One of the complaints made on the other side was 
that amalgamation would not produce economy in the South Metropolitan 
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Company. It was true that at present that company had the benefit of 4d., 
or whatever it was, on the price; but they could not reckon on it remaining, 
because, if the companies were kept separate, they would have to spend a great 
deal of that money which they obtained in 1869, and the price would have to 
be raised, apart from the possible question of a further rise in the price of coal 
and labour. With regard to the petitions, though nominally against the pre- 
amble, they went into many points which related more to clauses. he 
Metropolitan Board came first, and the first paragraph that he (Mr. Denison) 
need advert to was the 9th—* That, by section 5 of the bill, it is proposed as 
follows:—‘ The Gas-Works Clauses Act, 1871, shall not apply to the company, 
whereas your petitioners submit”—not that the Act should be applied to the 
company, but—“that some of the provisions of that Act should be applied to 
this company;” that was to say that they were to pick and choose, but that the 
companies were not to comply with the legislation of 1869. If they could 
satisfy the committee that the companies did not substantially follow the 
metropolitan legislation and get as much uniformity as they could, they would 
have proved something to the purpose. He (Mr. Denison) knew they would 
be sorry if the companies did adopt the legislation of 1869 asa whole. They 
also said that “more effectual provisions should be contained in the said bill 
for securing the illuminating power and purity of the gas.” Was that question 
to be reopened again, after having been gone into so many times? Were they 
to have a new system cooked up for the purpose of dealing with one or two 
companies, or were they to have ene uniform system? Then they went on to 
say, at paragraph 11,“ That by section 30 of the said bill it is proposed to 
re-enact in substance section 26 of the City of London Gas Act, 1868, with the 
following proviso:—‘ Provided also that it shall not be lawful for the company 
to set aside any profits for the purpose of forming an insurance-fund until the 
reserve-fund which they have created by virtue of the Acts relating to the 
company has been reduced below a sum equal to 1-20th part of the paid-up 
capital of the company; but such reserve-fund shall, in the meanwhile, be 
applicable to the purposes for which it was formed, and also to the purposes of 
the insurance-fund.’” That was a matter of detail which had better be left 
until they came to the clause itself. “That, by section 42, it is proposed to 
enact as follows:—‘ The referees shall from time to time prescribe and certify 
what testing-places and what apparatus therein for testing the illuminating 
power of gas shall be supplied by the company.’” That was one of a group 
of clauses settled for securing illuminating power and purity in the Act of 
1868, and no more need be said about it now. “That by section 46 it is 
proposed to enact as follows:—‘ The Metropolitan Boardof Works shall, as soon 
as may be after the passing of this Act, appoint, and shall always keep 
appointed, one or more competent or impartial. person or persons to be a gas 
examiner or gas examiners for the several testing-places.’’’ These were mere 
statements at present; but if the committee would turn to paragraph 22 of the 

tition, they would, he (Mr. Denison) thought, be amused. There it was said: 
‘That the above clause 46 should be amended, by providing that your peti- 
tioners shall appoint, and always keep appointed, a competent person or 
persons to be the gas examiner or gas examiners for each testing place.” He 
(Mr. Denison) had looked twice at those two passages before he found out 
the difference, but at last he discovered that the word they particularly dis- 
liked was “impartial,’”’ which Mr. Cardwell’s committee had decided the 
examiner should be. “That by section 48 of the said bill it is proposed to 
enact as follows:—‘A gas examiner shall at each testing-place test daily the 
illuminating power and purity of gas supplied by the company, and he shall 
forthwith deliver a report of such test to the company.’” There, again, was 
another difference, perhaps quite as amusing. They wanted a separate class of 
examiners or examiner for each place. It struck him (Mr. Denison) that 
theré was a little patronage there; impartiality and the loss of patronage were 
things they did not like. “That by section 50 it is proposed to enact: ‘ The 
average of all the daily testings of illuminating power——’” That was to 
be read in connexion with the previous paragraph, and that point was 
conceded. 

Mr. Cripps: Is the daily testing arranged? 

Mr, Wyatt: Yes. 

Mr. Denison: Do not suppose that we give you any more than is given 
to you. 

Mr. Cripps: It is hardly worth while to go into it now if it is in writing. 

Mr. Denison would go on to paragraph 17: “ That by section 55 it is pro- 
posed to enact as follows: ‘ The gas supplied by the company from the 30th day 
of September, 1872, shall (subject to the provisions of this Act) be of such 
an illuminating power as to produce from the prescribed burner, consuming at 
the rate of 5 cubic feet an hour, a light equal in intensity to the light pro- 
duced from 14 sperm candles.” Then in paragraph 18 they stated the 
legislation of 1868, and went on: “That the bill departs in many 
respects from the provisions of that Act, and especially that the above- 
mentioned clauses—numbered 50 and 52--are most objectionable in the 
interest of the consumers,as substituting a weekly average of illuminating 
power for a daily average,” and so on; “ That the above-mentioned proviso at 
the end of clause 30 of the bill should be omitted,” and “that words should be 
added to the above-mentioned clause 42, rendering it clear that the company 
shall pay for all chemicals consumed at the testing-places in testing the gas, 
and that the company shall also pay the expense of cleaning the testing-places 
and apparatus therein.” That was much too small a point to discuss on the 
preamble. “That clause 48 should be amended by providing that the gas exa- 
miners should deliver, not a report of the test, but a report of the result of the 
test or tests in the said bill mentioned.” That, he (Mr. Denison) thought, was 
conceded. ‘“ That by virtue of the City of London Gas Act, 1868,and The Gas- 
light and Coke Company’s Act, 1868, the illuminating power of the gas supplied 
by the company (with which other companies have since amalgamated) is 16 
candles, and, as your petitioners submit, it is most desirable that there should 
be one uniform illuminating power for the gas supplied to the metropolis, and 
that by the bill provision should be made to give an illuminating power of 16 
candles instead of 14 candles.” That was returning to the same point. “That 
the words ‘ consuming at the rate of 5 cubic feet an hour, a light equal in 
intensity to the light produced from 14 sperm candles,’ in clause’ 55 of the 
bill, should be omitted, inasmuch as it is desirable that the character of the 
burner should be prescribed by referees, and not by legislative definition.” That 
was a point that had been fought again and again on the question of burners, 
and he (Mr. Denison) thought if anything in the world was settled, that 
was. “ That the price of gas, as proposed by the said bill, should be reduced, 
and that the price of gas to be charged under the powers contained in the bill 
should be uniform, and not depend upon the locality to which the supply is 
= Would they like to have it raised to Mr. Cardwell’s standard of 88. 9d.? 

fost certainly they would not; what they wanted was to reduce the highest 
to the lowest, and not to have an average struck. “That the share capital 
a of the company, as set forth in the second schedule of the bill, 
should be revised in the interest of the gas consumers, and so as to secure at 
an early date a reduction of price or an increase of the illuminating power of 
the gas supplied by the meen pe and that preference should not be given to 
certain portions of the capital of the amalgamated company, as proposed to be 
defined by the said bill, and that the dividends payable should be less than 
those prescribed by the bill.” That was, in substance, the same question which 
was discussed in the last bill. If there was to be a revision of capital, that 
was to say, & certain quantity of capital written off, of course, that would 
tend to the reduction of the dividend, because the 10 per cent. would be 
calculated on asmall capital; and that would be confiscation. “That the Act 
should provide for due inquiry being made into the smount of the 








— 
capital of the company, and the application of such capital.” If % 
thing was settled and provided for e 1868 and 1869, that was provided 
for by the audit commissioners. ‘And that powers should be given by 
the bill to disallow any improper expenditure of capital.” The auditors 
had the Dac most ‘fully already; they had exerci it and stopped diyj- 
dends. He would then take the petition of the Plumstead Board of Works, 
the first important paragraph in which stated that it would not be for the publig 
advantage that the two companies should be amalgamated. That they might 
settle with the Board of Trade and Mr. Cardwell. Then they said that by the 
4th clause of the bill it was proposed to enact that certain parts of the Metro. 
ed Gas Act, 1860, should not apply to the companies when amalgamated, 

hat was because there bad been later legislation which did apply, and which 
was for the very purpose of revising the Act of 1860. The petitioners then 
submitted that the companies when amalgamated should be subject particularly 
to the provision of the Act of 1860, restricting the payment of arrears of 
dividend toa period of six years. That was a mare’s nest, as it was already 
dealt with by another clause in the bill, and the company would not be able to 
pay any more back dividends inthat way. The petitioners also asked that the 
7th clause of the bill should not pass into law, seeing that it might operate to 
the prejudice of the public by extending to the amalgamated company powers, 
privileges, and exemptions which had not been conferred by Parliament on the 
two companies or either of them. What that meant he (Mr. Denison) did not 
know. It put the Phoenix under many obligations they were not under at 
present, but what power it gave them thattheyhad not at present he was wholly 
ignorant of. “That all profits of the company in excess of the amount to be 
limited by the bill shouid be applied in the reduction of the price of gas supplied 
by the company, and that no insurance-fund should be formed out of such 
surplus profits; and that the application of excess of profits, as proposed by 
the 31st clause of the said bill ought not to be sanctioned.” That was the last 
idea of gas agitators. ‘‘ That the power to apply for the appointment of com. 
missioners proposed to be given by the 57th clause should be extended to district 
boards, formed by or under the Metropolis Local Management Act.” That 
involved a kind of collateral duel between little boards and big ones which they 
might settle among themselves, “That the pressure at which the gas is to 
be supplied to consumers, as provided by the 85th clause of the bill, is not 
sufficiently high.” That wasa new point. “ That the charge for gas supplied 
for public lamps should not be higher than the lowest price charged by the 
company at the same time to any customer whatever, whether public or private, 
and that the 100th clause of the bill be altered accordingly.”” That was a point 
which had been discussed over and over again, not merely in the metropolis, 
but everywhere else, and Parliament had settled what was admitted before the 
referees to be the stereotyped clause, which clause was adopted in the present 
bill. The vestries of St. Mary, Lambeth, and St. Mary, Newington, came next, 
and in their combined petition they denied the truth of the preamble, and 
stated that the real object of the bill was to prevent any election in the 
price of the gas supplied by the South Metropolitan Company (which they 
were informed would soon take place), and thereby keep up the price of gas 
supplied by the Phoenix, But what good could it do to keep up the price of 
gas when it could not put a penny more into the company’s pockets ? 
The petitioners then alleged that the advantage gained by amalgamation would 
be so small as not to influence in any appreciable degree the cost of production 
of gas; but that applied to the whole principle of amalgamation. “That there 
is no doubt, as your petitioners are advised, and as they believe the published 
accounts of the metropolitan gas companies prove, that small companies”— 
this is a new idea—‘“ can supply gas at a lower price, and with greater com- 
parative profit, than large ones.” All he (Mr. Denison) could say to that was 
that, if so, the legislation of the last four years was wrong. “ That it is also an 
admitted fact that gas can be supplied more economically in a city or town dis- 
trict than in a suburban district.” In the present case both had to be dealt 
with. The petitioners next complained that the Phoenix were charging 3s, 9d. 
per 1000 feet in their town district, and 4s, in their small suburban district, 
while the South Metropolitan were supplying gas of a superior quality through- 
out the whole of their district at Ss. 2d. It was impossible to please people, 
whatever might be done, in dealing with subjects of town and suburban supply. 
If a supply was not given to the suburbs they complained; and, if it was given, 
then came the question of price. It was true that the town people must suffer 
a little for the benefit of the suburban people ; but the answer to that was, 
that they liked to have suburban people in the concern for the purpose of local 
government and other purposes, and must take the evil with the good. There 
was also a petition from the Wandsworth Board of Works, who said very much 
the same thing; and then came the petition of gas consumers, which was the 
petition of Mr. Dresser Rogers and Co. That gentleman had discovered that 
gas companies always maintained that a town or city district should be sup- 
plied more economically than suburban districts, and he had also discovered & 
good many more propositions that were equally true in mathematics. These 
consumers were at a loss to conceive how the public could benefit by merging 
the South Metropolitan in the Phosnix. He (Mr. Denison) thought he might 
say they were honestly and fairly ignorant that the South Metropolitan were 
in the condition he had described—viz., that if no amalgamation took place 
they would be obliged to spend a good deal more capital. The South Metro- 
politan Company supplied no less than 6 million cubic feet per mile of their 
pipes, whereas the Phoenix only supplied 24 million cubic feet. That was an- 
other simple way of proving that the South Metropolitan could afford to supply 
gas cheaper than the Phcenix. Before concluding, he (Mr. Denison) ought, 
perhaps, to tell the committee there had been some little discussion abouts 

int that was conceded. The agents for the bill wrote to the Metropolitan 
oard of Works on Feb. 29, 1872, as follows:— 

You have presented a petition on behalf of the Metropolitan Board of Works, which 
is technically directed against the preamble of the bill; but having regard to all that 
has taken place during the last few years on the subject of gas legislation, we presume 
that your real object is to get this bill amended, and not wholly rejected. If we have 
not erred in our assumption, perhaps you will kindly let us know what alterations you 
really desire to have made in the bill, so that, if we fail to —_ on all points, we may 
reduce our differences to a minimum, and so save expense to all parties. We are anxious 
to agree quickly with our adversary, if possible, as there is not, in truth, any real oppo 
sition to the preamble. The only petitioners who doubt the expediency of amalgamat 
the companies are some local authorities who we venture to think should be sa 
with ypur guardianship, and we shall try so to convince the court of referees. 

The answer to that on March 2, from the Metropolitan Board, was as follows:— 

I will bring your letter of the 29th ult. beforethe Parliamentary Committee, but in the 
meantime you can perhaps inform me whether your clients are prepared to abandon the 
proposed alteration of the City of London Gas Act, 1868, which prescribes daily — 
of the gas; this is an important point upon which I think it is desirable the board sh 
have immediate information. There are, of course, many other material objections, 
but, unless your clients abandon the proposed weekly testing, it seems hardly necessary 
to enter upon them now. Please let me hear from you on Tuesday morning. 

To that letter a reply was sent conceding the point. . 

Mr. RopwEiu: My learned friend referred to some communications that 
passed between the Board of Trade and other people which he referred toa 
the groundwork of the bill. ft 

Mr. Denison: No; I read a letter from the Board of Trade which contained 
that statement. 

Mr. Ropwetu: Are we to have those letters or not? q 

Mr. Denison: You will have that letter which I read, but I will not promise 
anything more. You may ask the witnesses if you please. 

Edward Horner. ., examined by Mr. Brnpzr. 

Ihave been a director of the Phonix Gas Company since 1847, and the chait- 

man since 1867. For some time past my attention and the attention of @7 
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poard has been directed to the question of the expediency of amalgamating with 
the other South London companies. We received a letter from the Board of 
Trade, dated Feb. 9, 1871, which initiated the question. We then put ourselves 
in communication with the directors of the South Metropolitan and Surrey Con- 
gumers Gas Companies, and endeavoured to arrange an amalgamation. On the 
6th of July, 1871, the following letter was addressed by us to the Board of 
Trade :—‘‘ Sir,—I am desired by the board of directors to state that negotiations 
have recently taken place among the three companies supplying the Surrey side 
of the Thames—viz., the Phoenix, Surrey Consumers, and South Metropolitan 
—with a view to amalgamation (the terms of which are in a forward state), and 
to ask whether your department would be good enough to aid in expeditiously 
carrying the same into effect by passing a short bill this session, giving the 
Board of Trade the same power to receive and settle a scheme, to be submitted 
under sections 18 to 24 of the City of London Gas Act, 1868, as the Board of 
Trade now possess with respect to all the metropolitan gas companies, if taken 
jn connexion with the Chartered. (Vide section 56 of The Gaslight and Coke 
Company’s Act, 1871.) Should you wish for a personal conference, a deputation 
will 7 glad to wait upon you.” On the 11th of July we received a reply, and 
on the 12th our secretary was instructed to write another letter to the Bonrd of 
Trade to the following effect :—‘‘ Sir,—I am desired by the board of directors to 
acknowledge your letter of the 11th inst., inquiring if the negotiations for 
amalgamation, referred to in this company’s letter of the 6th inst., have assumed 
such a form as to enable the directors to furnish the Board of Trade with a state- 
ment of the proposed terms of amalgamation before the expediency of intro- 
ducing a bill is decided upon. In reply, I am to state that the three boards of 
directors have agreed—first, that it is expedient, having regard to the repeated 
wish of the Board of Trade, that the three south companies should amalgamate 
and become one company; secondly, that a basis for the arrangement of the 
respective capitals has been agreed to. Beyond these points, settling the rights 
of the proprietors as between themselves, the respective boards cannot go until 
empowered to submit, and the Board of Trade to receive a complete scheme, 
to be approved or amended by them, under the provisions of the City 
of London Gas Act, 1868. The directors, therefore, respectfully repeat their 
application to the Board of Trade, that they would pass a short bill of one clause, 
as submitted, simply extending their power over the three south companies 
which they now possess over the whole thirteen if taken in connexion with the 
hartered), and thus enable the three south companies to submit a scheme to 
be approved by the Board of Trade.” We received a further letter from the 
Board of Trade on the 2nd of August, to the effect that it was too late in the 
session to introduce a bill, That was all that passed in 1871. Subsequently it 
was found impossible to do more than carry out the amalgamation of the two 
companies, and instructions were given to prepare the present bill, which is 
substantially based on the principle of recent metropolitan gas legislation, being 
framed mostly from the Gas Acts of 1868 and 1869. I believe amalgamation 
will be beneficial to the public who are interested in the work of these two com- 
panies. My own company—the Phoonix—have no personal advantage whatever 
to gain by any amalgamation. For the last twelve years we have been in regular 
receipt of our maximum dividends. Our accounts have always been published. 
As far as my company are concerned this bill has been introduced, not to secure 
any interests of our own, but in consequence of the representations of the Board 
of Trade and their suggestions, and in order to carry out their views. I have no 
doubt but that the united companies, by economy of manufacture, will be enabled 
to reduce the price of gas. Our company has manufacturing power very largely 
in excess of the present requirements of the district, and the works are situated 
exceedingly favourably for cheapness of manufacture, being actually at the 
river side, which is not the case with the South Metropolitan Company, conse- 


uently they incur considerable, cost for carriage of coal. The South Metropolitan 
men are up to their full manufacturing power, and, if left to themselves, must 
lay out fresh capital in increasing their plant, whereas, by amalgamating, they 


will be enabled to use our surplusages, and so save further outlay for some years to 
come. The accounts of the South Metropolitan Company for last year show a far 
less favourable result than former years, in consequence‘of the increased price of 
¢oal and other material; and I think the cost of coal, iron, and labour will go 
on increasing. With regard to its effect on the consumers in the Phenix dis- 
trict, I think the bill improves their position and interests in several particulars, 
and restricts our powers. In the firet place, we are now under obligations to 
supply 12-candle gas only, but by this bill we must supply 14-candle gas. We 
are at present entitled to a reserve-fund equal to 10 per cent. on our capital; 
this will be cut down to 5 per cent. if the bill passes. We have no Government 
referees to test the purity of our gas; whereas the bill appoints them, and we 
shall come under their regulations as to quality. It also makes provision for a 
reduction of the maximum price of gas upon application to the Board of Trade, 
and reduces our present maximum price, which is 4s. 6d., to 4s. and 3s, 9d. So 
that the alterations are, without exception, in one direction—viz., in favour of 
the interests of the consumers and against ourselves. I believe, since the state- 
ment of the authorized capital of our company, contained in the first schedule to 
the bill, was printed, there has been a call of £18,000, which would alter the. 
£162,000 into a larger sum ; but with that exception it is correct. : 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cripps : I think our company were last in Parliament 
in 1864, and since that time a great deal of discussion and much legislation have 
taken place in the metropolis on gas questions; but they have only been able to 
affect companies that have come to Parliament for some favour since those 
general principles were laid down. The application to Parliament in the bill 
of 1868 was for powers to amalgamate ; but that of 1869 was legislation on the 
proposition of the companies to have a money bill. We have followed the prece- 
dent of the more recent one. 

Mr. Crirps: Now, with regard to the communications of the Board of Trade, 
have ~ai not expressly pointed out to you, in some of them, that they prefer 
the legislation of 1868 to that of 1869? 

Witness : I do not think they have. We were asked generally to agree to 
amalgamate when we were there, and all the communications in writing have 
been read. I am not cognizant of the application made by the Board of Trade 
tothe South 9g aap Company. Iam aware that, on every application of 
late days, whether for money or for amalgamation, Parliament has insisted on 
Various provisions for lowering the price, increasing the illuminating power, 
and several other matters, The South Metropolitan Gas Company have for some 
time past been supplying their district at 3s. 2d., without making any charge 
for meter-rent, and consistently and simultaneously with that price they are in 
& very flourishing financial position. They are giving 14-candle gas. They 
have a full reserve-fund, which, of course, arises from the surplus profits over 

10 per cent. ; and in addition they have an insurance-fund which is taken 
out of savings of profit, Ido not know their present balance at the bankers. 
I only looked to see ‘what the net profit was. They may require some more 
capital to increase their works, but that would be seompet by the extra profits 

» although it would take some time before they were in full employ. 

. Carers: Have you any doubt that if the South Metropolitan Company 
Were now to come before Parliament to ask for any favour, their maximum 
Price would be fixed at 3s. 2d. ? 

- Denison : I object to that question. 

aie aay ge 

r. CRIpps : is bill passes, the amalgamated com ny will have the 

ab make a 3s. 6d. price over the entire district—that is to say, to increase 
rnarge in the South Metropolitan district from 3s. 2d. to 3s, éd.—and any 
Phonte aan result from that increase would go probably to the benefit of the 
do mpany as much as of the South Metropolitan Company. Our com- 
Pany do not require any additional profit to be brought in, if they go on econo- 





mically, to enable them to get their 10 per cent. The South Metropolitan Com- 
pany have a considerable reserve, which, with the insurance-fund, will belong 
to the joint company. We guarantee the South Metropolitan shareholders a 
preference dividend of 10 per cent. on the whole of their paid-up capital, and on 
a — of that which is to be called up—that is, £100,000 beyond the original 
capital. 

r. Crrpps: That reserve-fund cannot possibly be wanted, under those cir- 
cumstances, for the South Metropolitan shareholders, as they are guaran 

Witness : I cannot say that. 

at Carers: Do you mean that your guarantee to them is not worth 
anything ? 

Witness: It certainly is; but, taking the price of material and so on, the 
reserve might be wanted for them, although I do not contemplate that the price 
of coals is going to alter so that the Phoenix will not be able to divide any- 
thing. And so long as we divide anything the South Metropolitan Company 
are quite safe. At present we have no reserve-fund proper, but we have a 
balance of £40,000, which is available to make up our dividends to 10 per cent., 
and is in reality more than equal to pay a half year’s dividend. We consider 
ourselves in a position more than competent to supply the whole district, as we 
have a large surplus power. 

By Mr, Ropwe.u: The bill first originated with ourselves, by negotiation 
with the other two companies, and was in consequence of a letter which we 
received from the Board of Trade in February. 

Mr. Ropwetu: That letter seems to be a reply to some previous letter. 

Mr. Denison : No. 

Mr. RopweE 1 : It was referring to an interview which the representatives of 
the gas company had. (To witness: ) Were you present at that interview? 

Witness : Yes. We met by desire of the Board of Trade to confer on the 
subject of amalgamation, and but for it we probably should not have moved in 
the matter. I have not heard that the consumers of both companies are now upon 
the eve of having the price reduced. We have not got our reserve-fund full ; 
hy entitled to 10 per cent. on our capital, and we have nothing like it—only 

,000. 

Mr. Ropwett : Can you suggest any mode by which the South Metropolitan 
consumers will be benefited by the bill ? 

Witness: The amalgamation will promote great economy, and eventually will 
be- the means of benefiting them. I know the price at which they are at present 
supplied; but I doubt whether a reduction can ensue shortly, for things cannot 
go on as they are now. The benefit to them will be very great ; there will be 
considerable saving in manufacture, inasmuch as their works are now full, and 
they must build another retort-house immediately unless this bill passes. When 
we get the full advantage anticipated, I cannot tell what the price will be 
reduced to, but their profit last half year was only £64 more than enough to pay 
their 10 nd cent. dividend, The prices of iron, coal, and labour are so enor- 
mously altered that it is quite impossible to say the amount of benefit, in the 
reduction of price of gas, that will be derived from the amalgamation. Bix 
months ago we might have calculated, but we cannot now form any definite 
notion. Coal has increased 40 per cent. at the pit’s mouth. We have great 
advantages, being situated at the side of the Thames for the landing of coal, 
and in this respect are better off than the South Metropolitan Company. I do 
not know what they get their coal at, but should be surprised to find they get 
them cheaper than we do. We consider that by putting ourselves under the Eis 
Act of 1868, with reference to the referee’s power, that we are making a con- 
cession in favour of the public. We should not have sought an amalgamation 
unless it had been to our advantage, but we hope, by united economy, equally 
to benefit the consumers and ourselves. I donot think the South Metropolitan 
consumers will be injured, and our own either improved or injured. At present 
they will be left much as they are; but if coals were 2s. 6d. a ton less, a consi- 
derable difference would resnlt. Economy will make much in favour of the 
consumers, but not immediately, For a year or two probably things will remain 
as they are, but I cannot pledge myself to it. 

By Mr. Pemper : The ‘balance of the South Metropolitan Company at Mid- 
summer, 1871, was between £5000 and £6000, and by their last half-yearly 
account only between £60 and £70—that is after paying dividend. Part of the 
difference may be attributable to the increase of price in coals, but not all. I 
cannot tell how much. The Phenix Gas Company do not intend to call up 
any further capital out of its uncalled capital at present; there is no necessity 
for it, or for any of the £100,000 of the South Metropolitan. 

Mr. Pemper: ‘The South Metropolitan shares shall bear a preference divi- 
dend of 10 per cent. per annum in respect of the £300,000 already called, and a 
further sum of £100,000 to be called, making together £400,000 ;”’ that is in 
the schedule of the bill. What do you mean then by the words “ To be called ?”’ 

Witness: Whenever it is necessary to call up capital for the purpose of ex- 
tending the works; but the fact of the matter is, that the South Metropolitan 
have £200,000 which, in that sense of the words, ‘*‘ to be called up,” is to be 
called up. We make a distinction between them because one is to receive a 
guaranteed dividend, the other is not. I have heard their own engineer estimate 
that the South Metropolitan Company would have to spend not less than 
£25,000 on retort-houses and other matters. I have not gone into the question 
of saving in the cost of manufacture and administration by the amalgamation— 
the engineers have done that. 

Mr. PeMBER: Are you going to call the engineers ? 

Mr. Denison : I shall not tell you. 

By Mr. Pemser: I have heard no complaints from consumers in our district 
as to the price of gas. We have always reduced the price voluntarily, and our 
consumers have had faith that we would reduce when we could, that we do not 
get complaints. The population in the district is increasing a good deal, but 

cannot tell at what rate. 

By Mr. Barrow: The total’capital which the South Metropolitan Company 
have power to raise is £500,000. Of that amount £300,000 is already called up, 
upon which, in the event of the amalgamation, 10 per cent. will be aan. 
It is proposed to call up the £200,000 in course of time, as the necessity of the 
district requires it, and to guarantee 10 per cent. on £100,000 of it. The 
remaining £100,000 will rank as ordinary shares. 

By Sir Monpaunt We.ts: We charge for meters, which the South Metro- 
politan Company do not. 

Re-examined by Mr. Denison: We do not propose anything about callin 
up; we merely take powers to do it, and whether we do it or not will depen 
on the requirements of the district. It will be settled by the auditors from time 
to time. 

Mr. Denison: You were asked whether the Act of 1860 was not more strin- 
gent than this Act. I daresay you know thisstatement of Mr. Cardwell’s about 
it: ‘* Your committee are convinced that the Act of 1860, and the arrangements 
there sanctioned, have been evidently favourable to the companies, but not in 
the interests of the consumers.” 

Witness: Yes; I believe it was the failure of the Act of 1860 that was the 
main cause of the legislation in 1868. I have never heard of anything in the 
1868 Act more favourable to the companies than that in the, 1860 one. 

Mr. Denison: You were asked a question, early in the case, about some 
communications from the Board of Trade to the South Metropolitan Company ; 
the letters are what may be called circulars to all the companies. 

Witness: In the first instance. Therefore, as far as I know, there can be 
nothing else in the case than the series of letters that have been put in and 
read, By this bill our reserve-fund will be reduced from 10 per cent. to 5 per 
cent., and this applies to our whole capital, although not to that of the South 
Metropolitan Company. The reserve-fund has respect to the total capital of the 
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company, and not to private arrangements among the shareholders. If there is 
a less capital bearing a precarious dividend, the risk to that capital is twice as 
great by guaranteeing. 

Sir Morpaunt We.ts: Had you any communication with the Surrey Con- 
sumers Company in reference to amalgamation ? 

Witness : We had; but they retired because they wanted other terms for 
themselves, which we did not think we ought to grant. 

Sir Morpaunt Weis: Will you undertake to state that the gentlemen who 
negotiated the matter with your company did not expressly and distinctly state 
that they would not join in giving the guarantee to an uncalled-up capital of 
£100,000? 

Witness: We had several interviews, but to the best of my belief they did 
not make the objection. They wanted terms to which we thought they were 
not entitled. 

The Commirree: You do not know that of your own knowledge? 
believe it? 

Witness : I believe the Surrey Consumers Company were a disunited board ; 
some of the directors were for and some against it. 

Mr. George Livesey, examined by oo SarGoon, 

Iam the secretary and engineer of the South ome Gas Company. 
My father was secretary to the company for 33 years. During his lifetime the 
subject of the amalgamation of the companies was very often considered. Asa 
practical man, I think the tendency of an amalgamation would be to economize 
the cost of production of gas. The district supplied by our company comprises 
nearly the whole of Camberwell, and parts of the parishes of Lambeth, New- 
ington, Bermondsey, St. George-the-Martyr Southwark, and Streatham. It is 
chiefly a suburban district. The consumption of gas increases very rapidly year 
by year. Last year the increase amounted to 60 million cubic feet, which is at 
the rate of 10} per cent. upon the previous year. If we continue the supply 
single handed we should have to erect some new works next year, and must ex- 
pend £20,000 or £25,000 to begin with. The Phoenix Company have large 
manufacturing power, which would be utilized in the event of an amalgama- 
tion. We should probably call up £30,000 this year if the amalgamation did 
not take place. We have at present a surplus capital of £31,000, but we have 
made contracts for a gasholder and tank, which alone will absorb £24,500. The 
result of our last half year’s working was that we had £65 balance over and above 
the amount required to pay our dividends. At the end of the previous half 
year the balance was £5900. There are several reasons for this difference. In 
the first place, the profit of the first half year is always greater than the second. 
The increase in the price cf coal has also affected the result to some small extent. 
We are under contracts for coals at the present time, the difference in the net 
cost of which (without freight) will be £10,000 more during this year than last. 
‘We cannot make 10 per cent. tais year, so that, unless we had a reserve-fund, our 
shareholders must go without a portion of their dividend. The Phenix Com- 
pany have a manufacturing station at Greenwich, which is an almost unri- 
valled position in London for that purpose. The amalgamation of the two com- 
panies will, [ think, be an interchange of benefits to each. If carried out, I 
expect the South Metropolitan consumers would get a supply immediately from 
Greenwich. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Cripps: The increased cost of coal is not compen- 
sated for by an enhanced value of coke. The price of coke was just as low last 
winter as the winter before, perhaps lower. We should have to expend 
£20,000 at once, and to add to our works year by year. We have found in our 
district that the profits of the company have increased as we have increased our 
works and supplied more gas. ‘The business of our company has been a very 
profitable one for some time. We must from time to time extend our works in 
order to supply the demand of the public for gas. We have been supplying gas 
in our district since the early part of 1870 at 3s. 2d. per 1000 cubic feet. We 
have power to charge meter-rents, but we have not done so for many years. We 
supply the railway companies, who are very large consumers of gas, at 3s. 

r. Cripps: I am happy to think the profits have been so large withal. 
Wanting something to do with the money, the company have been extremely 
liberal to their officers ? 

Witness : We have nothing to complain of. 

Mr. Cripps: In point of fact, my learned friend suggests that from the com- 
_v* . point of view there is nothing whatever to complain of for want of 

rality ? . 

Witness ; I do not think the servants are paid too well. 

Mr. Cripps: I do not foramoment suggest that. But, well or ill, the company 
have been able recently to make a considerable addition to the salaries of some 
of their servants ? 

Witness : The clerks had an increase last year. 

Cross-examination continued: The company are perhaps in such a position 
that any very great economy is not required to be exercised in the matter. They 
can divide no more among their shareholders than 10 per cent.; but, having 
done that, they do not throw their money abroad by being liberal in this 
respect. I do not suppose the object of the Phenix pore is to obtain the 
surplus profit we have to apportion among their servants if they please. I think 
they would still have the same motive for strict econom in carrying on their 
business that they now have. They are now charging 3s, 9d. for gas, and we 
are charging 3s, 2d., and it must be a motive with them to reduce their price. 
They have a monopoly, and they pay 10 per cent. They will take our reserve- 
fund if the amalgamation is effected, but as to profits [ am afraid there will be 
none this year in excess. 

By Sir Monpaunt We tts: I am not certain whether the price of gas in 
1847 was 8s.; it is now 3s. 2d. I have been connected with the company since 
1850. The profits of the company have decreased this year. In the event of 
amalgamation, I think there is a chance of the consumers having a reduced 
charge, because coals can be bought at the Greenwich station at something like 
1s, 6d. per ton less than anywhere less. I believe we are now paying about the 
same price for coal as the Phosnix Company pay, but I cannot say positively. I 
cannot say that we are paying less. The Equitable, Great Central, South 
Metropolitan, and Independent Companies are four of the small London com- 
panies. I have very often found that the small companies are able to work more 
economically than the large companies. The four companies named work more 
economically than the Chartered, the Phoenix, and the Imperial, because the 
former are of more recent date. The Pheenix Company have made gas quite as 
economically as we have, but they have not worked quite so economically as 
regards the price at which they sell it. It is not my province to say whether 
it is proposed to equalize the rate over the two areas, but there has never been 

any intention to increase it in our district, so that the consumers there will not 
be et at a disadvantage. There is a power in the bill to increase the price 
to 3s. 6d., but we have already that power. 

Sir Morpaunt WELts: But if the rate is equalized, must not the district in 
which the low rate now prevails suffer ? 

Mr. Denison: There is no provision for equalizing in the bill. 

The Cuarrman: I think bm hardly understood the question. 

Sir Morpaunt Wetts : What I say is this. There are two districts, and in 
one district the ch: is 3s. 2d., and in the other it is 4s. We will say, suppose 
after the amalgamation there is an equalization of rates, will not that have the 
effect of raising the rate in the district where, at the present time, there is a 
charge of 3s. 2d. ? 

Mr. Denison: The question is nonsense in itself. I object to the question 
because it has no meaning as it stands. If the rate is equalized at the lower 
rate, it will be lowered ; if it is equalized at the higher rate, it will be raised. 


You only 


Sir Morpaunt Wetts: The witness understands the question now, and he 
can answer it. 

Witness : If an average is struck, the 3s. 2d. consumers will suffer damage, 

_ Cross-examination continued: The mileage of mains in the South Metropo. 
litan district is nearly 150 miles, and the consumption of gas about 4 million 
feet per mile per annum. ‘The cost of coal and cannel together varies eye 
ear; last half year it was 14s. per ton. We have canal accommodation for 
anding coal; the Phenix Company have accommodation on the river. If they 
are paying 9d. per ton more than we are, I can only account for it by the cogt 
of lighterage. Their coals are taken in barges up to Vauxhall, and it costs them 
more to take them up the river in that way than it costs us to bring them from 
the dock up the canal, because we use our own barges. I do not know it agq 
fact that they pay 2s. per ton more than we do. We have a large quantity of 
surplus land, which is our own freehold, at present used as market gardens, go 
that in any increase of our works there would be no expense for acquiring land 
which is a serious matter in the metropolis. ‘ 

By Mr. Taesicer: During the two years we have been charging 3s. 24, for 
gas we have expended money on capital account. In 1870 we expended about 
£15,000. Almost every year since I have been connected with the campany we 
have had an expenditure more or less on capital account for the necessary ex- 
tension of our works. That has not hitherto required us to raise the price of 
gas, but I am afraid that the expenditure of £15,000 or £20,000 this year would 
oblige us to do so, 

Mr. THEsIcGER: I see the preamble of the bill states that ‘‘ Whereas an ama}. 
gamation of the undertakings of the two companies would be of great public 
advantage.” ef I ask what you put forward as the great public advantage to 
be derived from this amalgamation } 

Witness: Economy in manufacture and economy in distribution, and a 
better supply to both districts. 

Mr. THEsiGeR: Have you had any practical experience yourself of the 
results of amalgamation, so far as economy of management is concerned ? 

Witness : No; not personally. 

Mr. TuEsiGEeR: Have you had any personal experience as regards increased 
economy in distribution by amalgamation ? 

Witness : Hitherto I have had nothing to do with amalgamation. My expec. 
tation of its advantage is based only on my practical knowledge of the supply 
of gas generally. 

Cross-examination continued: I am sure the companies will work as econo- 
mically as they can, In 1870 the balance of surplus profit we carried forward 
was about £11,000, but that was the accumulation of years. Our reserve-fund 
was filled up in 1862. The limit of that fund is £30,000. By the Act of 1869 
we were prohibited from reserving more than 5 per cent. on our paid-up capital, 
which, being now £300,0000, would properly be £15,000; but we had put by 
£20,000 seven years previously, and Parliament allowed us to retain it, without 
permitting us to add to it until our paid-up capital is £400,000. There is no 
arrangenent as to raising an additional £100,000, nor any understanding what- 
ever respecting it. We are to have 10 per cent. preference upon £100,000 
additional when raised. I have no other advantage to put forward as a reason 
for amalgamation, except economy of management and distribution, 

By Mr. Pemper: Including the balance brought from the previous year, we 

received in 1870 £52,000,*and out of that we disbursed for the half year’s divi- 
dends two sums of £13,000 odd, leaving a balance of £25,000 odd, which appears 
in the accounts of the first half of 1871. At the end of that year the £25,000 had 
become £32,000. Out of that the dividend for the half year had to be paid, 
that the balance was then £17,000 odd, which is more than another half year’s 
dividend. Our balance last year was increased by about £6000—i.e., our profits 
were £6000 more than was required to pay the dividends. We propose, if we do 
not amalgamate, to spend about £25,000 in new works, upon which outlay we 
shall pay 10 per cent.—viz., £2500. The balance of £6000 odd represents 
more than two years dividend upon the bores extra expenditure. 
_ By Mr. Cterk: The district supplied by the South Metropolitan Company 
is principally suburban and the population scattered. The population of the 
town district of the Phenix Company, when the 3s. 9d. price is charged, is 
much denser than ours; in the 4s. district it more resembles Streatham. 

The CHarrMaN: There is one question which arises out of a reply you made, 
You said that the Independent Company, being smaller and more recent, had 
bo ra economically than the large companies. Upon what ground do you 
say that } 

Witness : In the case of the Independent Company, which was established 
some 40 years ago, they had an independent district from the first. The Char 
tered Company gave thema separate district from the first, without any inter 
ference or competition. 

The CHAtRMAN: Was it the absence of competition that made it mor 
economical ? 

Witness: Yes. 

The CxatrMAN: Does the same remark apply to the other small companies 
you have named? 

Witness : The Equitable had a very small district, and a very rich one, barel 
a square mile in all, including Pall Mall, a part of the Strand and Pimlico, an 
this tended derably to y in the supply of gas. 

The CHARMAN : Did economy arise from the size of the company in any way 
—from the smaller area they had to supply—or merely from the special circum 
stances of the locality ? z 

Witness : In the case of the Independent and the Equitable it was the locality 
more than anything else. In the case of the Great Central it arose from its being 
a modern meeny established to supply the City only. 

Re-examined by Mr. Den1son: Excluding the balance brought forward from 
the previous year, the surplus profit in 1870—ie., after paying the dividends 
for the year—was £3200, The size of the companies which have been referred 
to has not, I think, anything to do with their working more economically bat 
the circumstances of the time when they came into existence, the absence 
competition, and other things. 

Mr. Denison: I told the committee in my opening speech that your compaly 
made annually 6 million feet of gas per mile of main. 

Witness : It is about 4 million. 4 

Mr. Denison : I am told that it was 6 million when there was a parliamentary 
return in 1866. 

Witness: It may have been so. I cannot speak to that. Ido not know what 
the sale of the Phoenix is per mile. 

Re-examination continued: The surplus of £17,000 which we had on the 
31st of December, 1871, was the accumulation of ten years since the time whet 
our reserve-fund was made up to £20,000. If this bill does not pass, we 
be under the necessity of spending £20,000 or £25,000 immediately. ee 

Mr. Denison: You were ask general questions about amalgamate 
you said you had no personal experience of the results of it; but I un F 
you are in your own ferson the result of an amalgamation. You are an 
mation of a secretary and an engineer. 

Witness: Yes, I am. 

Mr. Denison: And that is an amalgamation the company have effected Te 


lately. 
Witness: Very lately indeed. j 
Mr. Denison: Have they saved money, or spent more money by it? 
Witness: They have saved considerably. <3 We 
Mr. Denison: I thought we were told we had no motive for savi0g 
have done it; we have rolled two gentlemen into one. 
hich had been preseald! 






































































































The Cuatrwan: I do not think you quite understand the question. 









Sir Morpaunt WELLS applied that the petitions w 
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to the House against the bill should be ordered by the chairman to be put upon | 


the table of the committee. g 
Mr. DENISON opposed the application. amit 
The CHAIRMAN said the committee could not accede to the application. 


Tuurspay, Marcu 14, 
W. Innes, Esq., examined by Serjeant SarGoop. 

I have been the engineer of the Phoenix Gas Company for 25 years, and have 
a thorough knowledge of the capabilities of manufacture and working of the 
stations of the company. In 1864 our company obtained an increase of 
£360,000 of capital. The amount already called up has been partly applied to 
the purchase of freehold land for extending the manufacturing plant, and for 
extending the gasholder storeage; and for the erection of buildings, tanks, and 
gasholders, to enlarge the manufacturing capacity of the stations. The principal 
expenditure was at Vauxhall, where the freehold land alone absorbed over 
£64,000. The Greenwich works had-an extension of their gasholders. We 
have now a very large surplus manufacturing power, sufficient, if left by our- 
selves, to last for seven years at the same rate of increase as during the last 
five years. The South Metropolitan have arrived at the maximum power of 
manufacture in their present works. One of the results of amalgamation 
would be to bring our surplus power into instant operation, and relieve them 
from expenditure in getting it themselves. The storeage power of the South 
Metropolitan is very deficient; but they have very eligible land upon which 
they can build, a very large extent of it being freehold. Amalgamation will 
be a great benefit to our company, the property of the South Metropolitan 
being almost intermediate between our extreme stations. On the other hand, 
we can help them by very large storeage and distribution. The Phenix 
works are not so well situated for distribution as for manufacture. Our 
storeage stations are inland from our manufacturing, and in a cheaper position 
for occupation. At the Greenwich station we can have coals delivered direct 
on to the works from steamers or sailing vessels. The South Metropolitan 
have to carry theirs in barges along a canal for four miles, causing an expense, 
in addition to the original cost of coal, of 1s. 6d. per ton. By a very little 
alteration in the Greenwich station. we could add half the extent of those 
works for manufacture. If we were able to manufacture from 40,000 tons a 
year more at that station, it would enable us to save nearly £3000. I think 
amalgamation would also considerably lessen the expense of management and 
internal control. The two companies would form one large area, and tho 
distribution would be carried through it equally over the whole. We should 
save any outlay for the South Metropolitan of manufacturing plant for five 
years, and we should also have our supply and quality quite uniform through- 
out both districts. I am aware that the Great Central was in very prosperous 
circumstances as regards its earnings before its absorption by the Chartered, 
and was able to appropriate very considerable surplus profits beyond the 
amount of the dividend; but, notwithstanding that, it was thought proper that 
the principle of amalgamation should take effect, even at the cost of that little 
disturbance of their present prosperity. The same rule applied to the 
Equitable; for two years they had been earning nearly £9000 a year beyond 
their dividend. : 

Serjeant Sarcoop: The Metropolitan Board were raising the same issue 
then as they do now. In their petition, they submitted that the said enact- 
ments would be prejudicial to the consumers of gas in the districts affected, 
inasmuch as it would give the holders of B shares a right to the preferential 
dividend of 10 per cent. without the application of the rules prescribed in 
section 68 of the City of London Gas Act. Notwithstanding that, the amalga- 
mation of these companies was approved by Parliament? 

Witness: Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Crirrs: For the last two years the coals of the 
South Metropolitan have cost more than the coals of the Phoenix. In 1869 the 
cost of coals to the former company was 14s, 830d. per ton; and of the latter, 
14s, 2°30d.—a difference of 6d. per ton against the South Metropolitan. We 
have two other stations besides Greenwich—at Bankside and Vauxhall—the 
cost of coals at which would be nearly equal to the South Metropolitan coals— 
but the return given applies to the whole of the coals used, and not only to 
Greenwich. In -1870 the cost of coals to the South Metropolitan was 14s. 4d. 
per ton; and the Phoenix, 14s. 6°95d., being nearly 3d. per ton more. The 
returns for 1871 are not yet published. The proportion of coal we use at 
Greenwich, as compared with the whole, is one-fourth—that is to say, 30,000 
tons against 123,000 tons. The price we are charging in places adjoining the 
South Metropolitan district is 3s. 9d. per 1000 feet on the town side, and 4s. on 
the Lewisham side. There is a feeling that it would be better to have an 
equal price all over. We find constart dissatisfaction from our customers in 
the districts adjoining the South Metropolitan. We should like an equalization 
of prices, so that the cause of complaint should be removed. 

Mr. Crirrs: You have two ways of removing the discrepancy in price—one 
by levelling up, and the other by levelling down. What you would like would 
be for them to level up to your price? 

Witness: To some extent. 

Cross-examined by Mr. TuEstcER: We supply a large portion of Lambeth 
with gas—considerably more than the South Metropolitan. The population of 
the parish of Lambeth I think exceeds 200,000. We also supply a considerable 

rtion of St. Mary, Newington, the population of which is rather under 90,000. 

ince Lady-day, 1870, we have been charging 3s. 9d. in those two parishes. 
The capital of our company consists first of 27,000 shares of £20 each, £540,000, 
upon which 10 per cent. dividends are to be received. Our second capital 
consists of £144,000 capitalized profits, on which we are allowed 5 per cent., 
accumulated over a great many years, and conceded rather in the way of a 

t than as capital for the purpose of extension. That amount was spent 
in the execution of works out of the divisible profits of the proprietors, and was 
capitalized when we obtained our Act in 1864. Under the same Act we were 
authorized to raise £260,000 stock at 7} per cent., and of that we have called 
oe Sa ite. We have been in receipt of our maximum dividends since 1860, 
which dividends amount in the half year to £36,000. In our profit and loss 
account on Dec, 31, 1870, the net profit carried forward was £66,460 5s. 10d., 
but the dividend for the half year had to come ont of that. According to the 
way in which the accounts are kept, the second half year’s dividend is included 
in the balance carried forward. In the half year ending June 30, 1871, the 
balance and profits together amounted to £74,937, showing an additional profit 
over the preceding half year of between £6000 and £7000. Inthe half year 
ended Dec, 31, 1871, the amount carried forward was £77,875 12s. 6d., nearly 
£3000 over the preceding half year, and nearly £10,000 over the year before. 
ng the last year there was a considerable increase of supply in the parishes 
of Lambeth and Newington, and we may assume our profits will go on in- 
creasing unless there is a considerable increase in the cost of coals, materials, 

and labour. The latter has already affected us. 
- THestcer: Notwithstanding the increased price of labour, and any 
in the price of coal, your profits have been increasing, and those profits 

are carried forward? 

Witness: Decreasing—£7000 on the previons half year against £3600 this 

f year. In the half year ending Midsummer the surplus sige beyond 
dividend was £7000; in the half year ending Christmas the surplus profit was 
In Our half years are both alike; there is no disparity between them. 
a the half year ending Dec. 31, 1869, the balance carried forward, including 

vidend, was £52,686 93. 10d. The amount carried forward from the preceding 
oa was £36,000 plus £8000. There is a very considerable amount of 
ding land still uncovered in the parish of Lambeth; but within the last 





seven years a very considerable extension of building property has becn made. 
From the returns of the two companies for several years I have found that 
after the amalgamation we should be able to continue their increased manu- 
facture and our own for five years. 

Cross-examined by Sir Morpaunt WELLs: In the case of the amalgamation 
of the companies north of the Thames, the consumers received an immediate 
benefit in the shape of a reduction from 4s. to 8s. 9d., and the illuminating 
power was raised from 14 to 16 candles. The calculation of all engineers is 
that that additional two candles would be equivalent to 5d.—2}d. per candle. 
The Great Central was raised from 12 to 16. 

Sir M. Wetts: So that the consumers under that amalgamation bill would 
get their gas at 3s. 4d. 

Witness: 14-candle gas at 3s.4d. The standard illuminating power by the Act 
of 1860 was 12 candles. We propose to place ourselves under the Act of 1868, 
but in reference to the illuminating power to give 14 candles. 

Mr. Bonnam-Carrter: But the Act of 1868 requires 16. 

Sir M. Wetts: Yes; but he proposes to put himself under the Act of 1868, 
and to limit the illaminating power to 14. ; 

Witness: Yes; as the legislation of 1869 did to the two companies who 
obtained their Acts. We propose to charge 4s. and 3s. 9d. as the maximum. 

Sir M. Wetts: So that in point of fact you come here for the amalgamation, 
without offering any certain or immediate advantages. It is another question 
what may happen afterwards, but upon the face of the bill you do not propose 
to give to the consumer any advantage in reference to diminished charge, and 
you propose to give him only 14 candles instead of 16, as under the other amal- 
gamation bill, 

Witness: That is not quite our position. 

Cross-examination resumed: Under the Act of 1869, the South Metropolitan 
are bound to give 14 candles, with a maximum of 3s. 6d.; and the Impe- 
rial are the same. If our bill passes we shall give 14 candles with 4s. and 
33. 9d. In 1860 our capital of £888,000 was receiving a dividend of 9 per cent. 
I stated in 1867 that when the South Metropolitan came into existence they 
had the benefit of experience, and probably did things cheaper, and the result 
has proved that my answer was correct, by a reduction to 3s. 9d. Supposing 
the amalgamation not to take place, they have facilities for new works by 
having in their possession large quantities of land. We have land, and we have 
also works erected. One ton of ordinary Durham coals would make 9700 feet 
of gas. 

Sir M. Wetts: Taking your saving at 1s. 6d., how does it work out in refe- 
rence to the charge for gas and the 9000 and odd cubic feet from one ton of 
coal ? 

Witness : From 9700 cubic feet we would in all probability be enabled to sell 
8500, and that would be about 2d. per 1000. Before wecan bring it to a matter 
of account, we have to deduct the unaccounted-for gas, amounting to 12 per 
cent. We are now paying our statutory dividend, which amounts to 8} per 
cent. on the whole of our capital. In the accounts of the present year there is 
already a slight surplus. Upon the capital of the South Metropolitan Company 
already called up we propose to give a 10 per cent. preference dividend, and 
also upon a portion of the additional capital as may be called up—£100,000; 
the remaining £100,000 would bear its proportion with the combined capitals 
es South Metropolitan would then cease to exist, being merged in the South 

.ondon, 

Sir M. Wetts: So that whatever the advantages may have been in reference 
to the South Metropolitan district, and the disadvantages to the Phoenix, those 
disadvantages to a certain extent will remain. 

Witness: They would to a certain extent. 

Sir M. Wetis: The amalgamation bill now before the committee will be 
of certain advantage to the shareholders of the South Metropolitan, by giving 
them a preference of 10 per cent.? 

Witness: They are, and have been for many years, in the receipt of a full 
dividend of 10 per cent., and they will scarcely be altered in position. They 
have as much surplus profit as will enable them to continue to pay the statutory 
dividend upon the capital that might be called up. 

Sir M. Wetts: I understood you also to say that the advantage to the con- 
sumers in the South Metropolitan district was such that they must necessarily 
always be in a superior position to the Phoenix? 

Witness: That is so. 

Sir M. Wexts: So that you are seeking to amalgamate with a a that 
must, under all circumstances, be in a better position than your own 

Witness : We are. 

Sir M. Wetts: And the maximum dividend which you would be entitled to 
would be 10 per cent., the same as the superior company? 

Witness: The statutory dividend; not the 10 per cent. dividend, ours being 
subdivided capital. 

Sir M. WEtLs said since he left the room yesterday, there had been a com- 
munication addressed to the Phoenix Company by the Board of Trade, and he 
called upon the promoters of the bill, in consequence of a statement made by 
Mr. a in opening the case, with reference to Board of Trade, to produce 
that letter. 

Serjeant Sarcoop: Have you shown that you have g right to it? 

Sir M. WELLs said the leading counsel for the bill had based his oom pees 
upon the action of the Board of Trade, and he now asked for it to be pr wend. 

After some conversation, 

The CuarrMan said: We must have the letter. 

Serjeant Saraoop said it should be sent for instantly; all he could then say 
was, that his learned friend opened the case as he would have opened it un- 
doubtedly on the instructions that the letter from the Board of Trade, which 
he read, was the origin of the formation and lodging of the bill. From that he 
did not suppose his learned friend would retract. 

Sir M. Wetts: I think he will. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said the inatter was introduced with a deal of mystification 
—some secret communication outside. 

Sir M. Wetts: There is no secret communication at all. My learned friend 
Mr. Pember interrupted me in my cross-examination by telling me there was a 
documeut existing which I ought to get. 

The CatrMan said the cross-examination had better be continued till the 
letter arrived. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Clerk: The price over our eastern district ranges 
principally at 4s. to 3s. 4d. for two-thirds, and 4s. for one-third. The difference 
of 1s. 6d. between the cost of the South Metropolitan coals and at our Green- 
wich station is made up of 9d. for lighterage, and 9d. for what we technically 
call “ whipping,” or landing coals out of the ships. In the western district the 
price is 3s. 9d. for two-thirds, and 4s. for one-third. In the Streatham and 
Camberwell districts, which are supplied by both companies, the South Metro- 
politan charge is 3s. 2d., and ours 4s. I have already pointed out that one 
instance of diminution of expenditure by the amalgamation would be a saving 
of capital for the construction of works for five years to come, amounting in all 
probability to £30,000. 

Mr. CLERK: Do you not from experience find, that so soon as you increase 
your expenditure on capital account in any of these districts, you immediately 
reap the full benefit of it by getting your maximum dividend? 

itness: We have not done so since 1865. We had been earning our 
maximum dividend before that; but the increase of gas consumption since 
1865 has been very limited indeed in the experience of the Phoenix. The 
South Metropolitan have continued to pay the maximum dividend for man 
years, but they have had very little increase of capital until just now. Amal 
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gamation would also result in a decreased cost for coal by increasing the 
manufacture at the Greenwich works, and there would be a considerable 
diminution in the establishment expenses; I do not mean as applied to the 
office or to the management itself, but as applied to the field of manufacture, 
the economy of labour, and the concentration of works. We should suspend 
the working at one or other of the stations at periods of the year. We should 
keep up the stations as they are, but the staff expenses, and many of the 
expenses incident to carrying on a manufacturing concern would be saved 
during six months in the year. Amalgamation has caused a material diminu- 
tion in staff expenses and cost of manufacture in the case of the Chartered 
Company. The general cost of management, directors, and secretary, and so 
forth, is immaterial; the chief points are labour, materials, and the staff ex- 
penses incident to the manufacture, the continuation of engine power, and 
of working expenses attached to the stations. If we were an amalgamated 
company, the five stations that we have constantly at work might be con- 
centrated for six months of the year into two, so that we could suspend three of 
those stations. From calculations I have made in reference to the expenses I 
am now referring to, I assume there would be a reduction of £20,000 a year by 
reason of the amalgamation. We do not contemplate that the price of the 
South Metropolitan gas will be raised. We cannot afford to charge the same 
rate as they do, because our capital is much larger in proportion to our manu- 
facture. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Barrow: The jurisdiction of the Plumstead District 
Board of Works does not extend into Greenwich. The price of gas in the parish 
of Greenwich is 3s. $d., and, ‘in the exterior parishes, 4s. 

Re-examined by Serjeant Sarcoop: The average illuminating power of the 
Phoenix gas during the last three years has been 14 and 14} candles. We have 
the gas tested by Dr. Letheby emeetey, at each of the stations, and upon 
his basis we continue our manufacture, and that is 14}. 

By Mr. Pemper: The Phoenix Act of 1860 is 12 candles, but we give 14, 

Mr. Bonnam-CartTer: The statutory limitation is 12, but they get an ad- 
vantage in practice. 

Serjeant Sarcoop: I say they get something in compensation for the non- 
reduction in price. 

Mr. Pemser : Not against the South Metropolitan consumers. Your ques- 
tions were based upon your test, but not upon what differences there were 
between you and the South Metropolitan. 

Mr. —, : They do not pay so dear for the thing as might be 
supposed. 

r. Pemper: But as against the South Metropolitan consumers, they pay 
3. 9d. for the same thing that we pay 3s. 2d. for, and the only reason shown for the 
difference is that the Phenix has a larger capital. 

Re-examination resumed: I have not heard anything new from this amalga- 
mation that was not thoroughly sifted and inquired into before Mr. Cardwell’s 
committee. As to the South Metropolitan customers grievance about the question 
of price, we propose to continue the vharge at 3s. 2d. per 1000, but still retaining 
the maximum at 3s. 6d. as the bill now stands. 

Serjeant Sancoop: There being no immediate shown damage as to price, 
there are great advantages that I suppose they will gain by the amalgamation ; 
they get all the benefits of the proper testing of purity ? 

Witness: They would by adopting the recent legislation. They would also 
et the reduction to 5 per cent. of surplus profits, instead of 10 for the reserve- 
und. So far as the South Metropolitan works are concerned, their establishment 

charges would almost cease, while ours would not increase at all. We have also 
a material advantage in our supply of coals which the South Metropolitan have 
not, owing to the length of our contracts; 18 months ago we made a contract 
for three years for the supply of 116,000 tons per annum, at a very low rate— 
6s. and 6s, 4d. for the inboard. A year and a half of that is unexpired, and 
therefore we should not be exposed to the contingency of a higher price for coals 
for a year anda half. The South Metropolitan have already made a contract at 
2s. 6d. a ton above what they were previously paying. We believe the effect of 
amalgamation upon the Phosnix price would be to very rapidly produce a 
reduction. 

By the Commirree: The benefit to the large body of consumers would be a 
reduction of price. Very little benefit would accrue to the consumers of the 
South Metropolitan, but the Phoenix consumers would have almost immediately 
a reduction arising from the economy exercised by them. 

By Mr. Bonnam-Carter: As respects illuminating power, the consumers 
would gain no advantage by the bill unless a higher rate was made compulsory 
than we have at the present time. We could give the South Metropolitan cer- 
tain advantages in manufacturing works to the value of about £30,000, and they 
could serve us in the matter of storeage and distribution by the construction of 
the gasholders they have already contracted for, and which will cost £25,000, 
so there would be a saving of £55,000 in the capital account. 

Mr. Pemper: As regards the South Metropolitan and their consumers that is 
not so; the £25,000 ought to stand off against the £30,000, because you see the 
expenditure of £25,000 would do all we want. The witness is taking credit for 
saving £30,000 to the South Metropolitan, but the South Metropolitan save 
£25,000 to him. If they left the South Metropolitan alone, therefore, they 
will only spend their £25,000; but if they are amalgamated, the £25,000 will 
still have to be spent. 

The Commitree: Your contention therefore is, that they save only £5000. 

Mr. PempBer: Yes, 

Mr, Denison : That is my learned friend’s contention, but it isnot the Phoenix 
Company’s contention. 

Witness : No; there is £30,000 immediate saving. 

By Mr, Pemser : If the South Metropolitan do not spend £25,000 in gasholders 
the Phenix will have to do so. 

Mr. Pemper: But if you left the South Metropolitan alone, then your extra 
expenditure will be £25,000 ? 

Vitness : And £30,000 as well, to build retort-houses, &c. We have had a 
gradually increasing surplus profit for the last four or five years, amounting now 
to upwards of £40,000 ; and the South Metropolitan are equally favoured, so that 
we have got upwards of £80,000 undivided profits. 

By the Committee: I do not think the effect of this amalgamation would be 
to raise the price of gas in the South Metropolitan district. I think we have 
ample power of economy and reduction of expenses that would enable us to 
reduce for ever the district of the Phoonix and retain the South Metropolitan as 
they are. 

Mr. Bonnam-CartrR: Taking the several districts as a whole, is the propor- 
tion of suburban to urban districts pretty equally divided between the Pheonix 
and the South Metropolitan ? 

Witness : The South Metropolitan district is, though suburban, largely filling 
‘with houses; it is chiefly in the parish of Camberwell, and lies in a very popu- 
lous district, although not a town district ; it is a residential district, which has 
dncreased more in gas consumption than town districts have within the last 10 

ears. The increase in the suburban district of the Phoenix has been very much 

rger than the increase in the districts of the urban portion ; we have had a 
greater extent of * lighting from the suburban districts and residential por- 
tions of them. e South Metropolitan have about one-fifth of their district 
urban and four-fifths suburban, and the Pheonix have about three-fourths urban 
and one-fourth suburban. 

By the Commitrez: What I meant by saying that we had recent pressure put 
upon us to equalize the price of gas is, that we had had numerous applications 
by letter from consumers adjacent to the 3s, 2d. district. 








RE 

Mr. Denison asked what had been said by Sir M. Wells about the letter 
from the Board of Trade; and 

Serjeant Sarcoop recapitulated the discussion which had previously taken 
place, adding that his learned friend seemed to indicate there was some portion 
which was not read. 

Sir M. WELLts said his question was, had not a letter been sent from the 
Board of Trade after the adjournment of the committee, and how could that 
involve any imputation ? 

The CHAIRMAN said no imputation was intended by Sir Mordaunt Wells, 

Mr. DENIson said it seemed a letter had been received that morning which 
he saw for the first time two minutes ago. It was as follows :—‘ I am directed 
by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th 
inst.’’—this was dated the 13th of March, 1872, and it seemed very odd, the 
letter having been sent only that morning, that the other side should | know all 
about it; that letter confirmed something he had said about the Board of Trade 
yesterday—“on the subject of the statement contained in a circular issued 
the directors of the Pheonix Gas Company to the consumers in their district, and 
also advertised in The Times newspaper, to the effect that the South London Bill 
was introduced ‘at the request of the Board of Trade.’ In reply I am to inform 
you that the Board of Trade learned with much surprise that a statement go 
unwarranted and calculated to mislead the public had been circulated by the 
Phoenix Company; and, with reference to your explanation that it was intended 
to apply to the views expressed by the Board of Trade, I am to point out to 
you that the bill now before Parliament differs in several material respects from 
the principles laid down in 1867 and 1868” (carefully omitting 1869, as he 
told the committee yesterday), ‘‘ which formed the basis of the communication 
addressed to the gas companies by the Board of Trade on the 9th of February 
1871, on the subject of gas legislation.” He (Mr. Denison) was sure the com. 
mittee would like to see the circular also, which was addressed to the public, and 
it would save time if he read it :— : 

To the Consumers of Gas in the South of London. 

As many erroneous statements have been made as to the effect of the provisions of the 
South London Gas Bill, now in Parliament, the directors of the Phoenix and South 
Metropolitan Companies, by whom that measure is promoted, deem it but right to ex- 
plain to their consumers what the facts really are, so that any alarm caused by the 
oe so circulated may be at once allayed, if not removed. First, the bill is introduced 
—— entirely in the interest of the public, and at the request of the Board of 
The Board of Trade did not like the word “ request,” for the reasons they had 
given, 

No benefit whatever to the companies is sought under its provisions. Second, it does 
not take power to increase the capital, as has been alleged. Third, it does not take 
power to increase the price in any part of the district; on the contrary, it proposes to 
reduce the maximum chargeable in the Phenix district—which comprises two-thirds 
of the whole area—9d. per 1000 feet, and in the outlying neighbourhoods 6d. per 1000, 
Fourth, in addition to the above-named reduction of maximum charge, the bill imposes 
an increase of illuminating power of two candles, which will practically be to raise the 
standard to 15 or 16 candle gas at the consumer’s burner. The following are the clauses 
of the bill which propose to affect the existing powers of the companies :—Clause 27 
gives power to amalgamate with any company, by agreement, supplying gas in the south 
of London. This is simply adopting the amy Le of amalgamation so strongly urged in 
the consumer’s interest by Mr. Cardwell’s committee. Clause 30 restricts the reserve- 
fund to 5 per cent., instead of 10 per cent. as now. Clause 32 appoints Government 
referees to examine gas as to purity, &c. No such supervision in Phenix district now, 
Clause 55 increases standard of illuminating power by two candles in the Phenix dis- 
trict. Clause 56 reduces the maximum chargeable price 9d., and 6d. per 1000 feet in 
Phenix district. Clause 57 provides for revision by the Metropolitan Board of Works, 
Clause 69, report by examiner of illuminating power. Clause 71, forfeiture for defect of 
power. No such obligation upon Phenix now. These and many other provisions are 
for the public protection and benefit, while there is not one which will be of the least 
advantage to the amalgamated company. With regard to amalgamation, the directors 
are influenced by the reports of the parliamentary committees, and the reiterated 
opinions of the Board of Trade; 

—that was, they took both together; the Board of Trade wanted to override 
parliamentary committees— 

and, in deference to those opinions, undertake the responsibilities of the measure, and 
will carry it out in good faith towards their consumers, who alone can possibly receive 
any benefit from its operations. 

Signed by order. That was the circular, and the Board of Trade might fight 
it out with the gentleman who wrote it. Whether the word ‘‘ request” was 
right, he was not concerned to argue any further, but he would remind the 
commitee before he sat down, for fear there should be any possible mistake 
about it, that he pointed out most carefully how the bill did not follow the 
recommendation of the Board of Trade, 

Sir M. We tts: I must object to this speech; there is no imputation. 

Rn Denison: There are ways of making imputations without expressing 
them. 

Sir M. Wetts : I know that. 

Mr. Denison: I have said all that I want to say. I have pointed out care- 
fully that the Board of Trade cannot have any complaint of the companies 
now before the committee through me. I laid before you everything thatI 
knew of, and, as it turns out, everything that there was relating to this matter. 
That is the whole of the evidence on the preamble. 

The Cuarrman (to Mr. Cripps:) Do you call any witnesses ? 

Mr. Cripps: It would not depend upon myself, and before answering that 
question I should like to consult with my learned friends. The case for the bill 
has come to a termination a little sooner than it was proposed to be, and the 
question comes rather by surprise. 

Mr. Dentson: Not by us. 

Sir M. Wetxs: We are suprised at the abrupt termination of the case. 

Counsel having consulted together, 

Mr. Cripps, on behalf of the Metropolitan Board of Works, said he did not 
propose on the preamble of the bill to add anything to the evidence, but would 
offer a few comments on it only as it affected the preamble of the bill. He re 
marked that this was an amalgamation bill, and the whole principle of Parlia- 
ment had been, that when parties applied for amalgamation, they came in fact 
to form a new company; that the old contract that had been made years ago 
between Parliament and the company, and the powers then given having gone, new 
— had to be considered, and a new contract made between the ie 

hat was especially the case where considerable legislation had taken place 
the meantime. In this case general legislation had greatly altered, and circum- 
stances were by no means the same. The Phenix Company had not applied to 
Parliament since 1863 or 1864. In the meantime the question of metropolitan 
gas legislation had been the subject of considerable discussion, and no single 
company had asked any favour where new provisions were not put in entirely 
for the benefit of the consumers, as it had been found that the manufacture of 
gas, if economically and carefully conducted, was a much more profitable business 
than it was supposed to be some ten or twenty years ago. Tt was capable of 
being supplied to the consumers at a much less rate and of very much g 

ower than formerly, quite consistently with a reasonable and proper 

ing paid on the part of the company. Therefore it was quite open to the 
committee, when an amalgamation bill came before them, unless they saw thst 
it embodied to a large extent provisions which, though favourable to the col- 
pany, were as much so to the consumers as could possibly be expected under the 
circumstances, to say that no sanction should be given to it. The Metropolitan 

Board had been constituted, as it were, the protectors of the consumers of 
metropolis, because, however stringent the regulations of the company 
be, it was idle to suppose but that eer might be evaded without much 
if the only parties to complain of an evasion and bring it forward were the in- 
dividual consumers aggrieved by it. It was extremely difficult to get @ 
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of individuals to combine, and it was onerous, expensive, and disagreeable for any 
one person to put himself forward as an aggrieved party, as he would have a 
rful company to contend with; and therefore the only course was to con- 
powe pany ul 
stitute some one to see that, when a law was passed, it should not be evaded with 
impunity. That duty had been cast by legislation on the ae Board of 
Works, and it was not wonderful that the companies did not like the control 
jsed over them; and it would be a great breach of their duty to the Legis- 
lature and to their constituents, the individual consumers of the metropolis, if 
the board did not, on every occasion, come forward and take care to see that the 
islation was proper, and was so effective as to be no injury to any consumer, 
and that they (the board) should have the fullest power of superintendence. 
The board had looked at this bill to see whether it was one which would benefit 
the consumers, and therefore should be sanctioned by Parliament, and they had 
come to the conclusion that it ought not to be allowed to pass. That conclusion 
was the more strong because if the question of amalgamation was taken asa 
mere abstract proposition, as the board and other like bodies considered it, there 
was not only nothing objectionable in it, but even something very desirable. 
Bat this principle should not be taken independently of the particular case to 
which it was to be applied. The question in this case was not an abstract one, 
but whether the present scheme was one which ought to be sanctioned. This 
one had been launched with the immense impetus that it had been made at “the 
stion of the Board of Trade,” and these words were repeated more than once 
mete. Denison’s speech. It was stated that that was the origin of the matter, 
and he further alluded to it in the course of the case. So far as it embodied 
a mere abstract principle, it would no doubt have had the sanction of the Board 
of Trade, as it might in the same way have had that of the Metropolitan Board ; 
but neither of them thought it would be advisable that this particular amalgama- 
tion should take place, because, when the Board of Trade, complaining, said 
the statement was unwarranted, it must be understood that they were entirely 
opposed, in this case, to the principle which the bill proposed. This came out 
strongly in the following extract from letter from the Board of Trade to the 
company :—‘‘I am to inform you” (the company) ‘‘ that the Board of Trade 
learned with much surprise that a statement, so unwarranted and so caloulated 
to mislead the public, had been circulated by the Phenix Company.” It was 
hard to exaggerate the importance of a statement made before any committee 
that the Board of Trade, having considered the matter, had suggested this bill, 
as it must be fully appreciated that it would act with entire impartiality, and 
would be free from the feelings which might be supposed to actuate the 
ies on either side. The only strong part of the bill seemed to be that it was 
put forward by the Board of Trade, as so little was said as to the advantages to 
agcrue from it. The best the chairman of the Phoenix Company could say of it 
was that it was questionable whether the South Metropolitan consumers would 
derive much benefit directly, although they would not be injured by it, and the 
Pheonix consumers would neither be improved nor injured. They were pro- 
posing something, the only justification for which was the benefit of the 
consumers generally of two large districts. What was desirable in all cases of 
this kind was to benefit the consumers, and in that there always was some 
difficulty, when a company ceased any longer to have an interest in economical 
working. Up to the time a company had divided less than 10 per cent., the 
strongest of all motives, self-interest, prompted the most careful arrangement of 
everything conneeted with the business; but as soon as they had arrived at 
10 per cent. it was quite obvious that all those motives were at an end. How 
the interest. was to be kept up was the main thing to be found out, and so when 
an amalgamation of this kind was proposed it was necessary to see whether it 
was clear that neither of the companies had any especial interest any longer in 
keeping up the improvement for the benefit of their shareholders. How was it 
ible to take care that they would do it for the benefit of the consumers? 
express meaning of this bill was not to supply the motives, but to take 
away so much of them as existed. The facts were that the South Metropolitan 
Gas Company had been in a most flourishing condition, they had an ample 
reserve-fund, insurance-fund, and, in addition, had an increasing profit con- 
sistently with their 10 per cent. and their continual reductions to the consumers. 
They were enabled to supply their consumers at 3s. 2d. per 1000, and 33. in some 
cases, but if left alone an almost immediate reduction to a much lower figure 
must take place. Last year they had gradually increased their profits to 
£7000 more than they had had any year before. Now, if the Phenix got hold 
ofit, they would be enabled to apply among themselves a property so valuable 
that they would have still less motive for economy than they ever had before, 
They would then be more certain than ever of being able to divide their 
10 per cent., which they now did with some difficulty ; but if £20,000 of reserve- 
fund were given them and a property which had increased year by year, their 
motives for economy would be iderably | d. There was another motive for 
the bill, and it was this—the inhabitants on one side of a street were charged 3s. 2d. 
bythe South Metropolitan, and on the other, 4s. by the Phenix, and this caused 
es dissatisfaction, and some amount of pressure was put upon the Phenix 
ompany to reduce their price. What was asked by the bill was to take away 
the inequality of price—which was constantly pressed on the Phenix Company 
—and to raise the price to the South Metropolitan consumers, so that an uniform 
tate might be charged and the cause of complaint removed. What could be 
more unwise than to take away all motive for continued exertion to lower the 
rice to what the other company had done? If that were done, what would be 
? What motive had been substituted by the bill? The more the matter 
Was considered the more it would be seen that the bill was wholly and entirely 
tive in that respect, because even if the immediate saving were double, 
treble, or ten times what it was suggested could be saved, it was a very small 
t as compared with that of having constant pressure and motive for the 
reduction of expenses and y in all arrang ts. £50,000 expended 
capital was as nothing to it. It would bea gross injustice were the bill allowed 
topass. The South Metropolitan was a substantial part of the district to be affected, 
had, as it were, a vested interest in an almost immediate further reduction, 
and it was a gross injustice to say, “* You have been paying hitherto 3s. 2d. or 
3s, and for some supposed benefit to the shareholders of another company, you 
shall now be put up to the 3s. 6d. price.” Then there were some other benelits, 
such as paying no meter-rent, which were small matters; but still the question 
Wes what was it for ? Why was this injustice to be put upon them? Why 
should those who had an interest in a further reduction of price be levelled up 
toa company which had managed its affairs with less economy. It had been stated 
that the rise in the price of coals had caused extra expense, but it was nothing 
of the kind. If the last year’s accounts of the South Metropolitan Company 
were examined, it would be seen that the company were enabled to realize 
£7000 more than they had the year before. The question was, ought their 
consumers to be handed over to another company who, being under, apparently, 
48 nearly as prams the same circumstances, could not carry on business with 
like economy: Could there be a stronger proof of that than this question of the 
tost of coal? It was put forward as a reason for the amalgamation, that the 
Company could get their coal 1s. 6d. ton cheaper than the South 
tan, whereas, in reality, the latter paid 3d. per ton less. No wonder, 
ore, that the Phoonix charged their consumers more for gas. What security 
was there that the proposed amalgamation would be any benefit to the Phoenix 
ea ? The chairman of that company, indeed, did not so put it ; he said 
which not think they would be either benefited or injured. Was this a case in 
amalgamation should be allowed ? There was only one way in which an 
stances of could take place satisfactorily, and that was when the circum- 
would the two companies enabled them to make that sort of economy which 
the sees in the price of gas being fixed at the lowest sum which either of 
panies were ging. It was a great hardship toa man who had been 











used to pay a small price to have that price raised ; it 4 yay upon him much 
more than not lowering the price which had continued for a long time. As to 
whether the amalgamation would have the effect of lowering the price of gas in 
the Phenix district was a matter of pure speculation. One of the witnesses said 
if the bill did not pass the South Metropolitan Company would have to expend 
£20,000. It was difficult to say how this would operate, but it was clear that 
this was on amount which could not be saved under any circumstances. If it 
had to be expended it would be for the purpose of increasing the manufacture of 
gas, and supplying other persons who were not now consumers. If it were ex- 
ended in either of the districts it might be that for a short time the necessit' 
or spending capital in the other district might be prevented, but ultimately it 
must be expended. It would not be necessary unless the requirements of the 
districts increased, and when expended it would be immediately remunerative, 
as past expenditure had been. Therefore it was an entire fallacy to talk of this 
money as being saved; but whether the hypothesis was correct or not, he was 
certain there would not be so much saving as was forced upon every company by 
having a daily and hourly economy. Upon these grounds his clients thought 
amalgamation should not be allowed. But it was said that they did not oppose 
the bill because they did not oppose the principle of amalgamation. If this bill 
were a bill affirming the expediency of amalgamation only he should be disposed 
to support the mere abstract principle. But it was not so. The question was— 
Is this a scheme to benefit the consumers of a large portion of the metropolis? 
The Metropolitan Board, desiring to guard the interests of the consumers, and 
having considered this question, said it was not; and because they thought the 
scheme would not benefit the consumers, they desired that the bill should not 
pass. There was one other matter which, though it more properly belonged to 
the consideration of clauses, he desired to mention now, for the purpose of show- 
ing how entirely the interests of the consumers had been overlooked and the 
interests of the companies alone regarded. He referred to the provision for testing 
the gas. 

Mr. Denson objected that this was not a question which his learned friend 
was entitled to discuss upon the preamble. 

Mr. Cripps said he was entitled to refer to every part of the bill, and he 
desired to show that in substituting weekly for daily testings as provided by the 
Act of 1869, the consumers would be injured. 

Mr. Denison said he had before mentioned that that alteration had been 
abandoned. 
gas referees, 

Mr. Cripps said he only alluded to it to show the necessity and propriety of 
havingsomebody to represent the interests of the consumers, and how, but for the 
interference of such a body, matters wholly regardless of those interests might 
be introduced into a bill and allowed to pass. He only alluded to it as an 
illustration, and would say no more upon it, because what he now desired was 
to urge upon the committee not to sanction the amalgamation they had before 
them. The South Metropolitan was a sort of model company in the metropolis, 
While that model company existed, capable of supplying gas at 33. 2d., 
capable probably next year of supplying it at a much less sum, they 
were an example to all the other companies, showing what could be 
done, and offering an inducement for them to do the same. He asked the 
committee not to destroy that company; not to allow that well arranged 
company to be amalgamated, and the consumers handed over to another 
company which was not able and did not profess to be able to supply gas at 
3s. 2d., and which took power to supply it at 3s. 6d. Let them leave the South 
Metropolitan Company as they were, a model to the Phoenix, and an incentive 
to economy to the Phenix, and probably after a few years the Phoenix with that 
example before them, and with the pressure of their consumers, would be able 
to come before Parliament, not with a scheme like this, but with a scheme in 
which the price of gas was fixed at the lowest price charged by the amalgamating 
companies. In conclusion, he remarked that though the present bill took 
power for the Surrey Consumers Company to come in hereafter in some way or 
other, there was no security that such a result would be brought about. If there 
was to be amalgamation on the south side of the metropolis this appeared to be 
a very incomplete scheme, and for this reason he asked the committee to reject 
the preamble. It was to be hoped that at some future time the promoters would 
come forward with a bill respecting which they would be able to say something 
more than that it would not do much injury to one part of the district though it 
would not benefit the other. In order to induce the committee to pass the 
bill the promoters ought to prove, which they had not done, that some. great 
benefit to the public was proposed by it, whereas here they were proposing to 
take away the benefits which a large portion of the district at present enjoyed. 


Mr. THESIGER said it became his duty, in the absence of Mr. Rodwell, to ad- 
dress a few observations to the committee, on the part of the vestries of Lambeth 
and Newington, and when the number of persons represented by those vestries 
was remembered, he thought it would be admitted that their opposition to the 
bill was entitled to considerable weight. The parish of Lambeth contained a 
population of 200,000, and the parish of Newington over 88,000, and, as Mr, 
Tnnes had stated, the chief parts of these parishes were supplied with gas by the 
Pheonix Company, and the remainder by the South Metropolitan, so that the 
inhabitants had the greatest interest in considering whether this bill, which was 
brought forward on the suggestion of conferring a public advantage, was in 
reality a bill by which the consumers would be Senefited. The committee by 
their decision were asked to affirm that the bill if passed would be not only no 
detriment to the public, not only that it would be simply expedient for the com- 
panies, or a moderate advantage to the public, but that it would be, as the pre- 
amble stated, “‘of great public advantage.’ In opening the case, Mr. Denison 
felt some little difficulty in putting before the committee what this “great public 
advantage ” was, otherwise he would not have thought it necessary to read at 
such length the letter from the Board of Trade. He (Mr. Thesiger) was not 
about to enter on the question whether or not the bill was promoted at the in- 
stance of the Board of Trade, but would merely take the terms of the letter re- 
ferred to. When that letter was properly considered, it would be seen that, so 
far from being the foundation of this bill, the bill itself was in diametrical oppo- 
sition to one of the main points of the recommendations contained in that letter. 
The letter was founded upon the recommendations of the committees in 1867 
and 1868, which recommendations were embodied in the City of London Gas 
Act. The most important of all those recommendations was that which gave 
power to the corporation or other local authority, within a certain period, to 
purchase by agreement the whole or any part of the undertaking of the com- 
panies eupplying gas within the district, which was immediately followed by 
another, apparently as a rider to that recommendation, or an additional sugges- 
tion, that there should be an amalgamation of the companies. And he (Mr. 
Thesiger) ventured to suggest that the topic of amalgamation was considered by 
the committees of 1867 and 1868 in connexion with the larger question which it 
was then supposed would shortly arise, and which sooner or later must arise— 
viz., whether some body not having merely a private interest in the supply of 

8 and desirous to make as much money as possible for their shareholders, 

ut having’ the public interest only to serve, must not have power to 
purchase up all the companies, and thus be in a position to supply 
the consumers at the cheapest rate at which gas could be afforded. He was 
justified in this conclusion from the fact that the City of Londo Gas Act, 1868, 
contained a series of provisions, beginning at section 4, and ending at section 17, 
by which this end might be attained, which sections were followed imme- 
diately by others relating to amal tion. When therefore it was found that 
the principal of these recomm tions was disregarded in the bill now before 
the committee, he ventured to say that the circular put forward by the Phenix 
Company, in which it was stated that it had been promoted at the request of the 


It was not the doing of the promoters, but was suggested by the 
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Board of Trade was contradicted by the board’s own letter read that morning, 
as well as by the letter read by Mr. Denison in his opening speech. There were 
two other points to which he would refer. The first related to the maximum 
price, and the second to the testings of the gas for purity. The recommendation 
of the committee was that the limit of price should be 3s. 9d., whereas in parts 
of the Pheenix district the limit was 4s. With reference to purity the recom- 
mendation was that there should be daily testings. Both these recommendations 
were disregarded in the bill as brought in, but, as he understood, the latter 
point was subsequently conceded. Now, what was the ground upon which it 
was alleged that the bill, if passed, would be of great public advantage? He 
asked that question of Mr. Livesey, the only witness called on behalf of the 
South Metropolitan Company, who replied that it would result from the economy 
of manufacture and distribution. But Mr. Livesey was obliged to sdmit that 
he had had no experience of amalgamations, and no evidence at all bad been 
given as to what the effect of it would be. No doubt as an & priori argument it 
might be said that as a rule amalgamations would or might, to a certain 
extent, result in economical management, but when they found a bill brought 
forward containing very large provisions for annuities and compensation to 
the officers of a company who might be thrown out of work, and when they 
considered the way in which the surplus profits were applied to the 
benefit of the sbarebolders, they could very well understand, that at all 
events for a considerable number of years, the proposed liberality would destroy 
the effects of any increased economy, if such there were, either in manufacture 
or distribution. Not much weight, however, was attached to this point, and the 
suggestion was then made by Mr. Livesey that the effect of the amalgamation 
would be to save the South Metropolitan Company from a capital expenditure 
estimated at from £20,000 to £25,000. What was meant by that was that if this / 
company were left alone they would have to raise additional capital to that amount, 
upon which interest or dividends would be paid, so that the price of gas must be 
increased, and therefore the consumers would suffer. Now he (Mr. Thesiger) 
thought that the evidence of Mr. Livesey himself proved that such would not be the 
case, because he admitted that past expenditures of capital had not necessitated 
an increase in the charge for gas, and that though the price of coal was consi- 
derably enhanced it did not practically affect that question. And if for a moment 
the accounts of the company for the three balf years beginning in December, ' 
1870, were referred to, it was perfectly clear that they had been going on accumu- 
lating each year, in addition to their reserve-fund, a large surplus, so that if left 
alone, so far from there being a necessity for an increased charge to the con- 
sumers, notwithstanding the fresh expenditure on capital account there must be 
a diminution in the price. The accounts of the company, which had been pro- 
duced since the committee sat, for the half year ending at Christmas, 1871, 
showed that they had a clear net surplus, after paying dividends to that period, 
of £17,500. And that was not all, because whereas by the Act of 1869, the } 
reser ve-fund was to be one-twentieth of their paid-up capital, they were allowed | 
to retain the reserve they had previously made, which was one-twentieth of 
£400,000, so that, in point of fact, they had not ‘only surplus profits in hand 
amounting to £17,500, but they had « surplus in their reserve-fund of £50(0. 
Turning from the position of this company to that of the Phenix, he remarked 
that although they seemed to be charging a very large price for gas, es com- 
pared with the South Metropolitan, they had accumulated a large surplus and 
were making profits to the full extent of the dividends to which they were en- 
titled. The Phenix Company were originally entitled to raise £520,000, and to 
receive upon that a dividend of 10 percent. But in addition to paying their 
dividends they had accumulated such a large surplus of profits, that in 1864 | 
they were allowed by the Legislature to capitalize those profits to the extent of 
£144,000, upon which they paid 5 per cent. interest. Subsequently they were 
authorized to raise a further capital of £260,000, a portion only of which 
they had raised at 74 per cent. Since 1862 they bert tem making profits 
to the extent of the dividends on all these different classes of shares, and had in 
addition accumulated a surplus which Mr. Innes stated amounted to some- | 
thing like £40,000, which surplus had been steadily increasing during the last | 
year and a half or two years. Now, how did this bill affect the Phoenix con- 
sumers ? Mr. Innes stated that the company hadsurplus manufacturing power suffi- 
cient to last them for at least seven years, and he stated at the same time that 
the district they supplied was increasing very rapidly. What would be the effect 
of this? Their increase would be increasing every year during those seven 
years, and inasmuch as they would have no increased capital expenditure, they 
would, if left alone, be able to reduce the price of gas to their consumers. But, 
said the Phenix Company, ‘‘ Not only are we (who appeared to have set in 
motion this matter, so far as the company were concerned) going to guarantee the 
South Metropolitan Company 10 percent.upon their £300,000 capital already raised, 
and upon another £100,000 which may possibly be raised at a future time, but 
we are going to give them the benefit of our surplus manufacturing power, so 
that the £20,000 or £25,000 which they would otherwise have to expend will be 
saved.” The obvious question which then occurred was, what would be the 
effect upon the Phoenix Company, as to the surplus manufacturing power they 
at present possessed. Mr. Innes said the effect would be, that instead of being 
able to go on seven years without increased capital, the period would be reduced 
to five years. So that upon his own admission, ro far from there being any 
advantage whatever from the amalgamation to the Phenix consumers, the 
effect would be that the company would have to expend additional capital in 
five years instead of seven. Even then it was a question whether the effect 
would be as suggested by the promoters; but all this showed tolerably clearly 
that so far from the amalgamation being of any real public advantage to the 
consumers, both companies, if left to themselves, would be or ought to be ina 
very ehort time able to reduce the price of gas, whereas if the bill paseed, it was 
very doubtful whether the 3s. 2d. in the South Metropolitan district would not 
be increased to the maximum, or at all events to 3s. 4d. or 3s. 6d. per 1000 
cubic feet. It was suggested by the promoters, that one public advantage from 














the bill would be that the gas {supplied would be of increased purity, inasmuch 
as the Phenix Company were bringing themselves under the legislation of 


1869. The honourable referee had pointed out, that {hough in point of fact the | 
~ 9 fs we pt ke aches coping ellen rate. In this assertion he was fortified by a consideration of the 30th and sit 


| clauses of the bill, which provided for the payment of dividends end the 


legislation of 1869 was, as far as the purity of the gas was concerned, better 
legislation, it was not more stringent, or rather not so stringent as the legisla- 
tion which preceded it in 1860. By the Act of 1860, the Phenix Com- 

were bound not to have more than 20 grains of sulphur in 100 
cubic feet of gas, and he believed it was well known, and the reports 
of the gas referee showed it, that it was almost an impossibility for 
the companies to ney with this restriction, so that in coming under 
the legislation of 1869 they were really obtaining a benefit for them- 
selves by being released from the stringent obligations of the Act of 1860 in 
this respect. Then it was said that the company were about to be brought under 
obligation to supply gas of an illuminating power of 14 candles; but it was 
elicited from the last witness they had in reality been giving 14 and 14} candles; 
so that, as far as any practical advantage was concerned, the public would not be 
benefited in this t. Then what was the advantage, and why was the bill 
brought forward? It was suggested that it was brought forward in the interest 
of the public? Had any one ever heard that any member of the public had 
agitated for the bill, or suggested that it should be brought forward? All the 
consumers, so far as he could make out, were opposing the bill. Was it the 
Board of Trade? The committee had seen a letter that morning from the Board 
of Trade, couched in certainly very strong terms, showing, if one might judge 
from the language employed, that so far from the bill being brought forward at 
their request, as tated in the circular, and so far from their being in favour of 
the bill, they did not approve of it, and therefore it might be taken that the 


opposed to it, and every consumer of gas was opposed to it. It was not for him 
to say how or why the bill arose; that was for his friends on the other side to 
show. The promoters ventured to say that it had been brought forward at the 
suggestion, or instigation, or recommendation of the Board of Trade, and that it 
was intended to be for the public advantage. He ventured to say it had beep 
pretty well shown to be neither the one nor the other. Then if that were 80, 
the preamble was not proved. The promoters had only shown, or attempted to 
show, that they might manage between themselves to get on very comfortably, 
and that if the provisions of the bill were carried out, they would be able to com. 
peneate a number of persons no doubt very deserving. But as far as public 
advantage went, there bad not been even a single thing suggested by which the 
public would benefit; and the public, who must be taken, to a certain extent, to 
know what would be for their benefit as well as the Metropolitan Board and the 
ae of Trade, all concurred in saying that they would oppose the bill to the 
ast moment. 


Mr, CLERK ssid the position of his clients—the Wandsworth District Board— 
was almost identical with that of his learned friend Mr. Thesiger’s, and they 
were there, as representing the consumers, to oppose the principle of amalgama. 
tion as applied to these two companies. ‘The effect of the amalgamation would 
be that, so far asthe South Metropolitan were concerned, they would for the 
future merely be annuitants, receiving a fixed dividend, the managing body 
being the Phoenix Company, under a newname. Was that a state of things 
likely to encourage those who up to the present time had derived their supply of 
gas from the Phenix, to expect any advantage to result from the amalgamation, 
Mr. Innes, in his evidence, stated the maximum dividend upon the whole of the 
Pkeenix capital amounted to 8} per cent. In order to earn that dividend they 
charged 3s. 9d. in their town districts and 4s. in the suburban parts, while the 
South Metropolitan Company, who were entitled to and did pay 10 per cent, 
upon the whole of their capital, charged only 3s. 2d. Besides this, the Phenix 
Company charged a rental for the hire of meters, which the South Metropolitan 
Company did not find it necessary to do, and probably the effect of the amalgama- 
tion would be that their consumers would be placed at the disadvantage of having 
to pay for the use of their meters. One advantage which was said to arise from 
amalgamations was to get rid of the anomaly of different rates of charges some. 
times existing in a district. But one of the absurdities in this bill was that this 
anomaly would continue after the amalgamation. It was quite true, as his 
learned friends had contended, that one effect of the bill would be to raise the 
price of gas in the South Metropolitan district to 3s. 6d., but concurrently with 
that there was a charge of 3s. 9d. and 4s., which would be continued by the 
amalgamated company so far as what was now the Phenix district was con- 
cerned. Mr. Innes bad stated that one of the advantages of amalgamation would 
be a reduction of expenditure, becauce the new company would utilize the sur. 
plus land and works of the other. But this was a mere question of a year or 
two’s delay, because, as the increase in consumption went on, there must be an 
extension of capital to meet it. The other benefit spoken of was a reduction in 
the cost of coals. But on this point the promoters had entirely failed, because 
it was proved by their own witness that, notwithstanding the advantage the 
Pheonix Company possessed for the delivery of coal, the actual cost to them was 
greater by 3d. a ton than to the South Metropolitan Company. There was 
another, a speculative benefit, spoken of—viz., that though the amalgamated 
companies would keep up the whole of the present works, there were periods in 
the year in which, according to Mr. Innes, there would be less manufacture at 
one than at the other. How that was to be done he did not know; it was en- 
tirely a matter of speculation, and there was nothing to fortify the promoters in 


| the calculation. The only instance of amalgamation in the metropolis was that 


of the Chartered Company, but that was entirely different to this. When it 
took place the Chartered Company gave up some of their stations, and established 
large works at a distance from London, whereby a large economy was effected, 
because all their operations were concentrated under one supervision. That 
would not be the case here, because the promoters intended to maintain all their 
stations, so that their idea of economy was of the most speculative kind. These 
were all matters which had been most carefully looked at by the district which 
he (Mr. Clerk) had the honour to represent, and it was because they felt satisfied 
that, whatever advantage there might be in the internal arrangements of the 
two companies when amalgamated, there would be none to the public, that he, 
on their behalf, echoed the words of his learned friends, Mr. Cripps and Mr. 
ao expressing a hope that the committee would not pass the preamble 
of this bill. 

Mr. Barrow, on behalf of the Plumstead Board of Works. said it was some- 
what singular that a scheme promoted, as his learned friends upon the other 
side would have them believe, on such purely philanthropic principles as the 
present, should receive the united and unanimous opposition of every one upon 
whom it was proposed to confer these great benefits. 

Mr. Denison said that was rather a strong statement, and not quite true. 

Mr. Barkow said it might be thought that the district he represented had 
little cause to complain of the position in which the bill proposed to place them, 
and that on the contrary a benefit would be conferred on the consumers within 
the limits of supply of the Phoenix Company. But it might be that those benefits 
were purchased ut too high a rate, and it was this consideration in addition to 
those which had been already so well urged which induced the Plumstead Board 
on the part of the inhabitants, whose interests they had to protect, to object to 


| the bill. The Phonix Company proposed to guarantee to the shareholders of 


the South Metropolitan Company 10 per cent. on £300,000 of capital already 
raised, and £100,000 to be called up, and his clients conceived that this arrange- 
ment, taking into consideration other clauses in the bill (which he prayed in aid, 
as throwing some light upon thisscheme), must be to place the Phenix in a position 
which would prevent that reduction in the price of gas which the consumers had 
aright to expect. True it was the Phoenix gained strength by amalgamating with 
a stronger company, but they could not expect to be allowed to get this advat- 
tage without paying for it, and the price they paid for it was a price which must 
necessarily come out of the pockets of their own consumers in the shape of prt 
crastivating the period at which they ought to receive their gas at a red 


formation of an insurance-fund; but in no one instance was there a single line 
to indicate or point out any compulsion on the part of the amalgamated compaly 
ever to lower the price of gas. Any surplus in one year after payment of 
dividend and the formation of an insurance-fund was to be carried to the 

of the divisible profits of the following year, so that the promoters bad care 
avoided everything which should put upon them the slightest pressure 
ever to readjust their maximum prices, and grant the public that 
which recent legislation had given them the right to expect. : 
real object of the companies was merely to economize the cost of manufacturing 
and distributing their gas, that object could be effected without the interventiot 
of an Act of Parliament at all, There was nothing to prevent them 
coming toa formal agreement by which they might utilize each other’s apparatl™ 
If one had an excess in one department, — the other an excess in 4 
why should they not interchange facilities and work together? All that could 
done, as his learned friend, Mr. Denison, pointed out, without any Act of Pat 
liament at all. 

Mr. Denison said he did not remember pointing it out. 

Mr. Barrow eaid unlees his ears deceived him, Mr. Denison stated that the 
company came before Parliament simply at the invitation of the Board of Trade, 
and that most of the objects could be carried out without any further po 
being conferred by Parliament. 





Board of Trade was opposed to the bill. The Metropolitan Board were also 





Mr. DENISON repeated that he had not said so, 
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Mr. Barrow understood his learned friend to say 80, or anebine eemney 
like it. He concluded his remarks by expressing a hope that the committee 
would declare the preamble of the bill not proved. — 

Sir MonpaUNT WELLS, in addressing the committee, referred at some length 
to the provisions of the South Metropolitan Gas Act, 1869, and submitted that 

consumers of that company, whom he represented, would not have their 
ition improved by the now proposed legislation. It might be said that the 
ix Company would by this bill be brought under the same |e me as 
those contained in the Act of 1869, but he would tell his learned friend that if 
they did not place themselves under similar regulations quite independently of 
this bill, they would soon be compelled to do so. He was perfectly satisfied 
that the consumers in the Phenix district would not allow their neighbours in 
the South Metropolitan district to enjoy those benefits alone, and if the company 
stood out upon that question, the public or Parliament would take care that they 
should be brought under like provisions. The committee, therefore, must not 
decide that there was the slightest ground for giving way to this proposal for 
amalgamation, because by it there would an application of the benefits of the 
Act of 1869. If the provisions of that Act were just and proper in the one 
company’s district, they were also in the other, and Parliament would see that 
they were applied quite independently of this scheme, and to put this forward 
ssareason for amalgamation was a reason which ought not to receive at the 
hands of the committee the slightest consideration in dealing with the general 
i He thought he should be able to show, in the course of 
fis argument, for whose benefit the proposal was made, and to prove to demon- 
stration that it certainly was not for the benefit of the public. Mr. Horner, 
jn his evidence, said he did not think the consumers in the South Metro- 
politan district would be injured by it; and in answer to the question, “‘ Will 
the consumers of the Pheonix be either improved or injured?” he said, ‘‘ I do 
not think they will be either improved or injured.” That was the evidence in 
support of the preamble of the bill upon which the committee were asked to base 
their decision and recommend the House that the bill ought to pass. Was it 
ible to conceive anything so weak, so inconclusive, and, in his judgment, so 
entirely beyond the question of public interest, which was the allegation of the 
ble of the bill, and upon which the decision of the committee must proceed. 
question they were asked to decide was not whether, in the interest of the 
Phonix Company, the amalgamation should take place, but, ** aye” or “‘no,” is 
it for the public benefit? When he said the public benefit, he meant the benefit 
of that portion of the public affected by the measure—viz., the consumers of gas, 
who had to pay and maintain these companies, and from whose means the 
resources of the companies were derived. With these resources the committee 
had to deal, and a most important question it was, and one which he should 
bring before them as his next point. 


Fripay, Marca 16. 

fie M. WeELLs, in resuming his address to the committee, said the financial 
position of those two companies was important, as showing the amount of 
capital authorized by Parliament for each to raise, and as showing the effect it 
would have on one company, in a financial point of view, if the amalgamation 
took place. From the accounts put in, it appeared that the capital actually 
expended by the Phoenix was £930,425 17s. 6d.,and that the rental for the 
year, taking the price at 3s. 9d., 4s., and 4s. 3d., was £199,547 16s. 2d. The capital 
actually expended by the South Metropolitan Company amounted to £263,379 
$s. 8d. He obtained those figures from the accounts of the companies which 
had been put in, from which it would be found, on reference to the South 
Metropolitan Company for the year ending Dec. 31, 1870, under No. 2 of the 
capital account, the total sum—— 

erjeant SARGoop said that as the accounts for 1871 had been called for and 
put in, he did not see why they should go back to 1870. 

Sir M. Wetts said he was dealing with the printed reports of those two 
companies now before the committee, and with nothing else. 

Serjeant SarGoop said the state of the capital, at the present time, was 
entirely different to that which his learned friend was speaking about. 

Sir M. WEwts said he was dealing with documents which had been referred 
to over and over again. The committee would see at No. 2 that the total 
expenditure to Dec. 31, 1870, was £300,000, but from that must be deducted 
the balance, £36,620, which would give the figure he had mentioned of 
£263,379 8s. 3d., as the actual capital expended. The rental at 3s. 2d. would 
amount to £90,984; and if these figures were taken in reference to the Phoenix 
Company, it would be £21 10s. rental for every £100 capital, while as regarded 
the South Metropolitan it would be £34 rental for every £100 capital. That 
was the financial position of those two companies in 1870; and he (Sir M. 
Wells) contended that it was rather a startling proposition to bring together 
two companies, one weighted like the Phoenix, and the other, the South Metro- 
politan, in a condition so favourable as regarded capital. How would that 
work ont as regarded the consumers living in those two districts? The com- 


_ mittee could not look at that capital of the South Metropolitan Company with- 


out seeing that it was a capital easily to be got at; it was a capital that the 
machinery provided for under the Act of 1869 could deal with clearly without 
any difficulty whatever, so as to give the consumers the benefit of any reduction 
which the surplus*profit showed on behalf of that company. But what would 
be the state of things if the amalgamation took place of that capital of £263,000 
of the South Metropolitan with the capital of £930,000 of the Phoenix? Under 
the Act of 1869 there were provisions for the appointment of commissioners, 
who might inspect books and works of the company; and then there were 
Penalties on persons giving false residences, &c. The 49th section enacted that 
The commissioners so appointed shall, after hearing the company and the 
Metropolitan Board of Works, if desiring to be heard, fix an illuminating 
Power and a price for the company, to take effect as on and from the first day 
of January in the year of revision.” Clause 50 was to the effect that if no such 
application was made in the month of January in any year, the minimum of 
illuminating power and the maximum of price should be prescribed for that 
year. The 5lst section stated that in fixing the illuminating power and price 
any year the commissioners should fix such illuminating power and price 

48 would be calculated to yield, with due care and management, a dividend of 
10 per cent. on that year—a most important provision which was left out of 
pm bill. So far from adopting the legislation of 1869, when he (Sir M. 
8) came to deal with the assertion in the preamble that it was for the 
sey advantage, he would show, beyond all doubt, that that legislation had 
m dealt with in such a manner that it was impossible to say that the 
 simpenar of the bill was true. If those two companies were amalgamated, 
ow could there possibly be the same facility in dealing with the amalga- 
mated capital of £930,000 and £263,000 in the hands of a company with 
every motive to keep up the maximum charge of 3s. 9d. and 4s., whereas 
Opponents of the bill said that not only was 3s. 2d. a low charge as com- 
pared with the Phenix, but they were entitled upon the accounts before the 
committee to a reduction at once upon that price. The learned counsel having 
quoted at some lengti from the evidence of Mr. Innes and Mr. Livesey with 
Teference to the financial position of the two companies, said the question then 
. m what ground would the committee deprive a large district of the 

. they had already received, and the benefits they anticipated shortly in 
er reduction of price? Who were the parties to be benefited by the 
ee tion? Not the inhabitants of the Phosnix district, because it was not 
ioe) any reduction would take place in that district; and if the 
Kewpin . nee at the capital, they would sce the interest and motive for 
Metropoliten, ose high prices. Therefore, what was the motive of the South 
directors in coming to Parliament? - He said it was because, 





assuming that the bill was passed, every share held by the shareholders in that 
company (viz., the capital which had been expended, and the £100,000 which 
might be called up) received an increased value of £25 sterling. Assuming a 
share in the South Metropolitan to be worth so much at the present time, the 
increased value of a guarantee upon it would be £25 at the least; so that by a 
stroke of the pen to every one of the shareholders would be given a bonus of 
£25, but at the same time inflicting upon the public a serious wrong and 
injury. But were those parties ina position to come before Parliament and 
ask for that great advantage? What interest did they receive upon the capital 
they had invested in the concern? They were receiving 10 per cent., and 
they received the advantage of having 10 per cent. allowed for the additional 
capital of £100,000. Could it be thought that when Parliament sanctioned the 
Act in 1869, it was contemplated that within two years the same company 
would come and ask for a guaranteed dividend upon that £100,000 which they 
had obtained from the decision of the committee, in consequence of the 
peculiar position they had placed themselves in. He (Sir M. Wells) said not; 
and he also said this was the first time that a bill of that kind had come before 
Parliament for the absorption of one company by another under such circum- 
stances. He did not wish to use an offensive expression, but in one sense it 
meant that it was a bribe to the shareholders of the South Metropolitan Com- 
pany to consent to the amalgamation, because they were benefited by receiving 
a bonus of £25 upon every share they held in the concern. 

Serjeant Sarcoop asked where was the evidence of that. He had heard 
nothing of £25 in the evidence. 

Sir M. WEtxs said he would appeal to the judgment of the committee as to 
the value of a guaranteed share as against an unguaranteed one. If preferred, 
it might be taken at £15, but the principle was the same. The committee had 
had the chairman of the Phenix Company before them, but not a single 
director or a single responsible party connected with the South Metropolitan. 
If a director had been called, how could he have answered such a question as 
this: “ But for that guarantee would you ever have consented to the amalga- 
mation?” What must have been the answer? Was there any ground for 
saying that the directors of the South Metropolitan had come forward on public 
grounds, feeling that it was for the interest of the great district which they had 
80 well served? Those words “ public benefit,” ought to be struck out of the 
= wnat and it ought to read, “ for the benefit of the shareholders in the South 

etropolitan Company, and also for the benefit of the shareholders in the 
Phoenix Company.” He (Sir M. Wells) never heard of a bill of such importance 
being proved in such a meagre way by witnesses. Look at the interests involved 
and the position of the parties affected. All the vestries combined against the 
bill, as had also the Board of Works, and it had the utter condemnation of 
the Board of Trade; but there had not been a single witness called, apart from 
the companies, to state on public grounds that it was desirable. Where were 
the public living in the Phoonix Company's district? If they thought it a mea- 
sure that might be beneficial to them, although injurious to his (Sir M. Wells's) 
clients, where were they? The question was to be determined on public 
grounds, and on public grounds alone. Could anything so vicious be conceived 
as the proposition of those two a yee unsupported by one atom of 
evidence, that the public required it? It stood entirely upon the evidence of 
Mr. Horner, who emphatically stated that it was brought forward at the 
suggestion of the Board of Trade, and not voluntarily by the companies; and 
then within a few hours a document was read from the Board of Trade, which 
was an utter condemnation of the bil!. He (Sir M. Wells) would not trouble 
the committee by reading that communication, but he asked whether, suppo- 
sing that letter of the Board of Trade had not been produced, the result would 
not have been that the committee would have been of opinion that the bill was 
more or less under the sanction of the Board of Trade? That being the case 
the promoters were bound in honour, when they came into the room, to say 
they had received that letter, and place it on the table that the committee 
might fairly judge as to what had been the action of the Board of Trade. 
Instead of that it wasresisted. The gentlemen instructing his learned friend 
knew the effect of that letter, and was it dealing fairly with the public and the 
committee that those statements of the chairman and Mr. Denison should 
go forth, and that when they had that document in their possession 
they did not produce it and say, “We are bound to say that we 
have received this from the Board of Trade, which must qualify the statement 
of our chairman and the statement of our counsel?” He (Sir M. Wells) had 
nothing to impute against Mr. Horner—probably he might have been under the 
notion when he gave the evidence that the state of things was as he stated—but 
hehad never known a bill introduced in sucha way by counsel where there had 
been such a miserable failure in reference to the value of the statement when 
the evidence was produced. Apart from the personal question, what was the 
value of the letter? Was it to influence the judgment of the committee 
or not? Was it favourable or unfavourable to the bill? The bill was 
for the purpose of getting rid of the legislation of 1869. It attempted to 
introduce into Parliament a measure which would be highly unsatisfactory 
to the public bodies and highly unsatisfactory to Parliament. Beyond 
all doubt it was an attempt to introduce a novelty—that was to introduce a 
bill for their own purposes, to take all the advantage they could with reference 
to former legislation, and to omit all that was favourable to the public. But 
the public in the South Metropolitan were to be considered—and very much to 
be considered—when the statement was made by witnesses that it would not 
be any benefit to those living in the Pheenix district. The result was that it 
would be a positive disadvantage to the inhabitants living in the South Metro- 
politan district, and no advantage to the public, though it might be an 
advantage to the shareholders. So long as the South Metropolitan Company 
charged 3s. 2d., it was a very uncomfortable position for the Phosnix directors, 
because there were gentlemen living within a stone’s throw of the district 
supplied by the Phoenix paying 3s. 2d., while they themselves were paying 3s. 9d. 
Therefore, if that inequality were removed by levelling up, a positive injury 
would be done to the inhabitants of the South Metropolitan district, and the 
maximum charge which the Phcenix proposed to make would not be reduced. 
The latter company knew very well that public feeling would be exerted 
when it was known that they had been receiving 9 per cent, upon the whole 
of their large capital; and it was known that the business increased very 
rapidly. The public living in those districts did not wish present arrange- 
ments to be disturbed. They say, “Leave these companies alone—leave them 
to the action of public opinion.” Where there was a company charging 3s. 2d., 
with every probability of its being reduced to 2s. 9d., to leave that state of 
things alone would be ten times better than an amalgamation between those 
two companies, At any rate, the committee ought to have had before them 
the chairman, or an influential director of the South Metropolitan Company, 
to, state upon what public ground he had consented that the com- 
pany should be absorbed in the Pheonix Company. It was placing 
the district in the hands of an inferior company, and depriving them 
of ali the advantages which they had already derived from the con- 
duct of the directors of the South Metropolitan Company. As to the 
£25,000, it was like the construction of a new railway; of course, the capital 
was unremunerative during the construction of the line, but Parliament sanc- 
tioned the line because it would be remunerative. In the same way, as soon 
as that £25,000 was expended it would be remunerative to the South Metro- 
politan Company, and instead of there being a smaller dividend the very outlay 
of that capital would improve the position of the company; so that as soon as 
the works were completed, the shareholders would be in a still better position 
than they were at present. As regarded the position of the parties, his learned 
friend had referred over and over again to the legislation of 1867 and 1868; and 
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if there was one thing clear in reference to the proceedings he had 
referred to, it was that an important amalgamation like this should 
not take place without the active interference and consent of the 
Board of Trade, and it was for that reason that his learned friend 
felt himself constrained, in introducing that measure, to endeavour as 
far as possible to pray in aid the assistance of the board ; but he signally failed. He 
(Sir W. Wells) did not see the reason for the amalgamation, and there was no 
evidence to support what Mr. Denison stated as to the importance of it on publie 
unds; at any rate, it was an imperfect bill in every respect. It had not 
Coe considered ; it had not received the sanction of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works or of the Board of Trade; it was opposed by the entire pomp and he 
was sure the committee would not legislate upon the ipse dizit of the chairman 
of the Phosnix Company. Therefore, taking all those parties, there was not a 
single voice raised outside the directors room in favour of the bill. It threw on 
the committee a grave responsibility, the question for them being, whether they 
would legislate against the reasonable and just conclusions which all those parties 
had come to in respect to the bill, He knew that the power of the committee 
was omnipotent—that they could override any view which any public em | 
might entertain—but he submitted that they would look at the legislation whic 
had taken place with reference to those gas companies, and that they would not pass 
an amalgamation with a preference in favour of one company, as proposed in the 
present case, because any other company might come to Parliament and take the 
samesop of 10 per cent. guarantee, and the best regulated companies might then 
be thrown into the hands of the worst regulated, and the public be sacrificed bya 
combination of directors of gas companies. He would next allude to a question 
which was worthy of careful consideration at the hands of the committee—what 
was to be the probable result of the proposed amalgamation as regarded 
the future charge. In answer to a question, Mr. Livesey — said, 
“If an average is struck, the 3s. 2d. consumers will suffer damage.” 
Mr. Innes desired that there should be an average price, and he candidly ad- 
mitted that the effect of the bill must be to raise the price in the South Metro- 
pa district if there should be a fall to a certain extent in the Phoenix, which 
e did not seem to think would take place. The result of his evidence was that 
it showed that the Phoenix directors contemplated an increased price in the 
South Metropolitan district, but they had not given one tittle of evidence that 
they proposed to give the Phoenix consumers any benefit whatever ; so that it 
woul! be a positive disadvantage to the consumers in the South Metropolitan 
district, pint rayne doubtful and speculative question as to whether the other 
parties would ever get any benefit. That being so, his clients were just as much 
entitled to consideration at the hands of the committee. It had been proved 
beyond all doubt that it would be a positive disadvantage to them, and that 
brought him back to his original argument, that it was a bill entirely for the 
benefit of the shareholders and not for the benefit of the consumers. The state- 
ment made by Mr. Denison had an important bearing upon that part of the 
case ; he sgid, “‘ Both companies may fairly take credit for this, that without any 
obligation or internal necessity for coming to Parliament for more money they 
are now coming quite voluntarily, at the suggestion of the Board of Trade, to put 
themselves under further parliamentary control.’ Then, in the circular put 
forward by the promoters of the bill, it was stated, ‘“ This bill is introduced 
solely and entirely in the interests of the public, and at the request of the Board 
of Trade. No benefit whatever to the companies is sought under its provisions.”’ 
Was there no benefit in giving to the South Metropolitan Company this guarantee 
of 10 per cent. ? 

Serjeant Sarcoop: Are you running down a newspaper paragraph that you 
yourself have put in. 

Sir M. Wexts: I am reading from the document signed by your secretary. 
Mr. Denison read from this very paper to show that the letter of the Board of 
Trade referred to this document and not to the proceedings of this committee. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said that document had nothing to do with the proceedings 
before the committee. 

The CuarrMan said he did not think the learned counsel was out of order in 
referring to the matter, but the committee knew all about the circular now. 

Sir M. Wxuts said there was one other point to which he wished to call the 
attention of the committee, and that was the assertion in the preamble, that 
this bill was for the public advantage, the truth of which could only be tested 
by seeing what was proposed to be done. The South Metropolitan consumers had 
several advantages, which it was proposed to take from them. One of them was 
that they did not pay for meters, while in the Pheonix district such pay- 
ments were made, and did the committee believe, when the amalgamation took 
place, there would be no alteration? Did they not believe that the entire ma- 
chinery of the Phoenix would be brought to bear upon the entire district? In 
conclusion, the learned counsel said that the various provisions of the bill 
poorest beyond all doubt, that his client, Mr. Dresser Rogers—than whom 

ardly any gentleman in the metropolis had more consistently and energetically 
advocated the interests of the consumers—had a right, with his co-petitioners 
to appear before the committee and protest against such a bill. Evidence could 
not — been called which would have illustrated more strongly the points he 
had submitted than that submitted by the promoters themselves, and by the 
documents which had been handed in; and he trusted that the committee 
bate without hesitation, say that on public grounds the preamble was not 
proved. 

Serjeant SarGcoop said it now became his duty to address a few words to the 
committee in reply. 

Sir M. Weuus objected, there having been no evidence produced. 

Serjeant Sarcoop said that Sir M. Wells had produced some documentary 
evidence which was in his own possession, and had made it evidence by calling a 
witness to swear to its accuracy, and then cross-examined him upon it, and used 
it as part of his own argument. . 

Sir M. WE Ls said the document referred to was not evidence ; it was not on 
the minutes. 

A lengthy conversation ensued, during which Serjeant Sargood asked the com- 
mittee to decide a matter of fact—whether or not Sir M. Weils had given him a 
right of reply; at the close of which the committee-room was cleared. On the 
doors being reopened, 

The CuarrMAN said: The committee are of opinion that the document in 
question cannot be taken as being put in so as to give a right of ee 

The room was again cleared. On the counsel and parties being called in, 

The CuarrMan said: We can hardly consider this as a formal announcement 
by the committee, but the committee are of opinion that if the promoters are 
pre to amend the bill in accordance with the suggestions of the Board 
of Trade, contained in their letters of Feb. 9, 1871, the preamble is proved. 

Another discussion here took place, in the course of which 

Mr. Brpper said it would probably be convenient that they should adjourn, 
as it would necessarily take a little time to consider the effect of those altera- 
tions. The question resolved itself into one of clauses. None of the 

ints on which the bill differed from the suggestions in the letter of the 

oard of Trade touched the fundamental principle of the bill, but he under- 
stood the committee distinctly to be of opinion that the bill should be altered 
in accordance with those suggestions. It would depend, of course, upon the 
particular way in which those suggestions were to be carried out—that. was to 
say, upon the form of the clauses for carrying them out, whether the promoters 
could accept the bill or not. 

The CuHarrMAN: The committee approve on the whole of the principle of 
amalgamation, but at the same time they are of opinion that the bill is not, on 
the whole, entirely fair to the consumers, and therefore they wish to give the 
promoters the opportunity of further consulting among themselves with respect 








to inserting provisions in accordance with the letter I have previously re 
ferred to, and of meeting us with an amended bill or ortherwise, as they may think 
proper, at our next meeting, and therefore we propose to adjourn till Monday, 
tr. Denison said the only substantial difference, as far as he could 

remember, between the legislation of 1868 and 1869 and the present bill was 
on the question of illuminating power, and on that point he was quite Teady 
to have a discussion with the opponents of the bill when the proper clause 
—* to it came up. There was not a word in the mse ¥ relating to 
that. It was not even that it was expedient ‘‘ that the following provisions be 
made,” but ‘* that various provisions should be made.” The committee could 
make all the provisions they liked when the time arrived, but a discussion had 
not yet taken place upon them. 

The CuatrMAN said the committee adhered to their decision, and adjourned 
till Monday. 


Monpay, Maxrcu 18. 

Mr. Denison : With regard to the bill, we have looked again at the commu. 
nication that has been made to us. We have also looked at the original letter of 
the Board of Trade, the one upon which I opened to you first, and which ig 
referred to in the later letter which was received after my opening. And thet 
we may be clear as to where we are with reference to your proposal, I take it for 
granted that we are right in assuming that the committee adopt the ning 
recommendations which were given in the letter of the Board of Trade, of which 
the principal one is this: ‘That the common gas supplied by each compan 
should, from and after the period of 18 months from the passing of the Act, 
be of an illuminating power of not lees than 16 candles, and that the maximum 
price chargeable for such gas should be at the rate of 3s. 9d. per 1000 cubic feet, 
with a corresponding price for cannel gas.” In other words, the question is, if this 
amalgamated bill is passed, the price of 3s. 9d. and an illuminating power of 16 
candles shall prevail over the whole amalgamated district. Before I give any 
further answer, I must know whether that is so. 

Mr. BonnaM-CaRter (to Mr. Wyatt): Have you got a copy of that letter is 
extenso, 1 think dated the 11th of February ? 

Mr. Wyarr: This is the original, sir. [Handing in same.]} 

Sir M. Wztts: I have a right to say, on the part of the consumers, that our 
charge at the present moment is 3s, 2d. 

Mr. Denison: Yes, everybody knows that; and that is why I want it to be 
clearly understood. 

Sir M. Wetts: And also 2s, 10d. 

The committee-room was then cleared. 

After a short time the counsel and parties were again called in. 

The CuarRMAN: The committee’s reply to Mr. Denison’s question is in the 
affirmative, but, while adhering to the principle of uniform illuminating power 
and price, they are willing to consider the question of amount in both cases, 
more especially with reference to the deferred period of the coming into operation 
of the provisions. 

Mr. Denison: Do you mean shortly this, that you adopt the 3s. 9d. over the 
South Metropolitan district ? 

The Cuarrman: Not precisely that; we adhere to the general principle of 
the ~ ei but we do not entirely adhere to that part in which ds. 9d. is men> 
tioned. 

Mr. Denison: Then I have not the slightest hesitation in saying that we do 
not go on with the bill. If you do not adopt the Board of Trade’s recommenda- 
tions entirely, we are quite justified in withdrawing the bill. 





Miscellaneous Hetos. 


CAGLIARI GAS AND WATER COMPANY, LIMITED. 
The Sixth Ordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company 
was held at the Offices, Moorgate Street, London, on Friday, the 22nd inst.— 
Erasmus WIixson, Esq., in the chair. 


The Skorerary (Mr. Rod. Mackay) read the advertisement convening the 


meeting, and the following report from the directors was presented :— 

The receipts on revenue account for the past year amount to £14,339 2s. 3d., and the 
expenditure to £6279 3s. 6d., leaving a clear net revenue for the year of £8059 18s. 9d, 

The directors have to report that the agreement with the authorities for the direct 
house supply of water in Cagliari has been finally settled. The agreement took effect 
from the Ist of November last, and the directors anticipate a considerable increase to 
the future annual revenue from its operation. 

The amount available for dividend, including the balance brought forward from the 
previous year, as shown on the balance-sheet, is £9345 ; vut of which an interim dividend 
was paid for the half year ending on June 30, 1871, of £4280 8s. The directors recom- 
mend a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum for the half year ending on Dee. I, 
1871, amounting to £3567, making 54 per cent. for the year; leaving a balance to be 
carried forward to next year’s account of £1497 12s. 

The expenditure on revenue account has been increased, owing to income-tax having 
been levied upon the company in Italy. This tax has been created since the establish- 
ment of the company, and was claimed for the first time in 1869. The directors, believing 
that the water concession contained an exemption which would extend to this tax, 
appealed to the courts of Le og on against it; but in August last their appeal was rejected, 
The board are now taking the best Italian advice as to the desirability of carrying their 
appeal further, or making some representations to the Italian Government. 

A portion of the Sardinian Railway into Cagliari has during the past year been opened 
for traffic, and rapid progress is being made with the remaining works on the line. The 
advantage and increase of trade to the port of Cagliari from this railway is expected to 
bey | great, and the revenue of the company cannot fail to be benefited by the prosperity 
of the town. 

The directors regret to announce the death of Mr. John Barrow, the late chairman of 
the company, which took place since the last meeting. 

Mr. Arthur Temple Felix Clay has been elected to the vacant seat at the board. 

The directors going out of office by rotation are Mr. John Aird, jun., and Mr. Arthur 
Temple Felix Clay, and these gentlemen, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election, 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said the first remark 
he had to make was of a painful nature. He had to express the regret of the 
directors that, since the last meeting of the company, Mr. John Barrow, thé 
late chairman of the company, had been removed by death. The result had 
been to place him (Mr. Wilson), as vice-chairman, in the chair, and a 
at the board had been filled up by the election of Mr. Clay, a gentleman w 
known from his connexion as a director with the Southwark and Vauxhall and 
the Grand Junction Water Companies, and also the Para Gas Company. The 
point which would specially attract the attention of the shareholders in cote 
nexion with the report would be the low rate of dividend proposed on the pre 
sent occasion, and it was due to them that he should give some little explana 
tion, to show how this diminution had arisen. In the first place, the directors 
were labouring under the disadvantage of managing a business in a distant 
country, and with foreigners. There was necessarily always some little difli- 
culty in making minds so differently educated and constituted to act quite ia 
accord with each other. Hence some extraordinary misconceptions, trifling 
their nature, had sprung up which could not possibly have taken place in 
country. Thus, for example, the arrangements between the company and 
authorities of Cagliari were to supply a certain quantity of water, 
which supply the company were to be paid for the surplus. Strange to say; 
the authorities took it into their heads that they were to receive for the pay 
ment specified the whole of the water which the company could supply, ! 
none from which they could derive profit in another way. This misco' 
had led to some difficulties, and the directors felt themselves compelled to stop 
the suppiy over and above the quantity agreed for. The authorities very 9008 
saw that it would be an excessive inconvenience to them, and were dik 
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to discuss the matter with the company. The result had been that, by 
making a certain compromise, the company had been able to come to a settle- 
ment which the directors believed would eventually be very favourable for 
So far as the additional water already taken, and which the authorities 

were bound to pay for, was concerned, the compan would by the arrangement 
Jose about one-half of the amount, They had no legal power to enforce pay- 
ment of the whole, and the directors thought it would be better to come to 
terms which in the end would more than compensate for the loss incurred. 
The demand which the company made upon the municipality was £959, for 
water supplied during 1870, and it was quite understood that they were to be 

id one-half of that sum. The compromise he alluded to had reference to the 

se supply, and the arrangement they had come to was this, that the 
authorities would divide with the company the gross income from this source, 
which would give them a very considerable interest in endeavouring to increase 
the house supply in every possible way. Previous to the new arrangement the 
company were not in a legal position to establish a house supply, so that the 
settlement of the differences between them and the authorities would result in 
enlarging their business in a direction they had not hitherto been able to do 
anything. He might add that applications for a supply of water to houses 
were coming in very rapidly; so much so, indeed, that it might be necessary 
to send out extra fitters to meet the demand. In the month of November last 
there were 62 applications; in December, 20; and in January, 12. There was 
another cause of the reduction of the profits, beyond the one to which he had 
alluded, and which came upon the directors in a very unexpected manner in 
the shape of an income-tax. Seeing that the shareholders had to pay income- 
tax in this country upon their profits, it did seem very hard that they should 
be subject to a similar impost in Cagliari. It was a very serious question, 
affecting them as it did to the amount of £1000 a year; and the directors 
therefore felt it right to take a Jegal opinion upon the matter. The question 
was now before the courts, and.they had every reason to hope and believe the 
result would be of a satisfactory character. Thus far for the reverse of the 
medal. He came now to speak of the more striking impression which the 
obverse presented. And here he found many points which suggested better 
success for the future. There were several events occurring at Cagliari which 
must inevitably tend to the advantage of the company. One of these was the 
construction of a railway, which would necessarily increase the size and busi- 
ness of the town. Another was the formation of a canal from certain salt- 
works in the neighbourhood, and that canal passed close to the gas-works, the 
effect of which would be to enable the company to have coals brought directly 
up to their own wharf, instead of being transferred by carriage from the port. 
Then, again, they had made certain other arrangements with the surrounding 
villages of a satisfactory character. For example, they had agreed with the 
authorities to supply the quantity of water required, the authorities making 
themselves responsible for an amount equivalent to the rental for the same, 
and undertaking the expense of collection from the inhabitants. He thought, 
therefore, that, upon the whole, they might regard their present position as 
encouraging, especially bearing in mind that they were able to pay the 
dividend now proposed quite independent of the amounts in abeyance to which 
he had referred. He concluded by moving—* That the report of the directors 
to the shareholders, and the statement of accounts now submitted, be received 
and adopted.” 

Mr, Joun Arrp seconded the motion. 

Mr. H. P. SrepHenson said the chairman had confined his remarks almost 
exclusively to the question of the water supply; therefore he wished to inquire, 
knowing that formerly there was a large amount of gas leakage, whether there 
had been any improvement in that direction. ' 

The CHAIRMAN said he was much obliged to Mr, Stephenson for making the 
inquiry. He was happy to state that the source of the leakage had been dis- 
covered. It appeared that the main of the company passed through an old 
castle, in a very remote place, where an escape could not easily be detected. 
The gas made its way into a sewer, and thence into the ruins of this old 
castle, and the loss was very great. The evil had been remedied, and the 
amount of leakage was now about 18 per cent. 

Mr. Srernenson said he observed with reference to the gas supply, that 
whereas during the first half of last year the company were £101 worse than in 
the previous year, in the second they were £324 better; so that upon the whole 
year there was an improvement of £223. He thought the board ought seriously 
to look into the question of the cost of coals and labour, the increase in which 
was more than commensurate with the improvement in the gas-rental. He 
asked also, seeing there was no charge in the accounts for directors remunera- 
* what arrangement existed between the shareholders and the board on this 
subject. 

The CHatrMAN said the report in 1868 stated that the directors had agreed to 
forego any remuneration until the net profits exceeded 7 per cent. Unhappily, 
although they had once declared a dividend at that rate, they had not been able 
to exceed it, and therefore up to the present time the board had received no 
or for their services. 

tr. SrepHeNson asked what remuneration the directors were entitled to 
when the dividend exceeded 7 per cent. 

The Secnerary said by the Articles of Association the directors were then 
entitled to £500 a year until the dividend exceeded 10 per cent., when they 
would be entitled to one equal tenth part of the surplus profits, 

The motion for the adoption of the report having been agreed to, 

_Mr, SterHEnson said he thought it was not right to expect gentlemen to 
give up their time and talents to the service of the company without remunera- 
tion, and that they were more entitled to the consideration of the shareholders 
in this respect at the time when they had, as at present, serious difficulties to 
encounter, and much hard work to do, than when the affairs of the company 
would require less attention aud energy. He would, therefore, move that they 
-—" as remuneration £250 a year for every 1 per cent. dividend paid over 6 per 


A SHAREHOLDER said he quite approved of the suggestion that the directors 
should receive remuneration, but he objected to the rider to Mr. Stephenson’s 
motion. If that were omitted he would second the proposition. 

Mr, STEPHENSON agreed to alter his motion so as to make the remuneration 
of the directors £250 for the past year, and until the provisions of the Articles 
0 lation came into operation. 

After a brief conversation, the motion, as amended, was put and agreed to. 

The Cuareman, on behalf of the directors, expressed the pleasure they felt 
at this mark of the kind feeling and confidence of the shareholders, whose 


Interests, he assured the meeting, would continue to be jealously watched over. 


The dividend recommended in the report was then declared, the retiring 


tors and auditors were re-elected, and the proceedings closed with a vote of 
ks to the chairman. ‘ " 





5 2dessa Warer-Wonxs Company, Liurrep.—The directors of this company 
ve just announced the issue of 30,000 six per cent. preferred shares of £20 
» A minimum reutal of £45,000 a yo is guaranteed to the company by 
heaped of Odessa, The capital of the company is £850,000, of whieh 
the fone only entitled to six per cent. after the eo of that dividend to 
a ee shares. The surplus profits beyond the above rates are to be 
wuhie Givitea between both classes of shareholders, The population of Odessa 
dame on limits of the company’s supply is estimated at 200,000, and the 
tM of 18 80 great, not only for domestic and trade use but for the 
~d ing in this important port, that the returns are expected 

ex © minimum guaranteed. 





BRISTOL UNITED GASLIGHT COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of this Company took place at their Offices, Can“ ~s 
Marsh, on Thursday, the 14th inst.—Mr. W. Nasa (the chairman) iding. 

The Secretary (Mr. Townsend) read the report, which stated that they 
would be able to make the same division of profit as usual, although the prices 
paid for several articles and other items of expense had increased. Amongst 
the last was the amount for wages, which, owing to the advance ac ‘orded to 
the men, had been considerably augmented. It referred to the difficulty which 
the company had experienced during the last half year in keeping up tho supply 
of coal, owing to the large demand for that article and the strikes which had 
taken place at the several pits. Fortunately, however, owing to the system of 
contracts which they bad adopted, and the efforts which had been made hy 
their board and by their engineer, Mr, Fiddes, they were able to pass througr 
the last six trying months without once abridging the efficient lighting of ths 
city, or the supply of gas to the consumers. They, however, looked forward 
with some anxiety to the effect of these increased charges upon the future 
working of the company, but they did not apprehend any depreciation of the 
value of their property from that source. They had, as the proprietors were 
aware, reduced the price of gas, from last July, from 3s. 3d. to Be: per 1000 feet, 
and owing to the increased consumption the result upon the profits had not 
been adverse. The report alluded to the extension of the works, which was 
being carried out to the fullest extent to which the ground in the possession cf 
the company would permit, as it would be short-sighted policy, in the present 
growth of the city, and the progress of trade, merely to adapt the enlargemert 
to two or three‘years in advance. The report also referred to the death, during 
the year, of one of their directorg—Mr. Stephen Dowden—and spoke in term: 
of respect for his memory. To fill up that vacancy, and another, which ha. 
previously been caused by the death of their Jate venerable chairman, two 
gentlemen, in every way qualified for the post, had been chosen by the directors, 
namely, Mr. J. D. Weston and Mr. W. Spark, and it was anticipated that the 
shareholders generally would approve of theselectio:. The bill which last year had 
been thrown out by the exertions of a committee con:;rised chiefly of members of 
the gas and water companies of the country, and which would have given power 
to municipal bodies to originate or oppose public companies, charging the 
expense of such opposition, &c., to the rates, was again being introduced into 
Parliament, and it was hoped that the public sense of the country and the efforts 
of those concerned would again succeed in causing it to be defeated. The 
report concluded by recommending that a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. 
per annum, subject to income-tax, be paid on and after the 25th of March. 


The CuarrMaN, in moving the adoption of the report, stated that the last 
half year had been a most anxious time for directors, and he was willing 
to confess that he did not expect at one time the results wou!d be so favourable 
as the report had shown them to be. The difficulty of getting coul, owing to 
the causes set forth in the report, was very great, and they had constan*!+ the 
fact of a very small stock, especially of large and cannel coal, staring thyin in 
the face, This, of course, was a serious and heavy responsibility for any bod 
of men upon whom the lighting of a large city depended. However, by their 
precautions and efforts, and the admirable exertions of their engineer, they had 
got outely through the half year. If there was any comfort in having com- 
panions in adversity, they had it; for Manchester had to be put upon half 
supply for two nights cone grin and if they had not been driven quite to 
the same straits in Liverpool, they had (in the latter place) almost been reduced 
to their last shovelful of coals. Of course the first object of a body like theirs 
was to produce a good paying dividend to the shareholders; stil] they were 
actuated by other feelings. They felt that the social comfort, convenience 
and security of the city depended upon its efficient lighting, and no one could 
stand on any eminence in Bristol, and look round and down on the vast area 
of lamps which they had to supply during 365 nights in the year without 
feeling how grave and serious was the responsibility of a body who had to meet 
such demands as these. The chairman then referred to the extraordinary and 
continued increase that for many years.had gone on in the consumption of gas, 
and said that as things were more quickly seen through the eye than through 
the ear, a diagram had been prepared by their engineer which woulc *t.ow at 
a glance what that increase had been. [The diagram showed, year by year, 
the quantity of gas made in the city from 1840 to 1871. In 1840 it was little 
more than 60 million feet, and last year it was over 613 million feet.1 Again, 
as to the price; in 1840 it was 8s, per 1000 feet; now it was but 3s. Tie chair- 
man also adverted to the extension of their works, and said that for some timo 
they would not, of course, be wholly remunerative, but they would orig bo 
utilized at the present rate of consumption. He contended likewise that, wiat- 
ever people might say about 10 per cent. being a large profit, it was not too 
much for a company such as theirs, Laney | as there were very few of the 
original shareholders left, and few, if any, of the present proprietary had pur- 
chased their shares at par. The premium at which the additional stock was 
disposed of, too, went to the reduction of the price of gas, and the public rather 
than the proprietors had the advantage of it. Besides, in a concern like theirs 
there was always the risk that, in these days of scientific discoveries, some new 
illuminating agent might be found that would supplant the use of gas, in waich 
case the value of their property would be immensely depreciated; so that all 
these considerations had to be taken into account in estimating profits. Lo 
complained of the increased taxation laid upon them, and said that if tle 
inequitable system of rating was persisted in, they might be driven to corsic.er 
whether the price of gas to the public would not have to be increased. 


The Vice-Cuarrman (Mr. F, Terrell) ded the proposition, which was 
put and carried unanimously, 


The CHAIRMAN moved that a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent, per annum, 
bject to i tax, be payable on and after the 25th of March. 

Mr. T. P. Jose seconded the proposition. Speaking of the price of gas, he 
said he remembered when it was 15s. per 1000 feet, and the publie had largely 
benefited by the reduced rate of charges from the manner in which the incr+a ed 
capital had been introduced. 

‘he proposition was carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN moved that the fees of the auditors, Messrs, George Thomas 
and Tribe, be increased from £50 to £80 per annum. He said their audit was 
the most complete and effectual that could be, for it was continuous, and exten 
throughout the whole of the half year. 


Mr. F, TERRELL seconded the proposition, which was carried mem. con, 


Mr. Luecu moved a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors for the effi- 
cient way in which they had conducted the affairs of the compeny, and in doing 
so regretted that the shareholders had it not in their power to show their grati- 
tude to those gentlemen in a more substantial manner, for he could not help 
thinking, while looking at ihe diagram just exhibited to them, that while the 
business done by the company had been so continuously and vastly increasing, 
the remuneration of the directors, upon whom devolved so extensive a concern, 
had remained stationary ; and this, too,in a company which, however extensive 
its operations, required a minute attention to details in order to. be. efficiently 
carried on. He spoke the minds of his brother shareholders as well as his own 
when he said he hoped that, when an opportunity occurred, power would be ob- 
tained from Parliament to enable the shareholders to better recompense their 
directors for their good and successful work. 

Mr. T. Gipson seconded the proposition, and expressed a wish that they could 
acknowledge the services of the board in a more material manner. 

The chairman returned thanks, and thus concluded the business of the 
meeting. 
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r recommend you to declare the usual dividend on both classes of shares, amountin; 
BIRMINGHAM AND STAF heap CAR ABET 5 _— x. was £24,457 10s. The recent advance in wages, and the increaged price of coals and pes 
The Half-Yearly General Meeting o addsks :5-ameahinn pany materials used in the manufacture of gas, have caused some anxiety to your directors - 
held on Tuesday, ch 19, Mr. W. Suaur presided. but they hope that, by the increased consumption of gas, and the enhanced value of the 
The following report and statement of accounts were presented :— residuary products, they may be able to maintain both the efficiency and prosperity of 
In presenting to the proprietors the bal heet and ts for the half year | the pany as here Referring to the remark made in the last report on the loan 
di ; the Bist of December last, your directors have much pleasure in congratulating | debt, your directors have had their attention again called to it with a view to its be’ 
them on the continued success and prosperity of the company. It will be seen that, | paid off; but, after mature consideration, they think it prudent to defer doing so for the 
withstanding the reduction of 2d. per 1000 feet which took place in the price of gas | present. The accompanying report of the engineer will inform the shareholders of the 
on the Ist of July last, the income derived from that source was nearly the same asin | present state of the works, and of the additions now in progress to meet the relative 
the corres ading half year of 1870, aresult which your directors deem highly satisfactory. | terms of supply and demand. Your directors intend making a further call of £1 per 
The oer ilable for dividend is £31,328 * 8d., out of which your directors | share on the £28 shares, payable on the Ist of July next. 
Dr. Profit and Loss Account, Dec. 31, 1871. Cr. 
To Coals fae tse Ee ert. GC ea ¢: nn cn. | By Balance brought from last half year’s account. . . ». « « « .£25,31017 3 
Purifying materials and process oo h* on eae ee ea 1,081 0 4 Sale of gas, after deducting £7000 for estimated discounts and bad pee 
i : pipes, & other works 10,958 15 6 et hl ana We ea hae i i SS a 73311 3 
> tar cagemnarens ees ggomentrmensantye caegemmetnperr sic — te Rime ~~» SESS ES SRS la ae 28/697 0 
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The CHarrMan, in moving the adoption of the report, said the board had 
the pleasure of congratulating the shareholders upon the good balance-sheet 
which they had been able to publish. Gentlemen who were familiar with the 
rise in the price of coal would share both the surprise and the pleasure of the 
directors in being able to produce such a balance-sheet; and he might say that, 
as it had been authenticated and signed by their auditor, there was little fear 
as to its correctness. He confessed that the directors had some little appre- 
hension that the balance-sheet might not be so satisfactory, taking into con- 
sideration the enhanced price of all the materials used in the manufacture of 
gas as well as of labour. Happy were they that the results had been better 
than their fears. The increased price of all the raw materials would naturally 
have a very damaging effect upon their future profits, and what those profits 
might be they could not predict; but there was one thing he would venture to 
predict—viz., that so long as they possessed and kept alive as they had done 
such a reserve-fund upon which they could fearlessly draw from time to time, 
as occasion required, they need entertain no fear with regard to their future 
dividends. The paying-off of the bond debt might be deferred from the reasons 
he had stated as affecting the profits of the concern, and the reduction of the 
price of gas to the public at large would also be affected by the same causes— 
causes over which the directors had no kind of control, and causes, too, which 
they might all deplore, but in the face of which they could not help themselves. 
However, he was bold and sanguine enough to hope that it would not be long 
before they were able to pay off the debt, and also to reduce the price of gas; 
but he again repeated that the time when this would take place could not be 
stated. 

Mr. Wicern (deputy-chairman) seconded the motion. 

Mr. Jarrray asked to what extent and in what way the anditor examined 
the accounts, so as to be able to vouch for their accuracy? He did not wish 
to say a word with reference to proceedings which had taken place elsewhere, 
but they would not make good use of the lessons passing around them if they 
did not learn by experience. He knew that many audits were simply in 
in accordance with Act of Parliament, and were not real and exhaustive. He 
was sure, therefore, that it would afford the directors pleasure to have an 
opportunity of answering, and the shareholders of receiving the answer, as to 
what extent the accounts were audited by their professional accountant, 

The CrarrMan said he would give the same answer to the question that he 
had given to gentlemen who had asked whether this company’s auditor was 
better than other auditors. Mr. Laandy had full liberty to go into the com- 
pany’s offices, and to examine every clerk and every book; in fact, he had the 
whole series of accounts within his reach. Everything was trusted to him, and 
with the eagle-eye which accountants possessed, he was able to detect any 
inaccuracy which might have occurred. Mr. Laundy attended with a staff of 
clerks, and proved everything, not letting a single thing pass. He (the chair- 
man) was satisfied that the appointment of such an auditor must give satis- 
faction to all the shareholders. 

Mr. E. Lucas said that at the last half-yearly meeting he made a state- 
ment to the effect that it had been mentioned out-of-doors that Mr. Laundy 
was only paid £2 2s. for his services, at which he (Mr. Lucas) expressed his 
dissatisfaction. Since that meeting he had had an interview with their cashier, 
and was fully satisfied that the audit was thorough and continuous, and that 
instead of only getting £2 2s., Mr. Laundy was paid so much per hour, while 
on fins out of town he received the same fee asa solicitor. He also found that 
if Mr. Laundy was not at the office himself, some of his clerks attended, and 
os too, were paid so much per hour. 

he CHAIRMAN said an auditor must be appointed by Act of Parliament, 
and the £2 2s. was therefore only paid as a nominal sum. 

Mr. JAFFRAY expressed his extreme satisfaction, first, with the answer given 
by the chairman, and secondly, with the confirmation of that answer which Mr. 
Lucas had been able to afford to the shareholders. Materials were rising in 
es. wages were advancing, and the cost of producing gas and residuals had 

ncreased, and probably would increase, and he would therefore ask if their 
contracts for residuals, breeses, and liquors extended over a lengthened period. 
As they were aware, some contracts had resulted in a serious loss to the manu- 
facturers who had taken them, and it would be satisfactory to know that the 
contracts of this company did not extend over a lengthened period. 








The CuatrMan said the aw were under two or three contracts, but he | 


thought there was nothing to 
long duration. One had to run five years, another contract was for three years, 
and a third for one year. A very fair price was obtained for the longer 
contract. 

In reply to questions by shareholders, the CHArRMAN said the contracts were 
for ammoniacal liquor and tar; but there was no contract for coke. He might 
state that there was another rise of 1s. in the price of coal, which would natu- 
rally prove very damaging to their profits; bat with the increase in the con- 
sumption of gas and the advance in the price of residuals, it was hoped that 
the extra outlay would be nearly covered. They were really fortified, however, 
with regard to future dividends, by possessing so excellent a reserve-fund, 


ear with respect to them, as they were not of | 


| 


They had already £43,000 invested; in fact, they had nearly reached the limit 
to which they were allowed to reserve. They had therefore really nothing to 
fear. 

Farther discussion followed with reference to the contracts, after which the 
motion for the adoption of the report was unanimously carried. 

A dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. on the capital raised under the Act 
Vic. 8 and 9, and of 7} per cent. on that raised under the Act Vic. 21, and 
payable on the 25th inst., was then declared. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman and board of directors, and to the late 
chairman, Mr. Blakeway, concluded the proceedings. 


HASTINGS GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Hastings Gas Company took place on Thurs- 
day, March 21—Mr. R. DeupNey (chairman) presiding. 

The CierK (Mr. W. B. Young) read the notice of the meeting, and the 
following report was taken as read:— 

The directors much regret to have to record the death of Mr. William Scrivens, one of 
the directors, who had been connected with the gas company ever since it was estab- 
lished, and, from his great experience, they deeply feel his loss, 

The purchase of the piece of land adjoining the gas-works, which was named in the 
last report, has since been completed. 

It has not been thought necessary, as yet, to make a call on the last issue of shares, 
but it will probably be found advisable to do so in the course of this year, some time 
previous to our next general meeting. 

The accounts, duly audited, show a balance of £3058 5s. 11d. profit, which, with the 
balance of £23 4s. 9d. brought on from the last half year, leave £3081 10s. 8d. to be dealt 
with by the shareholders; and it is recommended that a dividend at the rate of 8 per 
cent. per annum be paid on the paid-up £25 shares, a dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. 
per annum be paid on the £20 paid-up shares, and interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum be paid on the new £4 paid preference shares; also, that the whole of the debt 
on the No. 2 gasholder, amounting to £167 17s. 11d., be written off, and that the remain- 
ing balance of £176 2s. 9d, be carried on to the next half year. 

The difficulty of obtaining a coal supply, even at a greatly increased price, has received 
the serious consideration of the board for several months past, and it is still of such 
importance as to raise the question, if, with such an increase in the cost of the raw 
material, gas can be supplied at the present low price. 

The capital account showed an addition of £3000, the amount paid on the 
late issue of new shares; and £309 ls. 6d. expended on new mains and new 
works. The receipts for gas, coke, fittings, &c., had been £13,918 19s, 8d.; 
and the expenditure—including the variation in the stock—left in hand the 
available balance mentioned in the report. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report, said it would be his 
duty to offer some remarks at greater length than usual. He referred, in terms 
of regret, to the loss which the board had sustained in the death of Mr. William 
Scrivens, who had been connected with the company from its formation. The 
purchase of the piece of land, adjoining the works, had been completed since the 
accounts were closed, and would appear in the next balance-sheet. The works 
were as perfect as they possibly could be; and he believed that no better were 
to be found in the country. Referring to the accounts, the chairman pointed 
out that there was a loss of £150 on tar, and of £150 on coke, owing to the lower 
price at which it was offered, on purpose to get rid of it. The company had, 
said, found the effect of the early-closing movement, by which the consumption 
had been reduced 25,000 feet per day, or a million and a half during the three 
months, There was no means of altering that; and he could only a that, 
whatever the disadvantage it might have been to the company, those who were 
released from business had gained a benefit. As far as the increasing num! 
of consumers was concerned, it was clear the town was progressing. The subject 
of the coal supply was the most important matter to which he had to call attention 
that day ; for owing to the strikes which had taken place amongst the miners, the 
board had been in considerable difficulty. At thecommencement of the difficulty Mr. 
Wood had gone to Canterbury, to see the person who freighted the veasels for the 
company; and he found there was no possibility of getting coal into Whitstable. 
He immediately went to London, and succeeded in purchasing 1000 tons 
of inland coal—the first supply the company had ever had. The price of 
had now advanced 75 per cent. So great had been the difficulty that there hed 
been about 400 letters and telegrams sent to Mr. Wood, during the three months 
up to January ; and about 50 more during February. At the commencement 
the troubles, in November, the Hastings Company was better off than a great 
many of their neighbours, because they had had in a good stock in the autum®; 
and had it not been for the strikes they would have got on very well. 
had paid 6s. a ton for their coal; but the price had gradually gone up so thatit 
was now 10s. 6d. The communications had caused an amount of anxiety Ww? 
very few men could have borne so well as it had been by Mr. Wood. Notwitb- 
standing the arrangements of the manager, and the fact that jer | had bees 
better off than their neighbours at the commencement, in the month of Febri- 
thers had beet 

load. As Mr. 





ary they were brought down to six days comsumption; and o 
— to such a state that they were glad to borrow a truck 


was more familiar with the letters, he would presently read some of 
correspondence. The chairman next noticed the large sum which the compa? 
paid to the corporation for coal dues—£1338 16s, 4d. last year; and he 
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that, owing to such an impost, the shareholders did not get the full amount of 
benefit they ought to have from their trading. He said that the town ought to 
pay something towards that proportion of duty, as the public lamps were sup- 

lied at an almost nominal rate. Freightage had only increased about 3d. per 
ton ; but with coal risen from 6s. to 10s. 6d. a ton, on a weekly consumption of 
three to four hundred ton, he must ask the meeting to consider where the divi- 
dend could come from, unless the price of gas went up. ’ 

Mr. A. H. Woop, the manager, entered at length into the coal difficulty. 
Coal, he said, was the one thing which was essential more than anything else in 
the manufacture of gas. At the end of October last there was a stock of 4000 
to 6000 tons in the works, and engagements to receive 1000 tons per month all 
through the winter. But strikes came, and in proportion as the miners ceased 
work so the orders for coal increased. Letters and telegrams on the subject 
became bewildering ; for altogether he had had nearly 500 communications on the 
pubject. Mr. Wood read some of these, in which captains had written to 
owners that it was impossible to get coal at all—at first owing to strikes, and 
afterwards from the excessive requirements of iron-works and the continental 
trade. The demand was so great that there was a perfect panic. His own 
difficulty had been for the spring more than the winter. He knew that many 
gas-works had been entirely out of coal; and that, for the supply of the Dover 
works, a steam tug was engaged, at a cost of £70, to tow a cargo from the 
North. The speaker detailed the various difficulties he had met in order to 
secure a supply, and then proceeded to say that the orders had been checked 
from time to time, in hope of a fall in price; and from 6s. at the pit’s mouth it 
went to 8s. 6d., but now it had reached 10s, 6d. He hoped now, as he had 
hoped before, that it was got toa climax; but the pitmen had the entire ruling 
of the supply, and the pitters were obliged to submit to any demands which 
were made. ‘There were plenty of coals and plenty of miners, but in conse- 
quence of the regulations of the trades union, the men got as much money for 
three days work as they used to get for six, and they would only work the 
three days; hence the short supply. Mr. Wood referred to the special local 
difficulties, in the heavy charges for conveyance, and the duty of 2s. 4}d. a ton, 
notwithstanding they had supplied gas as cheap as in other places where there 
was no coal duty. He must say that, unless the price of coal fell, the price of 
gas must rise, or the dividend must go down. It was a question of dividend 
versus gas, or gas versus dividend, In all his experience he had never had so 
difficult a winter to pass through. : 

The CHAIRMAN intimated that there would be a meeting of the directors on 
Saturday, to consider what rise there should be in the price of the gas, as they 
considered there was no alternative. There would, he said, probably be another 
call on the new shares in July. 

Mr, PickNELL seconded the motion for the adoption of the report. P 

Mr. Howe tt, — called attention to the unusual form in which the 
auditors signed the balance-sheet, then stated that he did not take so woful a 
view of the coal supply as the manager had done. There had been a panic, but 
he did not look upon it as a thing which should influence the directors to raise 
the price of gas. He attributed the difficulty to having no contract with the 
coalowners, and said he did not believe the rise in the price of coal would be 
permanent. He hoped the Hastings Company would not be the first to show the 
white feather. The advance in coal must affect companies in the coal district 
pro raté to a greater extent than it did the Hastings Company. 

The CHaiRMAN: Those companies are upon the rise. 

Mr. HowEit: When they have done so will be time enough for us to follow. 

Mr. WintER —_ of the alarm which the proposal to raise the price of gas 
had created in the town. Seeing that there were dividends of 8, 7, and 5 per 
cent, on different classes of shares, and the possibility of a fall in the price of 
coal, he suggested that the question of increased price should stand over until 
the close of the current half year, because the company was established for the 
public benefit, as well as to secure dividends for the shareholders. The speaker 
also mentioned that he had heard there was an intention to raise the price of 
gas from 4s. to 5s. per 1000 feet. 

Mr. G. Scrivens said he did not know that he had ever addressed a meeting 
of shareholders in the gas company with more anxiety than he did on that occa- 
sion. They had never before been placed in exactly the same position. In any- 
thing he might say he wished it not to be thought that he ignored the interests 
of the consumer, or those of the shareholders; but as directors there was a duty 
to perform towards the absent, and to consider what they ought to do under the 
particular ciroumstances in which they were placed. It had been rather hinted 
that the coal difficulty had been overstated. It was quite right to take a bright 
view of a difficulty; but was it wise? It should be remembered that it was on] 
special kinds of coal were suited for gas purposes, and if others were used it 
would soon be found that they oould not get 10,000 feet of gas from the ton of 
coal, and the balance-sheet would soon feel that. They were limited to certain 
kinds of coal, and the price therefore must go up. He remembered having taken 
a great liberty with Lord Redesdale, in the committee-room of the House of Lords. 
His lordship said the maximum price ought not to be more than 5s. per 1000; 
and he (the speaker) had replied that such a course, without taking into account 
the cost of coal, would be like making a baker sell bread at a certain price with- 
out regard to the cost of flour. He had lived long enough to see those words 
Come into effect. It should be borne in mind that miners were not like agricultural 

rs, and that, if not brought up to it in youth, men could not fall into it 
wards. The miners completely had the upper hand; and at present there 
Was little prospect of the price of coal coming down. The directors were in this 
plight : they felt confident they would have to pay more for coal, and yet they 
Were waked to say there should not be a rise in the price of gas. There could be 
bat one result—that the dividend must go down. It was the duty of the 
directors to hold the scales between the two parties. The meeting had heard 
that there would be a loss of £600 a year on the sale of coke; and the higher 
cost of coal would probably be between £2000 and £3000. He hoped gentlemen 
would consider that before they tied the hands of the directors. It was not an 
attempt on the part of the directors to put more money into the pockets of the 
shareholders ; but it was a pure matter of business, following a rule which 
would be adopted by every business man present—that according to the rate of 
the raw material so must be the sellin price. 

It was stated that in Tunbridge Wells the price was about to be reduced. 

The Cuairman : Yee, from 43. 9d. to 4s. 6d. 

Mr. Brown also referred to the South Metropolitan Company, which is 
— to reduce, though it supplies gas at 3s. 2d. and pays a dividend of 10 per 

ent. He could not understand how that was. There must be some great 
oy in the a. 
LERK and the MANAGER made statements showing that the South 
aralien bee —— stood in an unexceptionably favourable position. Tun- 
: we ad * ways obtained its coal at 2s. a ton cheaper than Hastings. 

The c ioe ay - oo ees why you should raise to 5s. : 

Pr geroreag- said that 5s, had never been thought of; it was a question of 
it. Howat offered other remarks in objection to any rise in price until it 
= wn there was a case on which to go to the pa lic ; and Mr. WINTER 

The consideration, and longer delay before deciding upon a rise. 
= = Seon mag announced that “.. advance should be postponed for a month ; 

a little more pressure on Mr. Winter's os he said that the question 
The pa es ee ——— —_ half year. 
Teport pted, and the CuarRMAN’ announced ividend 
warrants would be sent out at once. a Aaotios o 


A bean 
terminated the businger’? chairman and directors, and to the clerk and manager, 





THE PROPOSED PURCHASE OF THE ELLAND GAS-WORKS. 

At the Meeting of the Elland Local Board, on the 4th inst., there was a dis- 
cussion as to the manner in which the board had been treated by the gas com- 
pany with reference to the purchase of the gas-works. 

The CHarrMaN said, since the last meeting of the board, circumstances had 
occurred which had led to the withdrawal of the bill, and he thought it the duty 
of the board to acquaint the public with the whole of the circumstances, and let 
the ratepayers know how they had been treated. The board had been led to 
understand that the company were willing to sell the gas-works, but they now 
declined to fix any price. 

Mr. THORNTON said, as one of the first who was deputed to wait upon the 
company, he might state that then the directors present were unanimously in 
favour of selling the works, inasmuch as they stated that the gas-works ought 
to be the property of the board. They, however, said it was not for them to 
take action, but for the local board, and then it was for the directors to call a 
meeting to consider the matter. The deputation asked the company to give 
them that decision in writing, but they refused, and now repudiated the whole 
business. The board had met them since then and offered £30,000 and after- 
wards £40,000, in order that the gas-works might be purchased and utilized for 
the benefit of the ratepayers. 

..., Cuarnman said the price offered was equal to £22 12s, 6d. for every £10 
share, 

Several members of the board “oy an opinion that it was advisable the 
correspondence should be published, and it was ultimately decided to hold a 
meeting to consider the matter, if it could possibly be arranged. 

Re meeting was held, on the 8th inst., at the Old Cock Hotel, Halifax, at 
whic 

Mr. A. C. Foster, town-clerk of Halifax, and late clerk of the Elland Local 
Board, attended to give a detailed explanation of what had taken place between 
the parties, in order that the ratepayers might see that the local boards had done 
everything they could to buy the works. In the first place the Elland Board 
thought it would be a wise and prudent thing if they could purchase the gas- 
works, and appointed a deputation to wait upon the directors of the gas com- 
pany to ascertain their feeling as to selling the works. The deputation was well 
received, and it was intimated to them that no difficulties would be thrown 
in their way. The directors further said that it was a wise step on the part of 
the board to endeavour to secure the gas-works, and no discouragement was 
offered to the proposal, At this juncture a meeting of the ratepayers was 
called, and it was then resolved that the board should promote a bill in Parlia- 
ment to secure the object desired. On the 4th of November, the gas company 
wrote to Mr. Foster, stating that at an extraordinary meeting of the share- 
holders of the company, it had been resolved that the Souter were willing to 
entertain and consider any proposal that the Elland Local Board might make to 
the gas company for the purchase of the gas-works. In consequence of that 
letter a deputation waited upon the directors of the company a second time and 
made a proposal to them, which the directors desired that they should have in 
writing. Before writing, however, overtures were made to the Greetland 
Board ; the two boards met together, and the clerks drew up an offer to the 
company, which stated : 

The offer is made upon the basis of your last printed balance-sheet, from which it 
appears that the shares of the company are as follows :— 

1398 £10 shares paid up. 

699 £10 preference shares, £4 paid up, called 4s. preference share, 

300 5 per cent. preference shares, £10 paid up. 

The offer of the local board is to give the company £35,756, and is arrived at as 





follows :— 
£20 for each of the 1398 ordinary shares , , . 2 6 « « « « £27,960 
699 4s. preference shares atpar. . . . 2. « . «6 « « «© « 2,796 
300 preference shares, £10 paid up, at 5 per cent., at par, , » 8,000 
nee ee ee eer ee ae ear er eee 
Total. . . £35,756 


The board to take the property and assets of the company, including the £3000 

invested by the company on mortgage, and take the responsibility of the £5600 mortgage 
owing by the company. 
In reply to this a letter was received from Mr. Lancaster, dated the 28th of 
December, stating that the company could not entertain the above offer, and 
would oppose the bill or bills the board had recently introduced into Parliament. 
On the 4th January Mr. Lancaster again wrote, asking to be informed if the 
board intended to pr te the bills. On the 20th of January Messrs. Norris, 
Foster, and England wrote to Mr. Lancaster, stating that the sub-committee of 
the local board had had a meeting on the previous night, and determined to 
make another and final offer to the gas company ; that they would, in order to 
make an end of the matter, give a further bonus of £1644, in addition to the 
£2000 already offered. This further offer raised the amount to £22 12s. 6d. per 
£10 share. To this latter offer Mr. Lancaster replied on the 3ist of January, 
stating that a special meeting of the gas company had been held on the previous 
day, when it had been determined to decline respectfully to enter into any 
treaty for the sale of the gas-works to the local board, and the resolutions pre- 
viously passed by the company to o the bill of the local board in Parlia- 
ment were ratified and confirmed. Mr. Lancaster also stated that he wished to 
be informed whether the bill would be withdrawn, affirming that unless it was 
he should take steps to stop its further progress. On the 10th of February, 
Messrs, Norris, Foster, and England wrote to Mr, Lancaster, informing him that 
the Elland Board had resolved to withdraw the bill in consequence of all their 
repeated attempts to come to terms with the gas company being futile, and that 
the parliamentary agents would be instructed to act accordingly. The letter 
concluded : 

We feel bound to say that the board consider they have been most unfairly treated in 
this matter. They were told by your directors, before any parliamentary expense was 
incurred, that they (the directors) considered it best that the works should belong to 
the Local Board, and that there was every disposition to sell upon reasonable terms; and 
now they are told through you, that the company refuses to treat in any way, and that 
if the bill is not withdrawn it will be opposed. This is not such treatment as the Local 
Board had a right to expect. 

The next letter from Mr. Lancaster said that, to his astonishment, he had had 
a letter from his agent, informing him ‘that the bill was not yet withdrawn. 
He then added, “‘ Unless it be withdrawn within 24 hours after the receipt 
hereof by you I shall file a bill of injunction at the instance of certain rate- 
payers whom I represent, and I shall ask costs against the local board.” On 
the same day the above was received, Mr. Lancaster wrote again (sending his 
letter by rail) to the following effect :—** This morning I have a letter from my 
agent, in which he informs me that your agents are not yet instructed to with- 
draw the bill. I therefore give you notice of my intention forthwith to place 
before counsel instructions for bill of injunction in equity, upon the hearing 
of which I shall press for costs against the Local Board.” Upon the receipt of 
the above two letters, Mr. Foster replied as follows :—‘‘If you instruct your 
ee to inquire again, we think you will find that the bill has now been with- 
rawn.’ 





This was the whole of the correspondence, and several of the gentlemen 
present expressed an opinion that the case had now been thoroughly explained. 

Mr. CronHeELo said it was the unanimous opinion of both boards (Elland and 
Greetland) that it would be a wiser course to withdraw the bill than to put the 
ratepayers to the expense of a contest in carrying on the object in o tion to 
the gas company. ie thought that ought to be stated, as it would show that 
the ards fad in all they had done considered the interests of the ratepayers. 

This opinion was a in by all who composed the meeting. 

The proceedings shortly afterwards terminated. 
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BIRMINGHAM WATER-WORKS COMPANY. 

The Ordinary amyl +4 senting of the Shareholders of this Company was 
held on Wednesday, the 20th inst.—Mr. W. James (the chairman) presiding. 

The directors report stated that the water-rental for the last half year amounted to 
£29,933 14s. 6d., exceeding that of the corresponding half year of 1870 by £2792 16s. 2d., 
and that of the half year ending the 30th of June last by £1322 18s. 7d.; the rental for 
the year 1871 exceeded that of the year 1870 by £5190 lls.5d. The profit of the past 
half’ year was £17,063 9s. 7d., being more than that of the corresponding half year of 
1870 by £1368 10s, 7d., and that of the half year ending the 30th of June last by 
£1153 12s. 8d. ; the total profit of the year 1871 being more than that of the year 1870 by 
the sum of £2446 12s. 5d. The directors have added to the £3729 7s. 3d., the amount 
of profits undivided on June 30, 1871, the sum of £908.; this sum being part of 
£3930 1s. 6d., the t of the premi realized on the recent sale of shares. This 
sum of £908 was added to profits undivided, to replace a like amount upon sales of 
shares in 1840, and then deducted from profits undivided. These two sums of £37297s. 3d. 
and £908 made a total of £4637 7s. 3d. The profit of the past half year—viz., 
£17,063 9s. 7d., added to £4687 7s. 3d. make a total of £21,700 16s. 10d. The directors 
recommended that a dividend, at the rate of 64 per cent. per annum, be declared, 
amounting to £16,271 10s., and leaving a balance of £5429 6s. 10d., profit undivided, to 
be carried forward to the next account. The additional works at Lower Edgbaston, 
Short Heath, Perry, and Whitacre (those at the latter place were rapidly approaching 
completion) would yield an increasing supply of water during the summer. During the 
past half year, 55 fires had occurred within the company’s district, and in all cases there 
had been an abundant supply of water. Fifty-two fires had been extinguished without 
the use of any fire-engine, partly by portable engines, and partly by water delivered under 
pressure from the company’s mains; and 13 had been on premises not supplied with 
water by the company. The supply of water, in cases of fire, was always provided by 
the company gratuitously. 

The CHAIRMAN moved the adoption of the report, which, he said, set forth 
very clearly the affairs of the company. The No. 1 well at Aston, the first 
sunk there, had yielded such a good supply of water that the directors had felt 
bound to take up the trees, and extend the sinking. The operations were now 
completed, and on the previous Wednesday, when the well was at work, he and 
some of his colleagues found upon inspection that it afforded an enormous 
quantity of exceilent water. The works at Short Heath were nearly completed, 
and the directors expected a very large supply from that source. The whole of 
their works and machinery were in sound and good order; the repairs were well 
kept up, and, so far as they could possibly foresee, there would be no breakage 
of any sort or kind. It would be seen by the report that during the past half 
year there was 565 fires in the company’s district, 52 of which were extinguished 
without calling out the fire-engines, chiefly from water from the mains, thereby 
saving great expense and giving the public great security from having water so 
close at hand and so constantly supplied. For the water thus used the company 
did not receive one farthing, although in other towns he believed the water 
supplied for that pu: was paid for. 

t. MaLtns seconded the motion. 

Mr. Core said that the auditors having been aes by the shareholders 
at the last half-yearly meeting, to call in a public accountant, they gladly 
availed themselves of that permission, and they had had the books carefully 
audited by Mr. Robert Mayo, who they thought would be acceptable to the 
shareholders. Mr. Cope read extracts from Mr. Mayo’s report, giving a detailed 
statement of his examination of the books, from which he found that £4303 was 
due for water up to Midsummer, 1871, including £484 due at Christmas, 1870, 
The system of checks adapted to the various books was well calculated to provide 
against et geome and all the books were extremely well kept. That, 

r. Cope added, corroborated all the auditors themselves had seen and knew, 
and he thought it would be satisfactory to find that the arrears of rent—a point 
particularly brought under the notice of other companies—were only £4300 for 
the previous six}months, out of a total rental of about £30,000. A considerable 
portion of the arrears had no doubt been collected, and would have been 
Gollected before but for certain arrangements as to accounts. The auditors 
intended to pursue the same course another year if it was the pleasure of the 
shareholders, 

Mr. Dryxrin asked if the directors had any communication to make with 

reference to what had taken place between the corporation and the company 
veepenes the disposal of the water-works to the former body. 
_. The CHAIRMAN said a correspondence had been going on between some of the 
cirectors, to whom the matter was referred, anda committee of the Town Council, 
but no absolute negotiations had been opened up to the present time. There 
had been some little difference of opinion as to the meaning of certain words, 
and the directors thought it wise that the groundwork should be cleared before 
2* y negotiations were entered into, He was of opinion, however, that in a very 
siicrt time the groundwork would be cleared away, and then the directors 
weuld be very happy to meet any deputation from the Public Works Committee, 
and go fully and fairly into the matter with them. If the council thought it 
was an advantage to the town to possess the water supply, all the directors had 
to say was that they would yield, but they must be paid a fair and full price for 
their works. The directors were all large shareholders, four of them holding 
uy wards of £40,000 of stock, and the whole nearly £60,000, so that the share- 
holders might depend upon being properly considered. For himself he was not 
unwilling to sell, and the directors would ask a fair and full value for what 
they had to dispose of. He should have been glad if he could have said more, 
but in the present uncertain position of the matter he thought it would not be 
wise to do so. Ofcourse the directors had no power to sell without the approval 
of the shareholders, 

Mr. Epwanrps and Mr, Arx1ns having borne their testimony to the excellent 
mauner in which the books of the company were kept, the motion for the 
adoption of the report was unanimously otek 

A dividend of 6} per cent. was then declared, leaving about £900 to be 
carried to the reserve-fund. Messrs. Malins, Thornton, and Wiggin were 
re-elected directors, and Mr. Atkins, auditor; and the proceedings concluded 
with a vote of thanks to the chairman and the board of directors. 


DR. ALFRED 8. TAYLOR ON THE QUALITY OF THE WATER 
SUPPLIED BY THE WEST MIDDLESEX WATER COMPANY. 

The following voluntary communication has been addressed by this eminent 
chemist to the secretary of the West Middlesex Water Company :— 

Dear Sir,—I have received a copy of Dr. Whitmore’s report on the quality of 
the water supplied to Marylebone by the West Middlesex Company, dated 26th 
February, 1872. I do nox know whether I am indebted to you for the report, 
but, whether or not, you may like to have my opinion on it, as the subject of 
water analysis has occupied me more or less during the last forty years. Dr. 
Whitmore describes the means of filtration and purification adopted by the West 

dlesex Company, and the results of his analysis show that the solid contents 
of the filtered water are not larger than are commonly found in good river and 
spring water, and that the organic matter is small, not amounting to one grain 
in an imperial gallon—i.e., less than 1-700,000th part of the weight of the 
water. results, in my opinion, clearly justify the conclusioas which 
he has drawn—firet, that the West Middlesex Company have adopted the best 
practical means of filtration which can be applied to so large a quantity asa daily 
su pply of nine millions of gallons; and secondly, that the water as it is supplied 
by the company is of good quality and perfectly wholesome. 

Having during the last twenty-one years made many analyses of the water 
supplied to my house by the West Middlesex Com , and compared it with 
numerous waters derived from rivers, springs, pone po be in England and Scot- 
land, I can confirm Dr, Whitmore’s — conclusion that the water is good 
scone and omy wholesome. This opinion is not based merely on chemical 

ysis, but on twenty-one years experience derived from its use for all 


purposes, 














" ree 
I object to the use of the word “ impurity’? in Dr. Whitmore’s analysis, 


because it hasa tendency to mislead the public. He obviously employs this 
term to represent the solid or mineral constituents of the water—é.e., he applies 
it to substances such as carbonate of lime, common salt, &c., which are found 
more or less in all terrestrial waters, which are natural to these waters, ang 
quite inseparable from them when they have once come in contact with the 
earth. To prevent their introduction into water as it descends from the clouds 
you must prevent it from exerting any solvent action on the mineral and organic 
matters diffused through the atmosphere and the soil. This is a simple impogsj. 
bility. We must accept air aad water as nature gives them to us, and it is wel] 
known to all chemists that, within certain limits, the presence of these ingre. 
dients, dissolved from the air and the carth, does not affect the wholesomeneas of 
the water, or, in the ordinary meaning of the term, render it “‘ impure.” 

There has been of late years a great outcry on the subject of “sewage con. 
tamination,” and some sanitary reformers have gone so far as to describe the 
Thames water supplied to London asso much “diluted sewage.” Dr. Whit. 
more finds neither sewage nor the products of sewage decomposition in the water 
supplied by the West Middlesex Company. This is quite in accordance with the 
results which I have obtained by an examination of the water supplied to my 
house, Since the threatened approach of cholera in 1870-71, I have, for my own 
information, frequently examined the water for the products of decomposition 
but have found none. As to “‘ previous sewage contamination,” I believe it to 
be a myth, if we are to understand thereby that the presence of sewage products 
in water at any previous time renders that water noxious or unfit for use for ever 
after. Those who adopt this theory can have but little faith in chemistry, or in 
the chemical changes which are constantly going on around us. Sanitary 
reformers might with benefit extend their views beyond towns and cities, and 
condemn all shallow wells or springs in villages which are so frequently found 
near manure heaps, middens, or decomposing animal matter! 

Ihave gone more into this subject than I had at first intended, but the com. 
pany may like to have the benefit of an independent opinion respecting the water 
which they supply to this district. I believe there is nothing to apprehend of 
the dissemination of cholera or other diseases from the use of such water as that 
which is now supplied by the West Middlesex Company. For my part I shall 
regret any change either in the source or mode of supply. 

I commend the common-sense way in which Dr. Whitmore puts his analysis, 
A gallon of water is an intelligible quantity. A man may easily calculate 
within what period of time he consumes a gallon by daily use, and with it the 
21 grains of innocent solid substances contained in it. This is preferable tos 
system now adopted of giving the assumed constitution of 100,000 tons, or a 
corresponding number of kilogrammes or cubic métres of water. So enormous 
a quantity is, of course, beyond the reach of chemical analysis, and the tons of 
chalk, salt, and organic matter, said to exist therein, are only arrived at by 
multiplication. A ton of water represents 224 gallons, Within what period of 
time will a ton of water be consumed by any unit of the community? The 
answer to this question will show that such modes of laying plain matters before 
the public are more sensational than practical.—I am, yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Atrrep §. Taytor, M.D., F.B.S. 

15, St. James’s Terrace, Regent's Park, 

March 7, 1872. 
P.S.—You are at liberty to make any use you may please of this communication, 
W. H. Whiffin, Esq. 


Note on “Livinc anp Movine Orncanisms” CoNTAINED IN WATER 
Usep For DRINKING. 

T agree with og Bolton, in the opinion expressed in his Reports on Water 
Supply, dated the 31st of January and the 16th of February, 1872 (p. 11), that the 
frequent use of such phrases as ‘living organisms” and ‘* moving organisms” 
in reference to the water supplied to London, is only calculated to excite need- 
less alarm, and to create a prejudice against the use of river water. The terms 
“living and moving organisms” are vague; they may be applied to a slug ora 
worm, an eel or a monad, the latter being the 20,000th of an ineh in 
diameter, and only visible under a powerful microscope. What is probably in- 
tended by these words is the presence in unfiltered water of infusoria or micro- 
scopic animalcules, 

here is nothing surprising in this announcement, and certainly nothing to 
create alarm. Microscopic animalcules (living organisms) are found in all 
waters, whether derived from rivers, lakes, or springs. All that is required for 
their production isthe presence of vegetable or organic matter in a state of 
partial decay. The leaves of trees, grass, water-weeds, hay, or decaying wood, 
will in a few days lead to their production in myriads, according to temperature, 
exposure to air, light, &c. I have thus produced them by soaking the leaves of 
the elm, lime, and other trees and plants in pure distilled water ; and in rain 
water, collected as it fell in glass vessels, and subsequently filtered through char- 
coal. They were chiefly animalcules of the genus Paramecium so frequently 
found in unfiltered river water. The idea of keeping these animalcules out of 
water which is exposed to light and air is perfectly Utopian, as every microscopist 
knows. Decaying vegetable matter furnishes their food, and wherever theif 
food exists, there they will be found, Their ova are there developed, and they 
grow and multiply by millions in a few days. Their presence or absence is 20 
test of the wholesomeness or unwholesomeness of the water. It simply shows 
that it contains decaying organic matter. When their food, the deca 
organic matter, is separated by filtration, these animalcules are no longer fount. 

n filtered Thames water, such as that which has been supplied to my house 
for many years by the West Middlesex Company, I have not found them, butia 
the confervoid mass left on the great filter-beds of sand, I have found the 
and dried animalcules (navicule) in quantity. ; 

If a water is to be condemned as unwholesome and unfit for domestic us, 
because “ living and moving organisms” —i.c., animaleules are found in it, theo 
there is no water in the world which can escape condemaation. The watersal 
the lakes of Wales and Cumberland, and even the water of Loch Katrine of 
Scotland, which iy commonly taken as a type of purity for domestic use, would 
on this d be pr d undesirable for human consumption. in 
those who would keep these minute infusorial animaleules out of any river 
lake water on the earth, must adopt some scheme for preventing water-plants 
from growing in the water, or leaves, grass, or other organic substances from 
falling into it. ; 

It has been recommended that lake water should be substituted for river water 
in the supply of London. If the presence of “ living and moving organisms # 
to be made a test of the fitness of water for domestic use, then it may be well 
consider what a great authority, Ehrenberg, says on this subject :— 

“The rapid and mysterious transition of colour which is observable on lakes, 
and which has often created alarm in the timid minds of the superstitiow 
inhabitants of their borders, the microscope has shown to arise from 
changes in the condition of infusoria. Thusa lake of clear transparent walet 
will assume a green colour in the course of a day, nay more, it will becom 
coloured and turbid in the middle of the day, where the sun brings these creatures 
to the surface and rapidly develops them or causes their dead bodies to coos 
whilst in the. morning and evening it will again be clear.” (‘‘ History 
Infusoria, Living and Fossil,” translated by Pritehard, p. 11,) 

As to their diffusion, the same authority tells us, p. 2:— a 

“In the clearest waters, and also in the turbid, strongly acid and salt fluids 
the various zones of the earth : in springs, rivers, lakes, and seas ; in inter 
moisture of plants and living bodies, and probably at times carried about in the 
dust and vapour of whole ai re of the earth, exists a world, part 
common senses of mankind unperceived, of very minute living beings 
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They are 
moving bodies from the 1150th to the 25,000th part of an inch in diameter.” 
He also says, ‘‘ All the observations that can be depended upon tend to show 
that infusions of vegetable or animal matters, whether natural or artificial, only 
offer food for the nourishment of these living atoms, whose germs are almost 
everywhere isonaly but are only developed in solutions congenial to their 

t e ” 

Ehrenberg for many years has experimented with simple spring water, with 
distilled and rain water, and these both boiled and cold, as also with and without 
vegetable matter; in open vessels, after a longer or shorter time, depending on 
temperature and other circumstances, he invariably found the infusoria, while 
in closed vessels they were rarely to be met with. (p. 24.) 

These statements are fully corroborated by the researches of Dr. Carpenter, 
Rymer Jones, and other competent authorities, — 

Considering the facts here adduced, it is desirable that future scientific re- 

on the quality of the water supplied to London should not contain these 
alarming statements of the presence of “‘living and moving organisms’’ in 
turbid and muddy samples, or it should be fairly stated that they are just as 
likely to be found in turbid water taken from any lake, river, or spring. The 
latter fact is suppressed, and thus it is made to appear to the public, that the 

ce of “organisms”’ in Thames river water is a proof of its unwholesome- 
ness, and that it is an exceptional impurity as contrasted with other waters, 

There can be no doubt, as Major Bolton observes, that these published 
official reports are far more alarming when cursorily examined then when closely 
inspected. (p. 14). I quite agree in this opinion ; and I believe that I under- 
state the case when I say, that for one person who closely inspects such reports, 
there are ninety-nine who cursorily examine them. The great majority of 
readers, who are unacquainted with the microscope or with chemistry, are liable 
to be misled. 

The Major also properly points out the confusion likely to arise from the com- 
parison of the amount of organic matter in water, and the oryanic elements in 
sewage, which are in fact identical with those of most of the solids used as food. 


As 2 the influence of these animalcules in water on health, Major Bolton 
deduces from the statistics of the parish of St. Mary’s, Newington, that over a 

riod of five years, the highest death-rate appeared in that year in which * the 

ving and moving organisms were mot found in the water’ (p. 13), and yet 
their presence in the water was made, by the vestry of the parish, the basis of 
a complaint of its being unfit for domestic use. 

Aurrep §, Taytor, M.D., F.R. 8. 
15, St. James’s Terrace, Regent's Park, 
March 11, 1872. 





Da. WHITMORE’S REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE WATER SUPPLIED IN 
Sr, MARYLEBONE, IN FesRuary, 1872:— 























Total Solid Matterinde-|* Loss by Incineration of 
grees or grains per Solid Matterin pre- Am- 
Fesrvary, 1872 Imperial gallon. vious column. monia, 
- ° 
e |- _ satan 
Feb., 1871. | Feb., 1872. | Feb., 1871. | Feb., 1872. 
Distilled Water . . oe 0° | 0° 0° 
+West Middlesex water .| 20°14 20°40 | 0-90 0°85 “000 
Grand Junction water. . 20°47 19°62 | 0°98 0°92 “001 














* The loss by incineration represents*the amount of organic and other volatile 
matters contained in an Imperial gallon (70,000 grains) of water. 

+ The water of the West Middlesex Company was throughout the month perfectly 
clear and nearly colourless ; the water of the Grand Junction Company was occasionally 
slightly turbid. 


Dr. WoiTMoRE's REPORT ON THE QUALITY OF THE GASSUPPLIEDIN St. 
ManyLEBoNg, IN Fesruary, 1872:— 
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Chartered Company’s cannel gas 33°50) 24°30 matheg waned irdeen nadie 0°66 |None, 








Mean of daily readings of barometer. . . . 29°67 
9 thermometer. . . 55°33 


” ” 
* Each ebservation consists of 10 readings of the photometer, at intervalsofone minute. 


During the month the mean illuminatin f i 
g power of the Imperial gas was equal 
re light of very nearly 17 sperm pon? hg and ranged between 16°60 and 
in 30 candles. This was unusually high. The quantity of sulphur contained 
it was still large, amounting to upwards of a mean of 35 grains, whilst the 
— did not amount to more than the third of a grain. The mean light of 
an Cnattored Venn gey Seommon gas was also high, it exceeded 16} candles, 
in “a between 15°50 and 17°30 candles. The mean quantity of sulphur 
is 4 was also large, amounting to 33} grains, whilst the ammonia 
oo to about three-quarters of a grain. The mean light of the cannel gas 
bl bey to rather more than 23} candles, and ranged between 22°50 and 
a .The mean amount of sulphur found in this gas was less than in 
le other two ; it was not quite 27 grains. The quantity of ammonia in it was 
more than half a grain. On no occasion did the ordinary tests detect the 
Presence of sulphuretted hydrogen in either of the three gases, whilst as regards 
ee the exception of the day and early evening pressure of the 
gas, of which complaints have been made to me—it was generally 
vet desing’ Ihave again to express my regret that the gas referees have not 
upon what shall be the maximum quantity of sulphur allowable in 
veri in and what shall be the legal and authorized process of testing it. By the 
Perfect modes of analysis at present employed, it is obvious that a much 
mes quantity of this impurity is always present in gas than there ought to be, 
bey now dilate upon its injurious effects upon the health of those 
The wf are compelled for many consecutive hours every night to breathe 
Compan above results were obtained from the gas manufactured by the Imperial 
tne ten: at their Fulham works, and from the Chartered Company 8 gas 
< ured at their works, Horseferry Road, Westminster, 
pee THAM. = Gas Company.—The annual meeting of the shareholders of this 
£10b—-the held on the 29th ult. The accounts for the past year showed that 
had been paid et the debt remaining due on the loan for the new works— 

) and @ dividend at the rate of 5 per cent, was declared, 





Etx Gas Company.—The general _half-yearly meeting of this company 
was held on Tuesday, March 5—W. Neal, . in the chair, The balance- 
sheet laid before the meeting was very satisfactory ; a dividend of 7 per cent. 
was declared, leaving a balance of upwards of £100. 

Warrineton Gas Company.—The directors of this company have, without 
solicitation, very liberally made an advance of almost 10 per cent. on the work- 
men’s wages, and have at the same time shortened their hours of labour b 
giving them the Saturday afternoon holiday, This is not the first time an ad- 
pire haa been given on some of the workmen’s wage within the last twelve 
months, 

KirkcaLpy Gas~icut Company.—At a special meeting of this company, 
-held on Wednesday, the 28th ult., it was resolved, on the recommendation of the 
directors, to proceed with the erection of a new gasometer and brick tank in 
Path Head, at a cost of upwards of £3000. To meet this expenditure, it was 
agreed to create 200 new shares, and to grant borrowin wers. The contrac- 
tors for the erection of the gasometer are Mr. Kennet ‘Kenzie, Gallatown, 
and Messrs. Bickett and Co,, Paisley. The ceremony of breaking the ground 
was — on the 12th by Mr. D. Nelson, chairman of the company, Mr. 
W. R. Spears, secretary and treasurer, and Mr. Macpherson, manager of the 
works, each filling a barrow with earth for the site. At the close of the cere- 
mony a public dinner took place in the Town-Hall, at which Provost Swan, 
Kirkcaldy, presided. 

BRIGHTON anp Hove Generar Gas Company.—A meeting of this company 
was held on Friday, March 8—W. Liddiard, Esq., presiding. The following 
report was received and adopted unanimously :—* The directors have great sa- 
tisfaction in placing before you the audited statement of the accounts of the 
company for the half year ending December 31, 1871. From the profits avail- 
able for division the directors recommend you to declare dividends—Upon the 
original shares at the rate of 10 per cent, per annum; upon the “ A” shares 
at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum; upon the ‘‘B” shares at the rate of 6 
per cent, per annum, all free of income-tax, and to be due and payable on the 
9th inst. The directors have much pleasure in reporting that, in October last, 
the manufacture of gas was successfully transferred from the company’s old 
works at Hove to their new works at Portslade. The new works which were 
necessarily at that time in an unfinished state, are rapidly a proaching comple- 
tion, and there is every reason to believe that all the advantages expected 
from them will be fully realized. The directors greatly regret to announce the 
recent decease of their friend and colleague, Mr. John Graham, the chairman of 
the company. He was the original founder of the company, and its success is 
in a great measure due to the earnest and unvarying interest taken by him in 
its progress, from its commencement in the year 1825 to the present time.” 

Pertu Gas ComMIssion.—A discussion took place at the meeting on the 
13th inst., on a motion brought forward by Mr. Moir, to the effect that the 
carrying out of the iron work of Mr. Whimster’s plans for the alterations of the 
gas-works be delayed ; and an amendment by Bailie Jamieson that the work be 
proceeded with, and that the offer of Messrs. Henry Balfour and Son, Leven, to 
execute the work for £6550, be accepted. A vote was ultimately taken, with 
the following result :—For the motion 3, for the amendment 17. The amend- 
ment was accordingly declared carried. An offer of about £420, made by Mr. 
Caw, Glasgow, for the old gas-tanks, was accepted. 

Gas Exriosion at Leamrneton.—On Monday, March 18, an alarming 
gas explosion occurred at the shop of Mr, Inns, tailor, Parade. Two gasfitters, 
John Wilton and Morris Nichols, were laying on a new 2-inch service-pipe in 
the cellar. Wilton was fitting on a stop-tap, but the pressure of forced it 
off the parviee ee. A large body of gas rushed from the main, and was ignited 
by a candle which Nichols was holding. A loud explosion followed, and both 
men were severely burnt about the face. The explosion set fire to the shop floor, 
but the flames were extinguished before the premises sustained much damage. 


Gas Expiosion at HecKMONDWIKE Station.—During the forenoon of Sa- 
turday, the 2nd inst., a gas explosion took place at the station, An escape of 
gas was discovered in the underdrawing of the ladies waiting-room, and the ser- 
vices of the company’s plumber being required, he sent a youth of the name of 
Gomersal, who was an apprentice to the business, and he by the aid of a light 
endeavoured to find out the escape, when suddenly the gas ignited, a report of 
which was heard at no small distance. Luckily no one was near at the time 
excepting the youth Gomersal. The explosion destroyed a large number of 
panes out of the windows, and also the plastering work and a part of the under- 
drawing was blown down. The large door was blown down from its hinges, 
and was thrown on the platform, and the boy Gomersal was severely burnt 
about the hands and face. 

Fata AcciDENT AT THE PatstEY Gas-works,—A labourer, named William 
Jackson, was suffocated at the gas-works, in the afternoon of the 4th inst. He 
was seen alive by another labourer, about 20 minutes to four o’clock, employed 
boring a hole in a gas purifier, and shortly afterwards he found him lying be- 
side the purifier in an unconscious condition, and a strong stream of gas issuing 
from the aperture he had bored, He was instantly removed out of further 
danger, and Dr. Taylor sent for, but he could render no assistance. 
had been warned of the danger he was in, and told to give notice when the 
metal was nearly bored through, so that the gas might be turned off. He was 
about 44 years of age, and a widower. 

DAWLISH—ALLEGED NUISANCE OF THE Gas Company.—At the meeting of 
the local board on the 7th inst., the Surveyor reported that he had seen the 
gas company authorities respecting the nuisance arising from the ammoniacal 
water passing into the main sewer. He suggested to the secretary that the 
company should prevent the water running into the sewer by plugging the 
end of the pipe, and this plan having been adopted, the nuisance had been 
abated, and complaints had ceased. The directors of the company, however, 
still wished for the permission of the board for one more trial—that was, they 
desired to collect the water at their works and pass it off through the sewer 
about once a fortnight, at spring tides, a plan which had been prong, 
adopted at otber places; if they found this was not successful here they woul 
fall back on his suggestion. The clerk said the board could not give their 
consent to what was asked, andif the company did anything, they took the 
responsibility on their own shoulders. In answer to a question, the surveyor 
said the smell that had been complained of undoubtedly proceeded from the 

as water. If the company carried it out at high water, as they wanted to, he 

id not believe the nuisance would be got rid of ; therefore, he thought the com- 
pany might be allowed the one trial they asked for, and then the directors 
would see that the nuisance would still exist. It was decided that the board 
could not give their consent, and the matter then eovaper. 

UNLAWFULLY Consumine Gas at RocnesTEeR. — At the Police-Court, on 
Thursday, March 14, John Boura, coffee-house keeper, High Street, was charged 
with having unlawfully consumed, on his premises, a geiy of gas belong- 
ing to the Rochester and Chatham Gas Company. Mr. Winch appeared in sup- 
port of the charge. Mr. C. Bird, an outdoor foreman employed by the 
company, said the gas was disconnected from the defendant’s premises in the 
month of February of last year, and the defendant had not since been supplied 
by the company because he was in arrear with his payments for the gas con- 
sumed. From something which had occurred the witness visited defendant's 

remises on the 4th inst., and saw defendant’s wife, who stated that her hus- 
Band was from home. The witness called —_ twice after, and on the third 
occasion found the defendant at home. On the application of the witness, de- 
fendant allowed him to go to down into the cellar to examine the meter, when 
he found the cap properly on the main, as it should have i an tery the supply- 
gles. te the hone three feet away. The witness asked defendant if he manu- 
tured gas on the premises, to which he replied, “Certainly not,’ The wit- 
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ness afterwards tried a burner in the coffee-room, and found that the gas burnt 
for a few seconds, which could not possibly have been the case if the supply 
had been cut off a year before, as gas when shut off decomposed in the pipes, 
and would not burn after a period of 48 hours. Frederick Corris, gas-meter 
maker, stated that in accordance with instructions he went to the defendant’s 
house on the 28th ult., and was supplied with some refreshments in the back 
coffee-room. The witness stayed there three-quarters of an hour, and noticed 
the gas burning all the time. During his stay the witness complained to the 
landlady that the gas was dull, on which she went away and in a few minutes 
the gas was much brighter, and the witness sat and read by it. Mr. Syms, 
manager to the gas company, said there was no other gas company in the neigh- 
bourhood, and no notice had been received by the company to recommence 
supplying defendant with gas. Defendant, in answer to the charge, denied 
that he had burnt gas, and called several witnesses, among whom were Inspector 
Smith, and Police-sergeant Froud, all of whom stated that they had fre- 
quently been in the defendant’s house at night and never saw any gas burning 
there. Mr. Guise said the evidence of the defendant’s witnesses was generally 
of a negative character, and did not meet the positive statement of the witness 
Corris, who had sworn to having seen the gas consumed on the premises. The 
defendant would pay a fine of £3, and £1 16s, costs, or one month’s imprison- 
ment. 

KILMARNOCK.—PURCHASE OF THE Gas-Works.—At the meeting of the 
Town Council of Kilmarnock, on the 6th instant,'the provost stated that the com- 
mittee on the gas purchase had been endeavouring to procure money, and in 
doing so had given an opportunity to the shareholders of the gas company to 
lend a portion of it. They had been successful in getting from that source 
nearly £15,000, and they were on terms with an insurance company to procure 
from them the balance. The committee found it impossible to get money fora 
less rate of interest than 4} per cent. On the motion of Bailie Simpson, the 
committee were instructed to complete the matter at a rate not exceeding 44 

r cent. 

Per ECKMONDWIKx.—PROPOSED PuRCHASE OF THE GAS-Works.—At the meet- 
ing of the Local Board of Health, on Monday, the 11th instant, Mr. Leadbeater 
proposed a motion to purchase the gas-works of which he had previously given 
notice. He assigned several reasons for so doing, first, because it was the wish 
of the great body of the ratepayers of Heckmondwike that the gas plant should 
become the property of the board; second, that all public works of that nature 
ought to be the property of the town; third, that in a short time they would 
have to apply to Government for powers to borrow money for the purpose of 
paving and raining the district; also for the purpose of purchasing Batley’s 
interest in the water-works, and for enlarging and improving their own; and if 
the transfer of the gas plant required any parliamentary work, they could do it 
at one and the same time. By taking that course they would save a con- 
siderable amount of money, which would have to be expended if they deferred it 
to some other time. The last reason was, that if they neglected the present oppor- 
tunity they might never have one so favourable for the interests of the town- 
ship. He therefore moved—“ That it is desirable and expedient for this board 
to purchase, on behalf of the town, the works and plant of the Heckmondwike 
Gas Company, and that this board do, with all convenient speed, enter into the 
necessary negotiations with the gas company for effecting and carrying out the 
said purchase.” Mr, William Archer seconded the resolution, and, after some 
discussion on the subject, it was carried unanimously. 

Boarp oF TRADE Inquiry at OssETt.—The capital of the Ossett and Hor- 
bury Gaslight Company (£12,000) being exhausted, application was made to the 
Board of e for a provisional order to borrow £38,700 additional capital. In 
January the Ossett Local Board memorialized the Board of Trade against the 
increase of capital, one ground being that the board desired to purchase the 
plant and undertaking of the company on behalf of the ratepayers. The Board 
of Trade directed Col. Hutchinson, R.E., to hold an inquiry at Ossett. Wit- 
nesses were examined to show that it was necessary the company should have an 
increase of capital, and that the sum applied for was not excessive, ‘The oppo- 
nents pallet several witnesses to show that the Boards of Ossett and Horbury 
had conjointly offered to purchase the undertaking of the company at the price 
of £11 be. per share (£5 original shares) ; that Horbury desired to have separate 
works ; that the works situate at Ossett are not at a proper level for supplying 
Horbury; that the supply was deficient and defective in quality, and that if 
Horbury were allowed to have separate works the present works would be 
adequate for Ossett, and, consequently, the increase of capital would not be 
required. The inquiry lasted five hours, and at its close Col. Hutchinson stated 
that he snould give the evidence his careful consideration in the report it would 
be his duty to make to the Board of Trade. 

Warwick Water Suppiy.—The proposal of the Board of Health to obtain 
a supply of water from the ae rook has produced a feeling of anxiety 
among the inhabitants of Kenilworth—who are dependent on the same source— 
as to the ultimate effect on the supply to that parish. On Friday, the 8th 
instant, the principal inhabitants met in vestry, and thoroughly discussed the 
subject. Some of the speakers were apprehensive that Kenilworth would be 

laced at a disadvantage by the action of the authorities at Warwick, and pro- 

bly would suffer from a eye of water in dry seasons. Mr, A. 8S. Field, of 
Leamington, who attended on behalf of Lord Leigh, expressed the opinion of his 
lordship that there was no ground for alarm, as Warwick would be mainly 
supplied from reservoirs in which the surplus water of wet seasons would be 
stored for future use. The meeting was eventually adjourned, and a committee 
appointed to confer with the board at Warwick, and report the result. 
uLL Watrr-Works ComMMITTEE.— A special meeting was held on the 
21st instant, for the purpose of further considering the scheme for supplying the 
town with water direct from Springhead. Alderman Chapman sonnes. The 
engineer presented the following report pursuant to the council’s last resolution: — 
“ Phave to report on the 26th ult. I presented a plan and report on the scheme 
of 1868, which was duly cousidered by your committee, and I now again present 
such a plan and report. The resolution not including the reservoir named in the 
former report, the total estimated cost will be £17,160, instead of £21,160. 
The removal of the Thompson engine also would most assuredly destroy the 
remet means of supplying the town with water. The two small engines would 
totally inadequate to give even low pressure to the town ; I must therefore 
report that such scheme is impracticable.” Mr. Williams said he should take 
steps to call an early meeting of the council, at which meeting he should 
Propose, ** That the engineer advertise for tenders for erecting at Springhead a 
ornish engine of 320 horse-power, as per plans in his possession, with all neces- 
sary pump-work, loaded valves, &c., to keep up the pressure in the main for 
delivering water direct to the consumers. The connexion with the town mains 
to be made at Cemetery Gates. Also to erect an engine-house, so that a second 
engine may be added in case of need ; and all previous resolutions to the con- 
trary to be roscinded.”” He estimated the total cost at £19,300. After a long 
discussion, the town-clerk suggested that they should reject or adopt the 
engineer's report, and present it to the council, unless they were prepared to 
take upon themselves the responsibility of passing some resolution recom- 
mending a particular scheme. As it appeared to him, they were at a deadlock ; 
on the one hand they were ordered to do something, and on the other hand the 
engineer reported it to be impracticable. On the motion of the chairman it was 
resolved that the report be entered on the minutes. The chairman then moved 
a resolution similar to Mr. Willows’s proposition, except that the council were 
recommended to authorize the erection of a new horse-power engine. 
Mr. Waller seconded the motion, which was carried. 

EprvsurcH AnD Districr. Water Trust.—A racial meeting of the Edin- 

burgh and District Water Trustees was held on Friday, March 16, the Lord 


’ although he 








Provost presiding. Mr. Mackenzie proposed the following motion :—“ That ; 
be remitted—1. To Mr. Hawksley 3 report on the unexhausted yeunenlegta 
the Glencorse Valley, and on the amount of good and wholesome water which 
may be derived from that source, and at what expense, including the n 
conduits and piping; and, further, to consider and report on the capacities of 
the Pentland range as a source of water supply, its yield, and the expense— 
keeping fully in view all probable claims of compensation, and also the fact that 
the existing mains cannot carry much more water than the quantity discharged 
through them at present. 2. Also to Mr. Hawksley and Mr. Leslie, to examing 
and report on what is generally called the Moorfoot scheme; on the cost (in- 
cluding full compensation) of taking a larger or smaller quantity of water, and 
of the relative advantages and expense of bringing the water from this soureg 
to Edinburgh direct, or of supplying Leith, Portobello, Musselburgh, and Dal. 
keith, as a separate scheme. 3. That it be remitted to the Law Committee ang 
the agent to prepare a report on the exact position of the Water Trust as regards 
claims of compensation for abstracting additional water from the Glencorse Val. 
ye with power to take opinion of counsel. 4. That it be remitted to the 

orks Committee to consider and report on the possibility of redeeming or get. 
ting rid of the obligation to give 240 feet of water a minute to the Glencorgs 
Burn.” Mr. Mansfield seconded the motion. Mr. Forsyth, Leith, moved the 
previous question. Provost Watt seconded the amendment. On a division, 13 
voted for the motion, and 8 for the amendment. The motion was thereupon 
declared carried. Mr. Mackenzie then moved that it be a condition of the em. 
1 ad of the engineers that the complete expenses be limited to £600. Mr, 

ethven seconded the motion, which was agreed to. Mr. Mackenzie afterwards 
moved that it be remitted to Mr. Ayres and Mr. Hawksley to prepare a full and 
detailed report on the question of preventible waste, and on the subject of re. 
distribution. Mr. Mansfield seconded the motion. Mr. Wilson moved as an 
amendment that they take no action until Mr. Leslie presented his report, 
Provost Watt seconded the motion. After some discussion the amendment wag 
carried. The following motion by Bailie Miller was approved of :—“ That it be 
remitted to the Works Committee to procure a report from Mr. Leslie as to the 
best mode of applying the recommendations contained in his report on Bailie 
Miller’s motion, to houses already supplied with water.” 

Emxkcatpy Water Commission.—The monthly meeting of the commis. 
sioners was held on the 11th instant—Provost Swan in the chair. A letter 
from Mr. Dale, Townsend Foundry, was read, stating that he would not accept 
of the 250,000 gallons of water offered by the commissioners, he holding that 
300,000 per quarter was a fair compensation for the water he was about to lose 
from the Dunnikier supply, for which he had a contract with Mr. Oswald, 
Mr. Douglas moved that 300,000 gallons be supplied to Mr. Dale, which was 
seconded by Mr. T, M‘Hardy. An amendment, moved by Mr. Aytoun and 
seconded by Mr. R. B. Heggie, that the commissioners adhere to their former 
offer, was lost by a majority of 4. Mr. Johnston’s report for the month was 
read, showing that several repairs on the pipes, &c., has been executed, The 
waterman’s report stated that the rainfall for February is 6°49; last year it was 
7°32. It was remitted to Mr. Sang, C.E., to ascertain the value of the supply of 
water named the Doghead Water. It was agreed to advertise the Dunnikier 
Water- Works for sale by public roup in May. Mr. Lockhart made a suggestion 
that the Finance Committee look into the table of rates and charges, and if they 
should see it to be advisable to make any alteration, to bring the matter up ats 
future meeting. Mr. Heggie said the rates were ‘‘ inconsistent in themselves, 
repugnant tothe Act of Parliament, and unjust ;” and that a separate com- 
mittee should be appointed to revise them. Ultimately, Mr. Lockhart’s sugges. 
tion was agreed to. 

THE INTERDICT AGAINST THE EDINBURGH WaTER TrusTEEs.—In July last 
a note of suspension, at the instance of Mr. Charles Cowan and others, against 
the Edinburgh and District Water Trustees, was lodged in the Court of Session, 
to interdict the trustees from levying rates to meet the expenses incurred in 
Parliament in the endeavour to get a bill to bring in a supply of water from St 
Mary’s Loch. In December last Lord Gifford pronounced an interlocutor interdiet- 
ing the respondents from levying rates—his lordship holding that the statutesdid 
not, by any express provision, authorize the trustees either to bring in water 
from new sources of supply, or to make application to Parliament for powers to 
do so. The trustees reclaimed, and on the 8th inst. the Lord Ordinary’s decision 
was confirmed by the Inner House of the Court of Session. The Lord President 
held that all parties going to Parliament to get an Act to constitute a trust for 
the first time to supply a town with water incurred the risk of paying the costs 
if unsuccessful in their application, and for this reason parties should be careful 
in going to Parliament to disarm all opposition, and only ask for a scheme such 
as Parliament was likely to sanction. Lords Kinloch and Ardmillan concurred, 
and Lord Deas dissented from the decision, and stated that in his view of the 
case, according to a fair and reasonable construction of the Act of Parliament, 
looked at in the circumstances in which it was passed, it appeared to have been 
contemplated that additional water was necessary, and was to be brought in. 
He was of opinion that the trustees, more particularly looking to their position 
as public trustees, were entitled to go to Parliament for those compulsory powers 
without which they could not carry into effect the contemplated purpose ¢ 
bringing in more water; and that, if they did that in good faith, they were @- 
titled to lay the expenses of the application to Parliament upon the rates, 
whether they succeeded or not. 

Tue Monicrpau Corporations (BoRouGH-FuNDs) BILL AND THE CORPO 
RATION OF EDINBURGH.—At the meeting of the Town Council of Edinburgh 
on Tuesday, March 12, Bailie Marshall moved that the council petition 
Parliament in favour of Mr, Leeman’s bill, ‘‘to authorize the applionten’ 
funds of municipal corporations and other governing bodies in England and 
Wales, in certain cases,” and remit to the Lord Provost’s Committee to take 
such further action in the matter as they might think it necessary. Mr. Colston 
seconded the motion. Mr. Mackinzie moved as an amendment: “ That the 
council is of opinion that it is desirable some general’ principle should be laid 
down, on which the present case of suspension and interdict against the old 
Water Trustees ought to be settled, and, with that view, resolve that it is 
and equitable that the expenses incurred in the promotion of the abortive Water 
Bill of 1871 to the extent of £10,000, but no further, should be charged ups 
the rates, and the remainder provided for in some other way, by such of the 
promoters of the measure as may be liable therefor ; and, upon the understané, 
ing that this basis of settlement is to be accepted, agree to petition in favour 
the bill of Mr. Leeman, and remit to the Lord Provost’s Committee, to 
such action in the matter as they may consider necessary. Bailie Howden # 
conded the amendment, which, after some discussion, was put and carried. . 

Tue Braprorp Gas CoNSUMERS AND THE CoRPORATION.—An impressidl 
has got abroad that since the gas-works came into the hands of the a 
consumers bills are considerably heavier. At the inauguration of the = 
Liberal Club, on the 9th inst., one of the speakers, Mr. R. Garforth, to 
the advantage the clubs conferred on the ratepayers, said that the — ‘. 

of the Manningham Club had taken up the gas question. They intendee 
agitate the matter, and, if necessary, to hold a public meeting to protest 9g 
the action of the corporation in increasing the amount of gas bills. The 
were taken away, something was done to them, and the result was when 
were brought back that the next gas account was heavier. It was know? 
by altering a wheel a machine goes faster. One ee man who had beer 19, 
tomed to pay 6s. for half a year’s gas, had, in the last half year, to Pains 

not burned the gas an hour longer. Such a serious charge 
the corporation is answered in this way. The meters are certainly being ot 
The time has gone by within which all meters should have been cond 
the gas-meter inspector. Any person using a meter which is not stampe? 
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i is liable to a penalty for using it, and to a daily recurring penalty. 
corporation, knowing that the substitution of new motets must sds 
be 2 work of time, have taken no proceedings against persons so using un- 
stamped meters. They are, however, replacing the old meters with new ones as 
fast a8 the work can be done, and are not making any charge to the consumers 
for this expensive process. If it be a fact in any case that a gas bill is heavier 
than in the auuupenting period of some previous year, it can only arise from 
more gas having been consumed, or from the registration of the meter being 
incorrect. The new meters are all tested by the Government standard. The 
charge for gas is only 3s. nd 1000 feet, the lowest charge, we are informed, 
made by any town in England. The idea that the corporation have authorized 
any of their servants to tamper with the meters is simply absurd on the face of 
it, This explanation will probably satisfy consumers that the corporation is 
dealing liberally rather than illiberally with their customers—the ratepayers— 
who own the works which the corporation simply manages for their advantage. 
—Bradford Observer. : 
MancHesTeR District Association oF GAs Enorngeers.—At the ninth 
quarterly meeting of this association held on the 2nd inst., the following report 
was presented :—“ The committee, in presenting their second annual report to 
themembers, have pleasure in stating that the operations of the association 
during the past year have been of an entirely successful character. During the 
year four general meetings have been held. At the August meeting a 
Leere on ‘Some Points in the Chemistry ot Coal Gas’ was delivered by Dr. 
Odling, F.R.S., to a large audience of members and friends, in the Royal Insti- 
tutions, Manchester. At the other meetings the following papers were read, and 
dicited very instructive and interesting discussions on ‘The best Form of Carbo- 
nizing Accounts,’ by Mr. Longworth Dukinfield; on ‘The Registration of Gas- 
,” by Mr. Wood Bury; on ‘Interior Gas-Fitting at the Present Time,’ by 
Mr. Longworth Dukinfield. Your committee, in this report, beg gratefully to 
acknowledge the kindness of Dr. Cains in favouring the association with his 
valuable lecture, and also hereby thank those members who have contributed 
s during the past year. Arrangements will be made for the delivery of 
the annual lecture at our ensuing May or August meeting. — The 
association now numbers 40 members, all of whom are bond fide 
ineers or managers of gas-works. A copy of the statement 
of accounts has been forwarded to each member, and from thence 
it will be seen that the balance in favour of the association, after 
payment of every known liability, is £10 9s. 6d. At this meeting, the 
sident, treasurer, secretary, and two members of the committee, Messrs. 
lacques and Smith, retire from their respective offices by rotation and lapse of 
time, and the elections will be made at this meeting, in accordance with the 
rules appertaining thereto. In conclusion, the committee beg to thank the 
members for their hearty desire and co-operation in the furtherance of the 
object of our association, and the committee hereby assure the members that 
no endeavour shall be spared to maintain the present satisfactory position of 
the Manchester District Association of Gas Engineers.” The following are the 
officers for 1872:—President—Mr. Jas. Jacques, Stockport. Treasurer—Mr. H. 
Veevers, Bolton. Hon. Sec.—Mr. W. Longworth, Dukinfield. Committee— 
Messrs. Joseph Wood, Bury; Isaac Kelsall, Ashton-under-Lyne; John Burgess, 
Huddersfield; John Cockcroft, Littleborough ; Henry Lyon, Manchester; and 
John Booth, Staleybridge. Auditors—Messrs. James Baddock, Droylsden, and 
David Clark, Glossop. 

KyigHtHoop or Mr. JoserH Cowsn, M.P.—At the levée last week, Mr. 
Joseph Cowen, M.P., of Stella Hall, Blaydon-on-Tyne, was presented to Her 
Majesty, and received the honour of knighthood. Sir Joseph is an extensive 

wner, and for the last 16 years has been chairman of the Tyne Improve- 
ment Commission, of which he is a life member. He is member of Parliament 
for Newcastle-on-Tyne, an alderman of that borough, a magistrate of the 
eounty of Durham, and was for many: years chairman of the Gateshead Board of 
jians, 

Tas Usr or Perrotevm 1n LicuTHovses.—Some further correspondence 
between the lighthouse authorities and the Board of Trade has been published, 
relative to proposals to substitute mineral oils for colza in lighthouses. It is 

for us to notice the rival lamps proposed for the consumption of the 

former, respecting which a good deal of unpleasant feeling is exhibited in the 
ndence, Both, however, it is clear, admirably fulfil their purpose, and 

the adoption of either would effect a very large saving in the cost of our light- 
houses, with the additional advantage of a more uniform light. According to 
Mr. Douglass, the experiments made at the Trinity House, the cost of the light 
paraffin oil is 72°7 per cent. less when produced by the Argand or single- 
Wick lamp, and 60°5 per cent. less when produced by the four-wick lamp, than 
colza oil. The lamps with paraffin oil give a more uniform light throughout 
the night without trimming, are more readily ignited, burn with greater cer- 
, and require less attention than lamps consuming colza. The paraffin can 
arranged for increasing the light when the weather requires it. These 
iatements are perfectly in accordance with those made by Dr. Macadam, who 
‘perimented with the Doty lamp, who gives an interesting table, in which the 
me light derived from one gallon of the respective oils is expressed in pounds 

‘sperm, 


Paraffin. Colza. 
Ist order 4-wick lamp . . . 22°77 lbs. .. 21°56 Ibs. 
. Pe oceans 26°46 , 19°21 ,, 
3rd 4, 2 pa oe ee Bit ‘ne OO 

27°15 ,, 14°57 


> ” ” . . . . o* ” 

Be tiv) lamps we have alluded to were referred to Dr. Tyndall to decide on 
But merits, and his report claims a slight preference for that of Captain Doty. 
While acknowledging the merits of paraffin, Dr. Tyndall calls the particular 
Mtention of the Board of Trade to the advantages of the use of gas in light- 
hepees Gas,” he says, “ has been successfully applied in certain lighthouses 
Trelan d, and I think any practical mariner must see that the special handi- 
ness with which gas lends itself to the purposes of a signal-light is a very 
point in its favour. Until we know what gas can do, it would be unwise 
© & sweeping alteration im favour of paraffin. Paraffin may, and pro- 
the will, be proved cheaper than gas ; but cheapness 1s only one element of 
blem. If it can be shown thet a gaslight, owing to its demonstrable 
ty,.can give the mariner more definite warning, and more certain 
glace, then it becomes a question whether these advantages might not be 
y purchased by a little additional outlay. The Elder Brethren are pre- 
age ere = De 7 _ prerer oes and, until oe is ended, no con- 

Onini D c e in our system ighti i 
Aabe Dade! 4 ystem of lighting, ought, in my 


Begister of Aetw Patents. 
¥ APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 
Th —Orars Avery, of Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania, U.S.A., now of Little 
a Street, Islington, in the co. of Middlesex, engineer, for “* Improvements 
ne pd sleani-engines ieee” March 8, 1872. 
az ewe Hoxpen, of 6, r Quay, in the city of Dablin, eens, for 
‘ ‘or use as pavemen 
es LEAN RAY, ‘of Highwood House, Hendon, in the co. of Middlesex, 


in rotary and pumps.’’ March 8, 1872, 
™—Joux PEEDERICE Cooke Siscomak, of 24, Long Psy in the co. of 
“2 ‘ Improvements in lighthouse and other lamps.” March 9, 








UW geniloman, for « Improvemente in the purification of coal pas.” March, 1872. 

eman, for “ Improvements in ¢ J lon 0 ‘' 5 . 

735—CHARLES WEIGHTMAN ~ and ALFRED ft Harrison, 
both of, Brooke Street, Holborn, in the co. of Middlesex, gentlemen, for ‘* Jm- 
provements in apparatus for heating and cooking by gas.’ March 9, 1872. 

738.—Gr0RGE WILLIAM ees of 79, Great Tower Street, in the City of 
London, analytical chemist, and Jonw Wri.i1amson, of 25, Warren Street, 
Stockport, in the co, of Chester, pattern maker, for “Improved mechanism 
applicable to dry closets and commodes.”” March 11, 1872. 

742,—JoHN BatLEy Denton, of Whitehall Place, in the co. of Middlesex, civil 

oie and Rogers Fretp, of Cannon Row, Westminster, in the co. of 

Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in the method of r ting in- 

termittent filtration of sewage and irrigation, and in apparatus for that pur- 

pose.” March 11, 1872. 

776.—JoHN SOMERVILLE, of the gas-works in the city of Dublin, gas engineer, 
for “‘ Improvements in gas-retort lids and mouthpieces, and machinery for 
luting the same.’’ March 14, 1872. 

778.—WitL1aM GeorcE James, of 4, Storey’s Gate, Westminster, engineer, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in the construction a. for drains.’’ March 14, 1872. 

783.—WiLi1aM Ropert Lakes, of the of Haseltine, Lake, and Co., of 
Southampton Buildings, London, patent agents, for “dn improved electric 
= 4 lighting gas.’” A communication. (Complete specification.) March 

4, ; 

811.—Henry Purituirs, of Heavitree, Exeter, in the co. of Devon, for ‘‘Jm- 
provements in dry closets.’ March 18, 1872. 

816.—CHARLEs JosePH TEMPLE, of New Cross, in the co. of Surrey, and 
Rosert Skirrow DAntsr, of Holloway Road, in the co. of Middlesex, for 
‘An improved union-joint or coupling for hose and other pipes.’’ A commu- 
nication. March 18, 1872. 

819.—GrorcE Pasuuezy, of Sheffield, in the co. of York, for ‘‘A new or im- 
proved valve for hydraulic and other purposes.’ March 19, 1872. 

825.—Joun CoPELAND, of the city of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, engi- 
neer, for ‘“‘An improved valve to be used for regulating and stopping the 
supply of steam, water, air, gas, or other fluids.”” March 19, 1872. 

849.—Henry Youne Darracotr Scort, of Ealing, in the co. of Middlesex, 
major-general, C.B., for ‘‘ Improvements in the treatment of sewage water.’ 
March 20, 1872. 

859.—Joun Hopxinson the elder and Joun Horxrnson the younger, both of 
Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, engineers, for ‘‘ Improvements in the 
construction of street-lamps.’’ March 21, 1872. 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 

616.—Victor Bastion, of 40, Rue du Roi-de-Sicile, Paris, France, for ‘* Jm- 
provements in apparatus for measuring the delivery of gaseous, fluid, or other 
currents.”’ Feb, 28, 1872 

618.—JameEs Youne, of Kelly, in the co. of Renfrew, N.B., for “‘ Improvements 
in apparatus for ——— hydrocarbons from shale, coal, or other similar 
substances.”’ Feb. 28, 1872. 

634.—JoHN WaL.aceg, of 16, Grove Villas, Grove Street Road, 8.E., for ‘* Jm- 
provements in owe a burning gas to produce heat.’” Feb. 29, 1872. 

670.—FREpERICK GeorGE UnpeRHAY, of Crawford Passage, Clerkenwell, in 
the co. of Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus tr controlling the 
supply of water to dwelling-houses and other buildings.”’ March 5, 1872. 

671.—RoBERT BLACKBURN, of Exeter, in the co. of Devon, for “‘ Jmprovements 
in apparatus and in means for treating sewage for agritultural purposes,” 
March 5, 1872. 

707.—ERNeEst OzANNE, of Well Road, in the island of Guernsey, clerk to the 
Guernsey Gaslight Company, for “ Improvements in apparatus for openii 
and shutting gas-vaives, and in lighting and extinguishing gas-lamps.”’ 
March 7, 1872. 

714,—Cyrus Avery, of Tunkhannock, Pennsylvania, U.S.A., now of Little 
Cross Street, Islington, in the co. of Middlesex, engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements 
in rotary steam-engines @ umps.”” March 8, 1872. 

716.—James Houpen, of 6, Hanover Quay, in the city of Dublin, Ireland, for 
‘4 new or improved compound for use as pavement.”’ March 8, 1872. 

721.—Wit1aM Gray, of Highwood House, Hendon, in the co. of Middlesex, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in rotary engines and pumps.”’ March 8, 1872. 

727.—JoHN Frepextck Cooke Farauuar, of 24, Long Acre, in the co. of 
—e for “‘ Improvements in lighthouse and other lamps.’’ March 9, 
872. 

735.—CHARLE3 WEIGHTMAN Harrison and ALFRED Horatio Harrison, 
both of Brook Street, Holborn, in the co. of Middlesex, gentlemen, for “‘ Jm- 
provements in apparatus for heating and cooking by gas.” March 9, 1872. 

738.—GEorGE WILLIAM WiGNER, of 79, Great Tower Street, in the City of 
London, analytical chemist, and Jonn Witttamson, of 25, Warren Street, 
Stockport, in the co. of Chester, pattern maker, for “‘ Improved mechanism 
applicable to dry closets and commodes.”’ March 11, 1872. 


INVENTION PROTECTED FOR SIX MONTHS ON THE 
PEPOSIT OF A COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 
783.—Witt1aM Rospert Lak, of the firm of Haseltine, Lake, and Co., of 
Southampton Buildings, London, patent agents, for “4m improved electric 

torch for lighting gas.” A communication. March 14, 1872. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 

2968.—Joun SHanks, of Barrhead, in the co, of Renfrew, N.B., sanitary engi- 
neer, for ‘*‘ Improvements in and connected with water-closets.’’ Nov. 4, 1871. 

3019.—Epwarp Barnes, of High Holborn, in the co. of Middlesex, engineer, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in gas-furnaces.”’ Nov. 9, 1871. 

8081.—JoHN CLarkson, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., engineer, for 
‘* Improvements in steam-pumps and engines.” Nov. 15, 1871. 

3189.—CHaRrtes DENTON ABEL, of 20, Southampton Bui Chancery Lane, 
in the co. of Middlesex, patent agent, for ‘‘ Improvements in rotary or centri- 
Jugal pumps.’’ A communication. Nov. 24, 1871. 

105.—Rosert Brown, of 12, Albion Street, in the co. of York, gentle- 
man, for “An improved ventilating stove.” Jan. 18, 1872. 

375,—Henrt ADRIEN BonnevItue, of 6, Piccadilly, in the co. of Middlesex, 
and 18, Rue de la Chaussée d’Antin, Paris, France. t agent, for “‘Certain 

improvements in apparatus for lighting gas by electric currents or other- 
wise.”’ A communication. Feb. 5, 1872. 

449.—Hewnry Scort, of Greetland, near Halifax, in the co. of York, cotton- 

— maker, for “‘ Improvements in ventilating sewers and drains.” Feb. 13, 

1872. 

465.—Davip Cartsr, of 86, Islingword Road, Brighton, in the co. of Sussex, 
for ‘‘ Improvements in what widen as ‘dry-carth’ closets.” Feb. 14, 1872, 

470.—Martin Cakr, jun., of Middlesborough, in the co. of York, architect, for 

“* Improvements in {vr closets,” Feb. 14, 1872. ’ 

484.—Fritz Hitxé, of Flora Villa, Brentford, in the co. of Middlesex, for “ Jm- 

ts in the treatment and utilization of sewage, and the manufacture 

of manure therefrom.” Feb. 15, 1872, . 

528.—Jons WitL1aM Greae, of Great Brunswick Street, in the city of Dublin, 

Pag E-4 ** Improvements in paraffin and ether lanterns and lampe.” 

> 
563.—Watrer Cuartes Cuuncn, of Brixton, in the co. of Surrey, e 


ngineer, 
for “J: in steam-engines, parts of which improvements are appli- 
cable to hydraplic roms and pumps.” Pred. 1, 1872, 
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. — Row’ Porrzr, mechanical engineer, and Tuomas Lan, civil engi- 
poet, bth of 172, Fenchurch. Stret, in fhe ‘ef gat of London, for Po yr el 
<ittelage Lalbalsheonkedan ; aed tee. 28, 1802 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£50 BEYORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR 
651.—Wittram Epwarp — * Improvements in the construction of 
water-elosts.’ March 3, 1869. 
661.—Joun BERGER SPENCE, “ Improvements in substances used for the puri- 
—_— of Mi gas, and in the recovery of a waste product arising 
herefrom.’* March 4, 1 ised. 
687. —J 3 ANGELO M‘Etroy, “‘ Improvements in rotatory motive-power 
nth Se and measuring apparatus.” March 8, 1869. 
ames Joun SHEDLOCK, “‘ Improvements in wet gas-meters.”” March 9, 


March 9, 





869. 
72. —JAMES JOHN SHEDLOCK, ‘‘ Improvements in dry gas-meters.”’ 


= —Wri1am Ropert Laxz, ents in devices for rendering gas- 
burners self. lighting.” March 10, 4 
749.—J AMES BATHGATE, “Ti renonaets in the construction of certain parts of 
va ao, - March 11, 1869. om fi 
ostau GEorGE Jenntnas, ‘Jmprovements in apparatus for nin 
sewage for irrigating land.’ March 15, 1869. re 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£100 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE SEVENTH YEAR. 























648.—Jonn Suanks, “ Improvements in water-closet eo March 8, 
1865. 
669.—Victor Dre_PERDANGE, “‘An improved method o ting together 
tubes or pipes used for conveying gas and water, and for other purposes. re 
March 9, 1865. | 
Price Current. 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, 
Subject to 60 per ceni. Discount. 
| tin. | Main. | agim. | tim. | gin. | dim. 
— , tees Tubes, from 2 to 14 feet— & a. } sda) ad, ao d.| 2. a} 8. a. 
- + 19)12) 0 | O8 | 06] 0 44 
Ditto ditto, from 12 in. to 284in.—each ; || 3 0 z2o;}/1se/14}/10]09 
Long Serews, from 12 in. re ra 40 26 20 16 12 on 
Bends and Springs . 43/23/19 13 oll 0 8 
Square Elbows, equal. or * reducing; Round| | 
bows, 6 per cent. extra pa tT POS L ESL ES 1 2 010 08 
Tees, wrought or cast . a0 6 4 a? 26 19 13 10 0° 
Crosses, disto, equal or reducing . - . .| 8 9 | 3 8 3 0 23 19 15 
veers feo ine| ss 66/46/36 
itso, with brass pha o « « 33 @ | 19 6 | Mo | le 6 76 5 6 
Diminishing Sockets, Cape, “Plugs, and } 
Nipples. . e oe e | F8} OF 0° 07 06 0 5 
Plain ME et aed be ES ee 06 /| 0 4] © 34] 0 8 
Syphons,2-quart « . + + + + + + -|% 0/19 0 1s 0 | 17 o | 16 0 - 














CASTINGS,.—Per Ton. 
Average Weight of Cast-iron Gas-pipes, per Yard. 









































lin, | 2 in, | 2) in, | Sin. | din. | Sin. | Gin. | Zim. | im, | 9 im. [10in. } 12 in, 
eof wt 8 | 88 | Bl | CO C6} 89 | Coy | 126 | M49 | 177 | 208)d. 
Ni egetle Yorkshire, 
ene steer ~~ tamil Londons. |Gleagow.| o.22 Wales. Pear, 
dono’. Staffordshire 
£. s. 4/8. 4 4/6 6. d./8 9d £. 2. 4. 
Fig tron-Me.(gmd.) . . - - +8 10 ¢!4 89/4 50/4 15 0} 5 00 
inch Socket-pipes . . . «)/8 17 6,7 17 6|7 B6 O18 26 8 76 
af iad S-inen aiuto see « eKie C2 wee © ere ma ets 3s Ss 776 
and 6- ti « « « 8 12 6/6 1 6/6 18 6/7 0 0 7 50 
sehtee: wards ditto . - « o 7 12 6(6 12 6)/6 F 6) 6 16 O 726 
> Ast »hotblast. . . .|7 7 6/6 7 6)¢ 2¢6\/6 17 6 7, &se 
Ditto, 2nd ditto, cold ditto aval « 6.5 6\7 76/7 2 6/7 W7 6 8 76 
Tank-plates,§thickanmdabove. . .|7 17 6/¢€ 17 sie 2 ¢6};7 76) 8617 6 
SS S868 Ts 
Coastwi. Ni tl Per.Ton. - Per Keel. 
Chathamand Rochester. . . - 1.04 Resin — i 00 -£19 10s 
Folk: wate 2238 oe eee 
estone,& an) 0 e » a & a.cie 
Dublin . weeutee eh Ciel” “OEE Cree. S 
| a ent bo Qnbtii. oe ; . b re teen hae _2 
we er em ir RE ae ae “pai Sot jopepmhagemn. « + + + + + © « 
( Telth). 2s ee te Genes. . - ee eee oe os « BO 
London (Pool) . . . + « %%@d.to7 6 ade 6 wer @: teh ie an) elu 
ft and Y: th, « eo o « 5 HavredeGrace. . . . « . £10to 10 10 
Portsmouth & Southampton. ... 8 6 veghere ae as @ ie ee. eee 
Plymouth. . . ++ ++-ee-+ B® Lisbon. . «© 2+ ©» © © © © © eo WO 
ae ti ie. wie ned: ee Ro! 6), Oye Ore Dee 90 
Whitstable . . 2. - see eee 80 Stettin . . « + » « « efl0to 10 5 
Weymouth . 2. «+s e cee eo €O Trieste « + «© © © eo he oe ew O10 
—_— Wenkee »« we eee eo eo o 2 BO 











TURNER & ALLEN, 


201i, UPPER THAMES STREET, 
London, 


GAS & WATER ENGINEERS. 
LAMP COLUMNS, LANTERNS, 
FOUNTAINS, PIPES, &c., 


TO 
GAS, WATER, & RAILWAY COMPANIES, 
LOCAL BOARDS, SHIPPERS, &c. 
ne 
Complete Pattern and Price Book, 9. Gd. post. free. 











Share Wist of Metropolitan Gas Compries, 
































N 
ve rE Amount || Dividend! 
ft. 5 Name or Company. paid up p.|p. Cent. pi}, Latest 
issued. Ets . 4 
—— 
£ & a. da.) £ 2. a. 

9000} 20 | Anglo-Romamo . . ... . 1200 0|10 6.0 ws» 

5000 | 20 ja (Limited)... . - »- |20020/] 300] 2 
1000 | 20 fe - « « « 6 | 20 8 OF 10 0:6 3k 

750 | 20 Do.,do.,redeemable . . ./|20 0 0/10 0 0 21 —% 
40000 5 Bombay ited) a 5 001 6B 0 6 — @ 
10000 5 Do., third issue . 400) 615 © 1 —Ippn 
i 20 British og oe E 200/10 0 0 ~—% 

| (Norwich, Hul -Sculcoates, Han- 
ley, Tunstall & Shelton [Pot- 
tecles], , Trowbridge., and Holy- 

7500 | 20 Cagtiari (Limited) . . 1.) }20 0 0) 7 0 © ‘a 
120000 | 10 Chartered . 10 600) 80 6 4 
10000 10 ve FE ET i 10 00) 406 0 7 4 
25000 | 10 Do., 5 per cent. preference. .| 10 0 0/ 5 0 0 Bw 
20000 | 49 Do., 5 per cent. preference, 

| second issue. . ° 8 0 0; 5 0 Oo}2 
20000 | 10 Do., 10 per cent. preference. -?O @ O}10 0 0 = 
12000 | 25 Do., D shares . MOP Di ee | a. 
17490 | 25 Commercial. . a -|}25 0 0/10 0 0} #@W—% 
20000 | 20 } Continental Union. - « »- $2000) 800 26h-— 24 
10000 | 20 Do,mew . .. +. « - -/10 00/8 @ 0 se 
10000 | 20 Do., preference 200 00,700 5 

| (Grmny.: Strsbg. France : Cette, , 

Nismes, Montargis Vienne, 

} Roanne, Beaueaire, Rueil, Albi. 

| Italy: Milan, Genoa, Parma, 

| Modena, Alessandria, Messina.) 

5000; 10 | Crystal Palace District. . . .|10 © 0/10 0 0; WB 
5000 | 10 | appreference .....,10 0 0/ 6 0 0; 12209 
6624 | 10 | Do., new shares . -|10 0 0) 7 0 0} 18 o% 
3376 | 10 bce cg wg ow ww ot 2 OOF FO Olas 

06; 10 European (Limited). . . . ./10 0 0/11 0 0 154— 16 
12000 | 10 | Do.,newshares . . 5 6 0/ i O 0} 3~dhp_ 

(Boulogne, Amiens, Rouen, Caen, ‘ 

5000} 30 n arse, an te 

} ong Kong (Limite sygte “4g 10 0 0/10 0 Of; Be 

1560000 | 100 | Zmperial . ; ee! 100 0 0/10 0 0/170 wr 
26000 124 | Do., new shares - + + «-) 1210 0) 7 0 0} BH 
25000 124 Do., new shares, 1870 - « #8 0 0 700 134— 
1300 } 100 | Do., bonds . ee £100 10. 0 @ 209 
56000 | 50 } Imperial Continental 4315 0}; 9 2 6) 0% 
| (Amsterdam, Berlin, Ghent, Han- 
| “over, Lille, Rotterdam, Aix- 
| la-Chapelle, Antwerp, Bor- | 
deaux, Brussels, Cologne, 
Frankfort-on-Maine, Haarlem, 
Stolberg, Toulouse, & Vienna, ) 

400 | 100 | Imperial Mexican Cmaited) - 100 @ 0 nil. 

200 | 100 0o.,new . . as 100 0 0 nil, 

3000 | 40 | Independent o wie" s.. 40 0 0/10 0 Of}; 6% 
3000 10 Do. Son sate te Oe ake 10 0 0 5600 8— 9 
$000 | 20 Be tule GT, giana ie 710 0} 53 ~@ 
250900} Sk. Tendon. . - « « « (100 0 0} 10 O O| 1200-18 
£15000 | Sk. Do., Ist preference - + « + (00 0 O| 6 O 0} 120 1M 

Sk. Do., 2nd preference. . . ./|100 0 0| 6 00 

Sk. Do., 8rd preference . 100 0 0}; 600 

£18781 | 100 Do., Ist preference stock 100 0 0} 6 O 0} 120 —m 

£11828 | 100 Do., 2nd preference stock - 1100 0 Of} 56 0 0} 103 —@ 
Nictheroy, Brazil (Limited) . 

15000 5 en Mediterranean (Limited) §00;500 

6000 5 Do. boa) baw A968 § 00 700 
20000 5 Mauritius pt imsited) > ieccdevion 200;600 
30000 5 Oriental (Caleutta) . ..../5900;900 7 
30000} 5 Do., new shares . . - «| 210 O| 9 O Of g—1y 
10000 5 Ottoman (Limited) . . - -f§ 500 nil. 2- 
14000} 10 Para (Limited) . ee - -/0 0048080 
27000 = Pos ew ee ey ee ae Pee 

5600002. a awn 0 0 
1440007. |, Sk. Ages - « « « 00 0 0} & 0 0 oe 

5000 | 20 Rate? | ~ « « «/ 20 0.0}10 0 OF 33-% 
$4000 | 20 | Riode Janeiro (Limited) | : :/20 © 0} 10 0 0} 34- % 
6959 5 Singapore (Limited). . . . .} 500); 6 00 
2000 5 Seema » oe © oP fb..8 708 B68 & 

1500} 324} Sh oe ce we wih lO OER O 8 
4000 | 50 South Metropolitan . + « + 0 f 50.0 0/10 0 0] BM 
4000 | 1 Do. . ~ « « « « | 1210 0/10 0 O}] B—-S 
20000 | 12 Do., new shares | ; . «| 210 O}10 0 0} 6—7pm 
15000 | 10 | Surrey ‘Consumers ~ 2 « « - {0 0 0710 0 0] 7—B 
10000:! 10 Do., ne : I Df'6 © 0] 10 0 0 “- 4 
9000 4 United General (Limerick) ° - «+f 400) 500) S— 
1500 | 10 Wandsworth and Putney . . .|10 0 0/10 0 0} Mumk 
1500} 10 We aeiaTs «0 ce 6 6 oe PRO OL POT Taam 
1819; 10 3) ye ee ee ee lw 0 0} 710 0 
1138 10 Do. 5 0 0] 710 0 
40000 | 10 Western (Limited) A, 'B, & Gshares 10 0 0/20 0 Oo} 17-8 
20000 | 10 Do., D:shares . Pia 1 0 0] 10 0 0} 3)-+ mm 
16000} 5 West Ham aed 5001900 rd 
10000 5 w shares 10o00; 900 

551); 10 | Wes or omy ma (Limited) . W000} 600 

520} 10 Do., preference . - «1/10 0 0) 6 O ‘| 

ee nce 























LESMAHAGOW AND LONGLEE COAL COMPANY, 
Office—6, DIXON STREET, GLASGOW. 
Works—BLACKWOOD & SOUTHFIELD, LESMABAGOY. 


English and groseten Agents: 


JAMES MILLER, SON, & Go, 
l, GREAT ST. HELEN'S ‘LONDON, EL. 
“'”5, UNION STREET, GLASGOW. 


DUKE OF HAMILTON'S 
LESMAHAGOW GAS COAL 





LESSEES : 
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GWYNNE & GOMPANY, 


HYDRAULIC, MECHANICAL, & GAS ENGINEERS, 


ESSEX STREET WORKS, STRAND, 


Lomdon, W .C., 
SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 


BEALK'S IMPROVED PATENT GAS-EXHAUSTER, 


Under the personal superintendence of Mr. 


REDUCED PRICES AND INCREASED CAPACITY. 

__ Also manufacturers of Improved Hydraulic Reguletens, to actuate asteam or gas throttle-valve te 
suit the make of gas; self-acting bye- valves, to move by hand or otherwise; improved stop-valvea, 
with faced flanges, forming the neat adjunct to Exhauster of valve and elbow combined. Exhaustem 
manufactured on the new principal have given the utmost satisfaction, and can be seen ing at 
several large Gas-Works in London. G. & Co. are now engaged in manufacturing 
largest Gas-Exhausters in the world, with engines ete. 

The Gas-Exhausters may be made with inside or outside ing, as shown in Figs, 211 and 219. 
Fig. 213 shows the Improved Gas-Exhauster attached to, and driven by one of Gwynxz ap Co.’s 
well-known high-speed Horizontal Steam-Engines, without any intermediste gearing. This 
‘ ment is extremely compact, and is beautifully adapted for small or large Gas-Works, and the 
foundations and erection are both very simple and inexpensive. 
Fig. 219. Prices and every information upon application to Gwynne AND Co. as above, 


DUKE OF HAMILTON’S 
LESMAHAGOW GAS COAL. 
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s p.m. 

ee. The superior quality of this well-known Cannel, as wrought by 

- FTHE NITSHILL AND LESMAHACOW COAL COMPANY, 
= Is now generally admitted by all Gas Engineers. 


PRICE AND ANALYSIS MAY BE HAD ON APPLICATION TO 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, HAYMARKET, EDINBURGH. 
WONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. A PURER GAS AT LESS COST, AND GREAT SAVING IN LABOUR. 


=¢ M°DOUGALLS’ PRECIPITATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. 


9 
% 
~~ ‘The above Oxide is now in use at some of the largest works in the kingdom, and has gained a decided preference, owing to its efficiency, 
cheapness, and the great saying in labour effected by its use. 
tis a pure artificial Hydrated Peroxide, with an addition of only sufficientsawdust to give it the needful lightness or porosity to prevent pressure, 
ae and every particle is available for use. ; 
In selecting an oxide, a point more important than its price, is to learn the cost of labour entailed in its use. Whilst at large works the 


4 








| cost of labour for purifying, where lime alone or the natural oxides are employed, is 2d. to $d. per ton of coals, by the use of the above 
c Oxide it is perl to 1d. to 1gd., owing to the purifier’s working so much longer when charged, and to rapid revivification—two points of 
a: special importance in the busy season, 

1} For export to Foreign Works it is unequalled, eve: article being available, and saves freight over less .cqncentrated materials. 

4 Nore.—It is important to note that only the Hydrated Peroxide of Iron is useful, simple oxide being worthless, Inferior oxides show a large 
« pe centage of simple oxide, but very little Hydrated Peroxide. 

lag M*DOUGALILL BROTHERS, 

=e LONDON—158, LEADENHALL STREET, EC. MANCHESTER—68, PORT STREET. 

© FULLERTON, SON, & CO., 

-i 

a8 LONDON ROAD METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 

= 4 SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 

-' (THE PATENT IMPROVED TIN-PLATE DRY GAS-METER, 
ian WITH SPECIAL FACILITIES FOR ADJUSTMENT AND REPAIR, 






The principal parts of the mechanism being accessible by the removal of a single Screw. 
GAS-METERS on the WET and DRY principles made in CAST-IRON and TIN-PLATE CASES. 
—__STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL & TEST METERS, GAS APPARATUS, &c. 















‘ 
te 


JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


+ \ STONEWARE 
ne WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
. Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS ‘OF ALL DESCEIPTIONS OF 
FIRE GOODS, ’and Salt-Glazed Drain-Pipes. 
; Lommon. AGENT: 
MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 


Wharf No 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, N., 
Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
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MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. W. J. WARNER 


Begs to say that in consequence of the number of inquiries 
he has received relative to the above form of Accounts, which 
he had the pleasure of submitting to the 

BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF GAS MANAGERS, 

Avr THEIR LATE Meerine In Dvsuin, 

he has been induced to publish them, and is now prepared 
to supply the two sheets, post free, for 5s. 

Applications to be made to 

Mr. W. x WARNER, 


gineer, 
Gas-Wonrks, Sourn SHIELDS. 


Mr, ALFRED LASS, 


WANDSWORTH, LONDON, S.W., 


Is prepared to open the Books, and, if necessary, keep the 
Accounts of Gas and Water Companies. 

To examine the Books and Accounts, and prepare Balance- 
Sheets for the information of Directors. 

To assist Secretaries in preparing Balance-Sheets, ac- 
cording to the ‘‘ Gas- Works Clauses Act, 1871;” or may be 
consulted with respect to Accounts generally. 








AMUEL PONTIFEX, Consulting Gas 
Engineer, having retired from the Great Central Gas 
Company, is now preparedto furnish PLANS and SPEC! FI- 
CATIONS, as well as ADVISE Provincial Gas Companies 
as to the erection of new, or alteration and enlargement of 
existing works. 
Offices: 22, Coleman Street, Lowpon, E.C. 


ILLIAM FOSTER, F.C.S., Analytica} 
and Consulting Chemist, Gas Examiner to the 
Metropolitan Beard of Works. 
Every description of commercial analysis undertaken. 
Experiments on gas-burners made with both cannel and 
common gas. 
Offices: 17, Arundel Street, Haymarket, Lonpon, W. 





8v0., half bound 
ssnas price te: Ga. by post 


GAS MANAGER’S HANDBOOK, 
TABLES, RULES, ‘AND USEFUL INFORMATION 


AND OTHERS ENGAGED IN THE 
MANUFACTURE AND DISTRIBUTION 
Fr 
COAL GAS. 

By THOMAS NEWBIGGING, A.LC.E. 

W. B, KING, 11, BOLT COURT, FLEET STREET, | London, 8.E. 


roan, cloth sides, lettered, 
8s., 


to encourage the use of Gas 


COOKING AND HEATING BY Gag, 
MAGNUS OHREN, A.LC.E. 


A copy “ fe peeks mE been sent be every Gas Con. 
pany in the kingdom. It is suggested that i 
FOR GAS ENGINEERS, MANAGERS, circulated by Gas Companies amongst their gas come be 
Cooking and Heating Stoves 
and other heating apparatus. Single copies 7d., post free 
Price To Gas CoMPANIEs. P 
£1 per 100; £3 15s. per 500; or £6 per 1000, 

Address, Macnus OuRren, Gas- Works, Lower Sydenhan 



















Now ready, price 21s., bound in cloth, letiered, 
THE TWENTIETH VOLUME 


JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, 


WATER SUPPLY, AND SANITARY 
IMPROVEMENT. 


Cioth cases, gilt lettered, for binding Vol. XX., are now 
ready, price 2s. 6d. 





Lonpon : 


W. B. KING, 1, BeEe Seat, FLEET STREET, 


[HE Electric Tele 


our business is most e 


and Signals for Reservoirs. 


Telegraphy. 





We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 
HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRB, 


Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most exten- 
sive Gas Companies, and which has given entire satisfaction. 


FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS 
BELFAST. 





ee 
PRIVATE TELEGRAPHS FOR GAS AND WatTgp 
WORKS. 


aph Department of 
} ently conducted by an ex. 
perienced staff. CONTRACTS entered into for maint. 
nance and erection of lines for Gas and Water Companies 
private residences, hotels, &c. 
instrument is stronger and less liable to derangemes: 
than any other in the market. Price £6 per pj 
Makers of maximum and minimum Electrical Indicaton 
Water Pressure Recorder, 
Managers of Gas and Water Works are invited to ask wy 
for our quotations, or for any informetion connected wit} 


Ri 





Just published, 800 erigravings, 4to., post free 2s. in stamps 
weight 10 oz., cost of production £1000, 4 


OF IR O N.— BArLLEY's Illustrated Inventions, cop. 


taining details and prices of goods in our five several] 
departments :—(1) Brass Foundry, Steam Gauges, Indies 
tors, Feeders, and Fittings; (2) 
Tools, and Stores; (3) Machine Pump and Fire Engine; 
(4) Turret Clock, &c.; (5) Electric Telegraph, A B¢ 
Instruments, Bells, and Apparatus. 


J. Bartey and Co., Albion Works, Salford, Lancashire, 







Bailey’s simple A B ¢ 













ngineers Sundries, Smajj 















OTH GAS-BAGS for MAINS, as sup- 

plied tothe Imperial, Chartered, and other London 
and Provincial Gas Companies. Bellows and Valves for 
inflating Well Dresses, Stokers Gloves, India-Rubber Suc- 
} mene § Delivery Hose, Gas-Tubing, Leather, India-~Rubber 
and Gutta-Percha Machine-Bands, Sheet and Washers-for 
Steam Joints. 
T. Bucpen, Manufacturer, 79, Goswell Road, Lonpon, E.C. 


BOX’S PATENT FASTENING 
RETORT-LIDS. 








The above description of Fastening has been in suc- 
cessful use for a considerable time, and can be supplied at 
amuch more economical rate than the ordinary cross-bar 
= — 4 

‘or prices and particulars, apply to W. Box, Gas-Works, 
Crayford, Kenr. ai, te) 


its completed, or proceeded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident in 
the country to visit London. 


Patents procured for Foreign Countries. 


EDGE’S PATENT 


R REMOVING THE 


CARBONACEOUS INGRUSTATION FROM GAS-RETOR?S. 


Testimonial of Mr. W. Ford, Engineer of the Stockton 
© Dew Gie~Seooiaieae iain 

ar Sir,—In reply ur in asto my experience 
of Edge’s patent method Fob tomevin the Cupane 
Incrustation from through 9 Thee much pleasure 
in expressing my thorough appreciation of the process; it 
has been the means of saving our stokers many hours hard 
work, and the Retorts much serious destruction.—I am, 








dear sir, rs truly, “Ww. " 
“To 4 Goddard, Esq., Ipswich.” ieiiiadt 
For particulars and terms, Gopparp, 

Agent, Gas-Worke, Irswics. ai eke tc 


TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, AND OTHERS, 





HENRY SKOINES 


Is prepared to undertake, by Contract or otherwise, the 
SETTING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


RETORTS, STEAM BOILERS, %c, 


With great economy of fuel and durability of workmanship. 
Alterations and Repairs of all kinds, 
7, ARCYLE STREET, 


For references, &c., 


KING’S CROSS, WC. 










THOMAS PROUD, 
GAS ENGINEER, CONTRACTOR FOR GAS-WORKS, 


AND FOR 


LAYING MAINS FOR GAS AND WATER, 


Respectfully invites attention to his 


WOOD GRIDS FOR PURIFIERS AND SCRUBBERS, 


Which he manufactures by improved Steam Machinery from well-seasoned Timber. 
EXPERIENCED WORKMEN SENT OUT FOR SETTING RETORTS & ERECTING APPARATUS. 


7, UNETT STREET, St. GEORGE'S, BIRMINGHAM. 
























APPARATUS 


Retort-Lids, Boilers, Cast and Wrought Iron 
Tanks, Iron Roofing, Bridges, Girderss 















ASHMORE & WHILE, 


GAS ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 


Including Improved 


And GENERAL IRONWORK. 





N.B.—Estimates for all Gas Plant and Remodelling supplied on application 












STOCKTON 
ON 


TEES. 































Cc. &* W. WALKER’S 


WOOD SIEVES FOR PURIFIERS 


Hare now been in use for more than ten years, and their advantages and durability fully established. They are made entirely by 


steam machinery in very large quantities at the most moderate cost. 


Midland Iron-Works, Donnington, near Newport, Shropshire ; 8, Finsbury Circus, Londen. 
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THE RECESSED CONE- VALVE. 


(HOLLINSHEAD’S PATENT.) 


PORTER & LANE, ENGINEERS, 
172, FENCHURCH STREET, LONDON. 


These Valves are adapted for every requirement and position in Gas-Works. 




























































They are constructed, 








ss will readily be seen, They oceupy very lit- 


on the well-known prin- tle space, and cne Valve 
ciple of the ordinary can be constructed so as 
plug-cock, with radial to pass the gas through 
fines and figures deno- the whole of any number 


ting the Purifiers in of purifiers, commencing 


work according to the with any one of them, or 
psition of the “‘ Current shut off from any one or 
Indicator,” but with the more at pleasure. 


flowing important im- 





All parts can be easily 


provements —_— 


Il. The working sur- V HA examined. 


faces consist of projec- J * ie , 
5 - 2 ATTA Soe They require no fixing, 
tims or lips formed by i % 





reeessing the body and being put together com- 
plug of the Valve, where- plete at the works, and, 
tythe said surfaces are therefore, require only 
completely protected attaching to the connect- 
from the action of the ing-pipes by means of 
gas, and any deposit flanges or sockets. 


upon the bearing surfaces Should Engineer 
te) an Engin 


ry entirely a ” d 
V oided— a et esire 


most important feature. i 
of Valves for changing 
the Purifiers instead of 


Centre - Valves, these 


2. By slightly raising 
the plug from its seat by 








the use of the lever pro- Stop-Val rB 

3 Jen p-Valves or Bye-pass 

vided, no sticking or Valves may be used for 

friction can ibly tak 
| possibly take that purpose, and the 

jaee while turning the 


superior facility with 
Valve. 


which they can be worked 


3. . . 
From the principle over any form of slide- 


of their construction, to- 
gether With their care- 


ful manufacture, and the 


valve strongly recom- 


mends their adoption. 


ee 


means provided fi gs. 
: a Me OT Pregs These Valves have 
g the plug into it t 

plug into its seat, been approved by the 
‘perfect joint is ensured. 


highest authorities, and 
By the adoption of 


these Valves the current 
of gas can be changed in 
4 few seconds without 


‘ty possibility of back 


adopted up to as large as 


15-inch connexions. 


These Valves are also 
equally applicable to 






Wessure an d . . . 

: ) and its direction Water-W orks, Irrigation- 
® clearly indicated Works, Dye and Print 

tat mistakes can scarcely Works, &c. 


Sour, 


Elevation and Plan will be inserted in the next issue. 
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, akituation, hy a Retort Setter A TEST Gasholder, quite new, to be sold, |’ 


iom 
hio-has had 16 yea¥#expetience in the latgcet Gas- b 
‘Works, a underétands’ the mantifacture of Gas. Good Sethy sb Beeson anp Bantow, Bolton, Lancasmnr. 
testi ials as to ch ter and ability, and a temperance 
COKE BREEZE. 


man. ° 
Apply: to Gy T., 20, Edmand Street, Hahover Street, PRE Directors of the Imperial Gaslight 
SHEFFIELD. and Coke per og arn are ne y Bann 
. TENDEBS from es ing to purchase 
ANTED; bya young Man, @ situation | made at their several works—-namely, at York Road, 
as Meter-Fixer, Fitter, Index Taker, &c. King’s Cross; Great Cambridge Street, Hackney Road; and 
Address M. P., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, Freer | Sand’s End, Fulham—for One year from the 3ist inst. 
Street, E.C. Forms of tender may be obtained on application to the 
i SrorETaRy, at the Office, 33, John Street, Bedford Row, to 


i " before T 
ANTED, a Working Manager, totake | 320m the tenders must be seut on or before Tuesday, the 
charge of a small foundry and works for the manu-/| The Directors will not be bound to accept the highest or 
footee of - apparatus. A good appointment for an | any tender. 
intelligent and steady than. 
AT li tions to be add d to G., Post- Office, WoLvER- arch 11, 1873 
HAMPTON. BRISTOL UNITED GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


ANTED, a Gas Engineer of experi- _ TENDERS FOR LOANS, _ 
ence, fully competent to take charge of the Hull | PNHE Directors of the Bristol United Gas- 
Works of the British Gaslight Company, Limited. Salary light Company are pared to receive TENDERS 
a year, ouse, Sec. .__,, | for a LIMITED AMOUNT OF MONEY, on the Loan 
Applications by letter only, endorsed “Gas Engineer,” | Bonds of the Company. These Bonds will be issued for 
stating age and qualifications, and enclosing copies of testi- | sums of not less than £500, fora term of Three, Five, Seven, 
ials, to be ato the Secrerary of the Company, | or Ten years. Interest at the rate of £4 per cent. per 
No. 11, George Yard, Lombard Street, Lonpon, E.C., on or | annum will be payable thereon on the 30th of June and the 
before Saturday, the 30th inst. 31st of December in each year, by interest warrants attached 



































to the Bonds. 


ANTED, forthe San Paulo Gas-Works, Applications to be made to the Secretary of the Company, | 
Brazil, a steady, industrious man, as GENERAL | 4¢ their Office, at Canons Marsh, Bristol. 
FOREMAN. Must have a thorough knowledge of gas- By order of the Directors, = = 
making. : Henry H. Townsenp, Secretary. 
Aeplivition, in own handwriting, with copies of testi- | Bristol, March 13, 1872. 
monials, to be made to W. Ricuarpson, Esq., Secretary, - 





San Paulo Gas Company, Limited, Pinner’s Hall, Great BOROUGH OF ROTHERHAM. | 
Wincuxsren Stazet, B.C. | "INHE Gas Committee invite Tenders for | 





is 252 feet run of Oval FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, of | 
ANTED, one or two 6-feet Dry Lime various lengths, and to be of the best quality; also, about | 
PURIFIERS, either Yound or square. 16,000 ae ee of the — —, 5 i | 

A . i : d . A copy of specification may obtained, and drawing 
pula te Se. See Sees, Saeeee seen, = application to Mr. ee at tee ng Westie, 

: w Sealed tenders to be sent to me not later than Tuesday, 
20 FROMSERS AND GAS-PITTERS. T the 26th of March, 1872, endorsed “* Tenders for Retorts 
WANTED, a good Workman. © &/ and Bricks.” 

steady, respectable man the situation is permanent.; The lowest tender will not necessarily be accepted. 

Apply to-Wa. Smippy, Plumbers, Matron. By order, 





Wauttrietp, Town-Clerk. 


M. 
OF SALE, 140 Retort Mouthpieces, D-| Town-Clerk’s Office, Rotherham, March 1, 1872. 
wenden tree dae ee MANUFACTURING CHEMISTS, MANURE 
Apply tothe Engineer, Mr. Samvet Hunter, Gas+ Works, ve ERS. * 
Roma. Directors of the Swansea Gaslight 
OR S Porifi emoellinit |Purchaee cf the whole of the LIQUOR produced at their 
ifiers in the whol the uced at t 
B SALE, Two 4in ues 4%. 8 in, deep, | WTS for a'period of Three years, from the lst of April, 1872. 
i : i : Terme and conditions can be obtained on application to 


With cast-iron covers, Two 12-in. centre«valves, with |, 
self-acting syphons, conhexions, &c. Two 12-in. bye-pase mate a bes nape ie are to be addressed, 


ves. y 0 
Apply to the Shefileld United Gaslight Company, Shude | , The ‘eee gy bind themeclves to accept the 




















Hill, SHErFrecp. Awprews, Secretary and Manager. 
TO MANUFACTURING comers AND ormaas [ae 2 ae ete 
4 about. ons 0 ABON TER COMPANY. 
OXIDE OF IRON, at the Gas-Worksy — Be: — : 
6 on analysis about r cent. sulphur. 

Tenders to be addressed tothe Manscer, Gass Works, anne py a — 
Ee ee HE Directors are prepared to receive 
GEORGETOWN, BRITISH GUIANA, GAS COM- lelenen ae 

PANY. LIMITED RESERVOIR at Penycae, near Ruabon. 
’ ° Plans and specifications may be seen, and forms of tender 
FOREMAN Wa ANT obtained, at the Office = = Henry Dennis, Hafodybweh, 








ED. 
oe! P , Eng to the pany. 
HE wn (British Guiana) Gas} Sealed tenders, endorsed “ Tender for Reservoir,” to be 
Company, ited, requires a FOREMAN for the | sent to me on or before Thursday, the 4th of April. 
Works at Georgetown, who must be well acquainted with | The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 








all in-door and out-door work of every description. The | or any tender. Gro. E. Wooprorp, Secretary. 
bs go will ber £20 per month, with rooms on the works,| Ruabon Water Company's Office, Rhos, 

fuel and gas, and an additional sum of £10 per annum Ruabon, March 20, 1872. 

for every per cent. paid in dividend to the shareholders —_—_— —— 
above 7 per cent. per annum. ROCHDALE CORPORATION GAS-WORKS. 





Free pas s out and home, and half wages during such : . * 

P ages, "Ihe to be for One, Three, cs Five [HE Gas Committee invite Tenders for 

years, at the option of the Company; and eng g t to the following works, to be done according to plans 

terminate afterwards by three monthe notice on either side. | and specifications which may be seen on application to the 
Applications, enclosing testimonials (copies only), to be | Engineer, Mr. Samuel Hunter, Gas-Works, Rochdale. 

addressed to the Secretary, 6, Westminster Chambers, TO BUILDERS. 

Victoria Street, on or before Tuesday, April, 2, 1872. CONTRACT E.—For Stone, Brick, Wood, Plumbers, 














By order, Grores W. Harnis, Secretary. Glaziers, and other work in the Erection of a 
- é . House, 101 ft. by 62 ft. 4in., 31 ft. to spring of 
T ERS AN ‘ roof, in méasure. 
O GAS-FITT. AND OTHERS ’ IRONFOUNDERS. 


* TO 
rr ae A ETE eee Ta ia | geo TRACE E Wromght and, Cat Tron, Work, re 

equain' intern i 63 ft. 4in. . 
fittings and brass finishing, and pages | qualified to " ma d phen 
repair and test meters, both wet and dry. ages £16 per! CONTRACT G.—Colninns and Girder Work required 
month, and passage out and home provided. Term of! for supporting six 24ft. square Purifiers and Floor of 
engagement five years. House. 

Application by letter only, accompanied by copies of .—Six Purifie 24 ft. aare, ith 
of testimonials, under cover, endorsed outside Application BR — Mey = K: aig 
ik hema to = ons to ~*~ Nery Shy CONTRACT I.—Scrubbers, Grids, and Valves. 

paoy, reat Winchester Street Bu N, a to weigh N 
not later than Monday, the 15th of April, ise ' aaa. 5: -— beton 4 — 


For 500 yards 2-in.Gas-Pipes.. 0 112..0 116, | 
yards 3-in. _ ir 





Board are/prepared | ,, 1000 » 0 $12..0 316 
; mE TENDERS for the erection of a! » ef ae 4-im, 5 - , i : = H : : 
by of RON ROOP for a Retort-House, 60 ft. "any pe ono all wet te paid tty 


; j 
Plans and specifications may be seen at the Office of the A recess or groove to be made in the sockets, } in. deep 
undersigned, Gas- Works, Blackpool. by lin. long, for a lead joint if necessary. on 
a to be sealed and endorsed, addressed to the age dah a r] pn gro ie = nae “3 
Coates an of the Gas Committee, before the 30th of March Senen Talat 0b be wellieenet of i ee es bee. 
The Board do not bind themselves to accept the | The whole to be coated by Dr. process, = 
ar NR yey -ne saunniy Tak, Wes tatigucted te the presence of wens Yesival 
inc 
Joun Cuew, Gas Manager, the Gas Co ’ nite. aya ee pi 
TO IRONFOUNDERS. es ten mu: prepa o enter into an 
ss agreement binding them to deliver the whole at any place 
E Alton Gas and Coke Company : invite | Within one mile of the Rochdale Railway Station, within 
‘or supplying and fixing, in May next, | two months from receipt of order. 
IRON ROOF for Slating to Retort-Houee. 44 feet rf in. by a _ 

We ieet (inside measure ), with entilator, the,whole length | Separate Tenders, sealed and endorsed Tender E, F, G, 
to be executed to the satisfaction of their Manager, of | H, I, or K respectively, must be sent to my Office on or 

whom all information may be obtained. before Twelve o’clock at Noon, Wednesday, April 3, 1872. 
Tenders, with particulars, to"be sent not later than the| The Committee do not bind themselves to accept the 





5th of April next. : lowest or any Tender. 
The Company do not bind themselves to accept the lowest By order, 

or any tender. W. Trimuine, Secretary. Zach. Metion, Town-Clerk. 
Alton, Hants, March 23, 1872, Baillie Street; Rochdale, March 22,1872, 














° — 
WANTED, # situation bya Young tp, 
naviiypoeaaiage for th@-fast Sy asthe 
Collector and Atsistant Book-keeper at a work where 
make of is upwards of 45,000,000 feet annually, Per 
fectly understands the routine of a Gas Company's og. 
Good téstimonfals. P 
Address Cmisrornen Arrivr, Gas -Works, Darwen, 
LaNcasHIRE, 


§oCTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGH 
AND COKE COMPANY. 

NOTICE is hereby given that an ORDINARY Mbpr. 
ING of the PROPRIETORS of this Company will be held 
at the London Tavern, in the City of London, on TUES. 
DAY, the 2nd day of April ext, at Two o’clock in tp 
afternoon precisely, to receive the Directors report ang. 

ts of the Company for the half year en the Sly 
of December last, to declare a Dividend, and to elect 
Director in the place of T. B. Simpson, Esq., and an Audit 
in the place of Frederic Simpson, Esq., who retire frp 
office at this meeting, but, being eligible, offer themsely, 
ey * re-election. heltted 06k , 

ny proprietor holdin shares, intending to becom. 

candidate for either of os offices, must aoe notice 
writing at the Office of the Company, at least 14 days py. 
viously to the day of election. 

The Transfer Books of the Company will be closed fry, 
the 18th of March to the 2nd of April. 

Grorce Livesey, Engineer and Secretary, 

Old Kent Road, March 11, 1872. 


(COMMERCIAL GAS COMPANY 

NOTICE is hereby given that the next ORDINARY 
MEETING of the Company will be held at the Lond» 
Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, in the City of London, « 
FRIDAY, the 5th day of April next, at Twelve o’clod 
at noon, to receive the report of the Directors, andto& 
clare a Dividend to the 3ist day of December last. 

A resolution will be submitted to the meeting—“Thy 
the shares in the capital of the Company be converted iny 
capital stock, to be divided gst the sharehold 
according to their respective interests therein.” 

The following Directors—viz., Richard Bradshaw, Thone 
Lulham, and Griffith Thomas, Esqs.—will go ont of offte, 
and, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election, Heay 
Webb, Esq., auditor, will go out of office, and, being eligible, 
has given notice of his intention to offer himself for » 
election. 

The Books of the Companly will beclosed for the Transie 














| of Shares from the 21st day of March to the Sth dayd 


April now next ensuing. 

By the Company’s Act of Incorporation, shareholders a 
ares the Books of the Company during one fortnigtt 
before and one month after the Meeting. 

By order of the Board, 
GEORGE Jaquss, Secretary, 

Stepney, Feb. 29, 1872. 


P HENIX GASLIGHT AND OH 
COMPANY. 

NOTICE is hereby given thatthe ADJOURNED HAL 
YEARLY GENERAL MEETING of PROPRIETOR, 
holding previous to the 3lst of December last £300 
up capital and upwards in the ‘said Company, will be 
pursuant to the Act of Incorporation, on WEDNESDAY, 
10th proximo, at Twelve for One o'clock, at the Bride 
House Hotel, in the Borough of Southwark, for the 
pose of declaring Dividends to the 3lst of December 
to elect Directors and Audftors for the ensuing year, #l 
on other business. 

The Transfer Books will be closed on and after thet 
inst., and opened on the 11th proximo. 

By order of the Court of Directors, 
Isaac ADoLPpHvs Crook > 
70, Bankside, London, 8.E., March, 20, 1872. 


BOROUGH OF ROTHERHAM. 


GAS-WORKS, | % 
I Consequence of Alterations and Adé- 
tions to the above Works, the Corporation have F0} 
SALE the following GAS APPARATUS, viz. :— 4 
STATION-METER in ornamental Square Case, 6ft.6% 
by 6 ft. 6 in., made by West'and Gregson, in 1855, 
repaired in 1865; inlet and outlet 8in., with hydraubk 
valves and bye-pass. 
Also a STATION-METER in Round Case, 4f % 
diameter, made by West and Gregson, as above, ia 








repair. 

: Tons, cwts , 
48 H-Pipes, 4in. inside diameter, weight . 4 WF ) 
20 Lengths 4in. Ascension ren s «i here 0 
98 D Mouthpieces, 15 in. by 13 in. . ea 
10D do 18in. by 16in. . 0 e ; 
30 D do. 23in. by l5in. . . . 2 
38 Cast Metal Lids for 15in. by 13 in. 


Mouthpieces. . .-.. o, «2 * 
10 Cast Metal Lids for 18 in. Mouthpieces - 
40 Wrought Iron Lids for 23in. by }41- 
Mouthpieces . o + « i 
10 Lengths Hydraulic Main, 15ip oy 15in. 3 
8 Lengths Hydraulic Main, 17@. by 17 in. ; 
1 
0 


ee 
SKSewean 
eroece 


25 Buckstaves . . . «> = * * 

2 Metal Columns, lengt4 16ft.7in. . 

2 Cast Metal Old As*pams . . 4 « 
12 Hydraulic Stamis =a by 15 main. . 
About 8 tons of Metal, : 

The abeve may be inspected, and further infor 
obtaimed, on application to Mr. James Goodwin, 
of the Gas-Works. By wie, 


~ 





* Warrrrerp, Town-Cett 
__Town-Clerk’s Office, Rotherham, March 11, 187% _. 
QLAYTON'S PATENT s1x.Wi! 
VALVE only requires one valve to wor 
saves more than thrre-fourths of the connexion 
requires neither tee ¢ elbows, nor bends; 20 
springs to get out of order. 


@ 
For particulars, apply to Craytox, Sox, & Con 
Engineers, Hunslet, LeEps. 


AST-IRON Retorts, Sooket-Pipes, @ 
Syphons, and all requisite Connexions, Lent yas 
Wrought-Iron Tubing, Valves, Street-Lampr, oF hore 
Furnace Doors, Ash-Pang, Charging and Pots, PO 
ise, hes Coke Barrows, Cross Bars, Fire at 
and Iron Borings. 
PURIFIERS. CONDENSERS, & soRU BBE gs 
complete, or the materials supplied ; and Je whole 
of goods in use by Gas-Works, iv stock, 


rices, at - 
. Mr. LYNCH WHITE yo Loa 
Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Greund , 
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TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, BUILDERS, &c. 


THE PATENT ANTI-GALVANIC PAINT 


guaranteed to prevent and arrest Rust on all Ironwork, and to cover Tar most effectually. It is most 
betle for pooteting Tron from the action of salt water, rain, ~—%- and gaseous exhalations; it has. 
heen well tested at various Gas- Works, in covering Tar on Gasholders, Purifiers, &c., and has given great 
mtisfaction. Sample cans for trial sent free of charge. Ail communications to be add: to 

Messrs. STEVENS, ORCHARD, & CO., 21, Great Winchester Street, LONDON, 


Sole Proprietors of Catuzy’s Genuine Torsay Parnrs. 
Works—BRIXHAM, TORBAY. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gas-Fittings Manufacturers, 


EDINBURGH, ann 

KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 

ion- Governors, Consumers M Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 

eer ™” sesetigtion of Gas-Tittings coitties Ampeeen, “- 








—— 
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. D. GRANT & CO., 
WET & DRY GAS-METER MANUPACTURER 


STATION-METERS ANY SIZE, 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, &c. 





GAS-METER WORKS, CROSS CAUSEWAY 
EDINBURGH. 


B. CARPENTER’S 
IMPROVED WOOD SIEVES 


GAS PURIFIERS & SCRUBBERS. 
WORKS: 
22, HERMES STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N. 


tn Ee ware Coven ere used ty all Gee Gus Companies 


London and a great many in the » Their 
. — and cheapness combined, relller them 
estimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested their 
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ELLIS, LEVER, & CO., 
GAS COAL MERCHANTS, 


107, PICCADILLY, MANCHESTER. 





ALL CLASSES OF 


ENGLISH, SCOTCH, & WELSH CANNEL COALS. 
SCHOLL’S 


PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER, 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby:— 
“The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
power of the gas, I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 
Extract from Dr, Frankland’s Course of Lectures at the Royal School of Mines, February, 1868. 


“Scholl’s Platinum Perfecter is one of the most important inventions of modern times in connexion with the 


of coal gas.” 
Price 1s. each for Fishtail Burners: 
To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ironmongers. 


JOHN SCHOLL, Manufactory: 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET; 
Retail Depot: 198a, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 


Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 
‘W? Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, shoving the great practical vale. of this invention, 
will be shortly published. 


C. & W. WALKERS’ 
DOUBLE-FACED CAS-VALVES. 


These solidly constructed double~ 
faced Gas-Valves are intended to 
supersede the old system of the 
light, single-faced disc, which is 
too uncertain and unreliable in 
a bores. 

These Valves are guaranteed 
absolutely gas-tight. They are 
very massive and rigid, and by 
lixproved modes of manufacture 
they we produced at — little 
€Xcess IN eogt over the old light, 
weak system, which is liable to 
spring and bend, and become 
leaky. 

The Valve is a rigid wedge of 
solid cast iron, having two per- 
fectly scraped surfaced ‘facings 
fitting between the two on the 
body, which are also surfaced 

A spring in two short halves, 
and, therefore, not liable to break, 
is used only for scraping the front 
facing clean. 

The front facing is-vertical; the 
back facing forms the wedge. 

At a slight additional expense 
both flanges are faced to bolt to 
main-pipes, 














qualities forwarded on application. 
All orders punctually attended to, and estimates given 
if required. 








ema, | EXHIBITION, 1862. 


ASS 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gus Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION ” jor 
good quality of Fire-Bricks. 


Wurman STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PHGENIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 

MANUPACTURBES OF 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
All sizes up to 4f. diameter ; 
RAILWAY CHAIBS AND SLEEPEBS, 
and general Castings. Also 
GREGORY'S & COCKBURN-MUIR’S 
PERMANENT WAY. 

London Office: 63, OLD BROAD STREET, E.C. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 
GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
AND 
1, WESTMINSTER CHAMBERS, Vicrontra Street, 8.W,. 


RONNER’S PATENT GAS-BURNERS 


ive 99 per cent. of light, as compared with 27 per 

cent, tiven by aeny burners, with equal consumption of 
gas.— Vide ** Gas Referees Report,” published June, 1868. 
Henry Greenx anv Sox, Sole Consignees of Brémner’s 
iting, 16 and 17, King 
t Street, Lonvon. 











Patent Improvements in Gas 
William Street, 


E.0., and 138, 

((ATHELS & 8 Patent Four- 
WAY DISC GAS-VALVE is the simplest and best 

Valve for Purifiers, and. asa By. for ‘er 
in Gas-Works. It is always gas-tight, and has no by 
und faces, or other delicate parts. By its use ow 
of the gas cannot be accidentally stopped, and it never sticks. 
For prices, &c., t® the Manafacturers, Messrs. 
Guest anp Curimes, Foundry and Brass Works, Rornzr- 

HAM. 


ATHELS’S Patent District Gas- 
GOVERNOR is the only perfect eontri- 
by ty Regulating the Pressures 


For prices, Mey, to the Manufacturers, Mecere. 
Guest am wen, Mebane. 
BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 


J SUGG and GO. late ALBERT 
¢ KELLER, Guewr—The a impo 


duties on 
into England, Messrs. Sugg, of beg to draw the at- 
tention of the Gas Com of a Cities, 
to the very quality of the RE’ - 
factured by They can be made of ag mes tao 
piece, and of any form. The price will be in proportion 
ae weight, and very moderate in comparison to their 
vaiue. 

Communications addressed to J. Buea & Co., GHENT, 
will receive immediate‘attention. 


JAMES OAKES & CO., 
ALFRETON IRON@WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
WENLOCK IRON 90 & 223, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY DON, ., 

Beg to inform Gas 


that they keep in st 
moby he in Gas 
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MOLAND JRO Woitxs, DoNMIGTOR, NEAR NEWPORT SHROPSHIRE: , FINSBURY CINUUS, LONOOW. . .. . | ‘sctomnion, 































































C. & W. WALKERS’ PATENT CENTRE-VALVES|, 
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ExGINEE 


Y \ 
| MAIN INLET} 


y 


Plan of the Body, showing the Valve 
lying in it, with three of the facings, 
which were formerly exposed to 
settlements of dirt, carbon, naph- 
thaline, &c., but which are now 
always covered by the surfaced bar- 
facings of the Valve. (See below.) 














for four Purifiers. The safety 
cover is shown broken, to 
enable the Valve itself, which 
is inside, to be seen. 


ad filtrat 

main! su 

provided 1 

The cap 

f £20 ea 

ad 12,50¢ 

is ike divi 

after payn 

Z both classe 

_ a Of the 

ppropriat 

Plan of the Valve, or upper portion, showing the A” Six | 

surfaced bar-facings referred to above. The En 

designing ¢ 

THESE PATENT CENTRE-VALVES ot 

at the cor 

Are the most perfect and certain means for Working Purifiers. ‘on su) 

e 

The Valve itself is protected from all injury inside the safety cover. The working of the Valve is so easy, and so governal Bie behalf 

by the stop-catch movement, that the Purifiers can be instantaneously changed in the dark as well as in daylight. They are fe the « 

scraped perfectly true, metal to metal, the facings heretofore exposed are always covered, and there is nothing more reliabl, mt. per 

certain, and durable in a gas-works. By their use the floor of the Purifying-house is clear and level; the Valve and all connexio® Biri, o¢ 4) 
being beneath the floor, out of the way of working. A very considerable improvement and saving is effected in the cost of i [iPr the 

connecting-pipes. 


FOUR-WAY CENTRE-VALVE, FORMING. INLET, OUTLET, AND BYE-PASS. 
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Plan of Body, showing the two facings formerly tic 
exposed £0 settlements of dirt, carbon, ity the nty 
line, the 






&e., but which are now covered 
surfaced bar-facings of the Valve. 






Elevation of Centre-Valve, forming inlet, 
outlet, and byo-pess. 


MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, DONNINGTON, near NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE; 8; FINSBURY CIRCUS, LOX 
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ISSUE OF 30,000 “A” SIX PER CENT. PREFERRED SHARES OF £20 EACH, 
WITH FURTHER PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, AS HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO, OF THE 


S.I0DESSA WATER-WORKS COMPANY, 


LIMITED. 
A Minimum Rental of 328,500 Roubles (or about £45,000) per Annum 
1s GUARANTEED BY THE MUNICIPALITY OF ODESSA, SANCTIONED BY THE IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT OF RUSSIA. 
DATES OF PAYMENT—£2 per Share on Application, £3 on Allotment, £5 on June 20, 1872, £5 on Sept. 20, 1872, 
and £5 on December 20, 1872—£20. 
With option of paying the whole of the Instalments in one payment on Allotment. 
INTEREST DURING CONSTRUCTION—6 PER CENT. PER ANNUM, FROM THE DATES OF PAYMENT OF EACH INSTALMENT. 








DIRECTORS. 
(xamman—ARTHUR T. F. CLAY, Esq., Bush Hall, Hatfield, Director of the Southwark and Vauxhall and Grand Junction Water Companies. 


ROBERT BARCLAY, Esq. (Messrs. Barclay, Perkins, and Co.), Park Street, Southwark, and B 
arclay, Perkins, and Co.), Park Street, Southwark, 


\ CHARLES ARTHUR BARCLAY, Esq. (Messrs. 


Hill, Dorking. 
and Nutfield Court, Surrey. 


\. fy, WIGAN, Esq. (Messrs. Wigans and Cosier), Southwark Street, Director of the Southwark and Vauxhall and Grand Junction Water Companies. 
\ Bsr WILLIAM D. CLAY, Bart., Fulwell Lodge, Twickenham, and 9, Lowndes Square, W., Director of the Southwark and Vauxhall Water Company. 


, \ CHARLES WILLIAM SCHWABEN, Esq., St. Petersburg. and Odessa, 


erchant of the First Guild, Director of the Russian Lloyd’s. 


fromezns—Messrs. JOSEPH QUICK & SON, M. Inst. C.E., Engineers of the Southwark and Vauxhall and Grand Junction Water Companies, &c., 


Broxers—Messrs. 


Sumner Street, Southwark, and 6, Westminster Chambers. 
Sorrcrrors—Messrs. HARGROVE, FOWLER, and BLUNT, 3, Victoria Street, Westminster, and 44, Coleman Street, London, E.C. 
Banxers—THE LONDON AND WESTMINSTER BANK, 41, Lothbury, London, E.C. 
FENN and CROSTHWAITE, 50, Threadneedle Street, London, E.C. 


/ Srcrerany—Mr. B. J. SMITH. 
Orriczs :—70 and 71, PALMERSTON BUILDINGS, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, E.C. 








This Company has been established for the purpose of constructing 
Works for the supply of Water to.the important and rapidly increasing 
ht and City of Odessa and its suburbs, which are at present excep- 
timally destitute of that essential element. 

The absolute necessity for such works is evident from the English 
msul's report to the British Government in 1869, which states as 
follows :— 

“Water is very scarce ; there is no running stream in the neighbour- 
hood, and the inhabitants of this great town are at present dependent for 
their supply of the element on the rain which can be collected in cisterns, 
nd on certain wells and reservoirs of brackish water, the chief provision 
of which comes through pipes from a distance of eight miles.” 

For the above purpose, the Municipality of Odessa have granted by 
teession the exclusive right to supply water to Odessa and its environs, 
it &term of 49 years, to commence from the date of completion of the 

orks, and on terms and conditions unusually favourable to the Company. 

The weter will be obtained from the River Dnjester, and after deposit 
ad filtration, pumped into service reservoirs, whence the city will ‘be 
mainly supphe] by gravitation, some additional engine-power being also 
provided to supply the upper portion of the town. 

The capital of the Company is £850,000, divided into 30,000 A shares 
f £20 each, entitled te a preferred dividend of 6 per cent, per annum, 
ad 12,500 B shares of £20 each, entitled to 6 per cent. dividend after 
! tke dividend has been paid to the A shareholders. Surplus profits, 
aie payment of the above dividends, to be divided rateably between 
oth classes of shareholders. 

Of the above shares, the whole of the 12,500 B shares have been 
pptopriated in part payment of works, concession, &c., and the 30,000 

4” Six per Cent. Preferred Shares are now offered for subscription. 

The Engineer’s plans, founded upon extensive experience in the 
usigning and carrying out of Water- Works in England and on the Conti- 
uit, provide, in accordance with the stipulations of the Municipality, 
mthe construction of the Odessa Water-Works on a sufficiently large 

¢to supply 2,000,000 vedros—5,400,000 gallons—per diem. 
gements have been made, and contracts have been entered into 
bn behalf of the Company, for the acquirement of the concession, as well 


y art for the construction of the entire series of works, including all pre- 
able, “*"y expenses, and interest during construction at the rate of 6 per 
sis lsee og ~oy4 within — capital of the Company. The 

. e€ works are to be completed, by the terms of h tract, 
f tit Pr the 30th of September of next on. ied —— 


The population to be supplied i i 
© pop pplied is estimated at about 200,000, and the 
eu Pélity has already incurred a large outlay for a system of 
oe? Which is at present totally inoperative, in consequence of the 
' ag “f water for flushing, &c. In addition, there are numerous 
way] od pashments where large supplies of water are urgently re- 
vine ue the demand for shipping alone will, it is anticipated, form 
he veortant ite in the revenue of the Company, as the business of 
wet consequem mainly upon the large exportation of corn from the 
~i0r, 18 of vast dimensions. 
% inert of Odrgsa, recognizing the importance of the intro- 
he whole sitio ut supply 01 water to their city, guarantee throughout 
88 500 nt penig hover te the concession a minimum rental of 
" WHICH at i 
ivalent to about £45,000 sterling eA —— sate ah gomene & 
ferred dividend of 6 


guaranteed rental the working ex- 
subscription. 


source alone » gum amply sufficient 
; per cent. per annur on the A’shares 
me Directors, however; by no means limit their expectations of the 
8 of the paeeny to the above minimum tee. 
{suming _ uly one-half of the quantity of water which the 
mated, pith required to be provided is sold, the net revenue, it is 
ee I be_suficient—after providing a sinking-fund for the 
the and repayment of the entire capital before the termination 
te; oe ee yield a dividend of upwards of 12} per cent. per 
hold entire capital of the Company, and this return to the 
ian a of course, be largely increased by the additional con- 
ually water which the requirements of the city will, no doubt, 
the marker’, Shares, it is well known, always command a high price 
me a =i justly considered one of the most substantial invest- 
Me y in not liable to sudden fluctuations in price, although 


ae inex " 
The large premiums pea, in value. 




















from such minimum 
will remain from this 
















minended by the shares of the water companies 


of London, Berlin, and other cities, afford evidence of this fact, as will be 
seen by the following table :— 














| Origi Present 

i Market 

Price. 

PN WSEES 6. cos ccnccdecciccbeaesannn £17 15s. 
Chelsea Sart 120 
UE TAO gp cc cccccncccetdooodedaumabbe 120 

Grand Junction Water-Works . . 82 10s 
West Middlesex ” oe 119 
Lambeth Water-Works ........ 120 
Kent heh #! By cochscsnatasssecsensan’ 120 
RO cigy yee ce cccrevceceebproatse 17 
Bristol 99 OMe tee eee eee ete reeneee 50 
i >» sonchabbiagnts 155 
erm ae ” 16 


Southwark arid ‘Vauxhall Water-Works......... ne 100 | 116 

Ditto ditto 5 per Cent. Preference Shares ..... »» 100 =| 108 

It should also be borne’in mind that nearly the whole of the above 
companies have had to contend against early difficulties and expenses, 
from which the Odessa Water- Works Company, Limited, will be entirely 
free, and have in. no.case had the advantage which this Company pos- 
sesses of starting with a large minimum teed revenue. 

Considering the exceptional advantages under which this Company is 
inaugurated, and the very yey ae | prospects which the statistics 
submitted to the Directors show, the Directors feel every confidence in 
offering the A shares of the Company to the public as a first-class 
security based upon a municipal guarantee, ensuring an immediate re- 
munerative return on the investment, and offering the prospect of larger 
dividends as the undertaking is developed. 

The interest will be payable half yearly, on 1st of January and Ist of 
July in each year. The frst payment will be made on Ist of July, 1872. 

Failure to pay any instalments at the due date will render all previous 
payments liable to forfeiture. , 
hould any applicant receive no allotment, the deposit paid will be 
returned forthwith without deductions; and should a smaller amount be 
allotted than applied for, the balance paid on application will be applied 
towards payment of the amount payable on allotment. — 

A certified copy of the Concession, with a translation, and also the 
Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Company, and the 
Agreements entered into, may be inspected at the Offices of Messrs. Har- 

ove, Fowler, and Blunt, the Solicitors of the Company, 44, Coleman 

treet, E.C., London. 

Applications for shares must be made on the form annexed, accom- 
seme by the deposit of £2 per share. 

Prospectuses can be had on application at the Offices of the Company, 
70 and 71, Palmerston Buildings, Old Broad Street, E.C., London, or 
from the Brokers of the Company, 50, Threadneedle Street, E.C., 
London. By order of the Board of Directors, 

London, March 22, 1872. A. T._F. CLAY, Chairman. 

The following contracts have been entered into :— 

An Indenture dated the 22nd day of March, 1872, between the Odessa 
Water-Works Company, Limited, of the one part, ‘and Messrs. R. 
Laidlaw and Sons of the other part. 

An Indenture dated the 22nd day of March, 1872, between the Odessa 
Water- Works Company, Limited, of the one part, and Adalbert Miiller 
of the other part. 

An Indenture dated the 22nd day of March, 1872, between Karl 
Wilhelm Jerouimowitsch Schwaben and Moritz von Dezen‘ of ‘the ‘one 
part, and the Odessa Water- Works Company, Limited, of the other part. 


Form or Arriication (to be retained by the Bankers). = 

To the Directors of ‘‘The Odessa Water-Works Company, Limited:’’ ' 

Gentlemen,—Having paid to your credit, at your ers, the London 
and Westminster Bank, the sum of £ , being £2 share on 

“A” Six Cent. Preferred Shares of “‘The Odessa Water-Works 

Company, Limited,” of £20 each, I request you to allot me that number 

of shares ; and I hereby to t the same, or any'smaller number 

that may be allotted to me, and to pay the balance due according 

to the terms of the Prospectus, the 22nd of March, 1872. 

: Name (in full) 
Addres® ..cccccecceee- --8 rene 


Profession (if any) 


If the Applicant desires to pay up in full on Allotment, the follow 
must be signed :— i 
I wish to pay up in full on Allotment. 
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TROTTER, HAINES, & CORBETT, 
BRETTELD’S ESTATE 
FIRE CLAY & BRICK WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE. 


—_>_— 
Manufacturers of GAS-RETORTS, GLASS-HOUSE 


FURNACE & BLAST-FURNACE BRICKS, LUMPS, } 


TILES, and every description of FIRB-BRICK. 
Proprietors of 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT and CRUCIBLE CLAYS. 


Successors to 
E, Baker anv Co., Late Brizriey Hr11, STAFFORDSHIRE. 


PRICE’S PATENT COKE & COAL BARROW, 
a Piet 1 a 











SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON 





PATENTEES OF THE 


HIGH-PRESSURE EQUILIBRIUM BALL VALVES 
AND DIAPHRAGM BIB & 8TOP VALVES, 
MANUFACTURE EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS-JOINTS, CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, ETC.; 
WROUGHT-IRON 


WELDED TUBE AND FITTINGS, 
BLACK AND GALVANIZED ; 


BRASS, COPPER, LEAD, TIN, AND COMPOSITION TUBING, 
STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIEs, 
And Every Description of Gas-Fitters Tools ; 

IRON MAIN COCKS, WITH WH TE METAL PLUGS; 
GAS SLIDE AND SLUICE VALVES; 
CARTER’S SAFETY GAS -VALVES; 
GAS-STOVES, REGULATORS ,BURNERS, &c., 
Pattern-Book and Price med of Gas-Fittings, supplied 
on app \. 


j4™ ES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
PIRE-BRICE AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 ann 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E., 
Derét fer STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
WALTER MABON & C0., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
PAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 

PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 
WROWGHT AND CAST IRON GIRDERS, 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 


HOPKINS, GILKES, & CO., 
Lourrep 


MIDDLESBOROUGH, 

SUPPLY GAS & WATER PIPES of EVERY SIZE. 
Plain, Turned and Bored, and Coated. 
CAST-IRON RETORTS. 

Castings for Gas-Works of every description. 
EXHAUSTERS. 

Lonpow Orrice: 25, Laurence Pounrney Lanz. 


The 
Exported from the Tyne are branded ROBSON. 
Apply to W. ©. Grason, 43, Side, NewcasTi2-0n-TYNE, 




















The CHEAPEST FIRE-BRICKS | 


Exported from the are branded ROBSON. 
Apply to W. C. Grason, 43, Side, NewcasTLE-on-TYNEz. 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, 1 TILES, RETORTS, 


* ° 
SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRIGK WORKS, 
NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 





BOILERS, IRON ROOFING, IRON BRIDGE; 


BEST FIRE- BRICKS 








Sam: CUTLER & SONS, 


CONTRACTING GAS ENCINEERs 
GASHOLDER & GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MAKERS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 



















































AND GENERAL IRONWORK. 





S. C. asp Sons undertake Contracts of any magnity, 
for the Erection of new and Remodelling oj 
quisting Gas-Works, for Gasholders, Cast anj 
Wrought Iron Tanks, Iron , and every 
description of Apparatus for the Manufacture gpj 
Distribution of Gas. 

Special attention is invited to their “ Irn 
Condenser,” which is very effective, and much y. 
proved ; also to their patterns of Annular and othy 
Cond: Scrubbers, and Purifiers, of 4 
sizes, which they arrange either with Centre or Oni. 
nary Slide Valves. T 


WORKS FOR THE SUPPLY OF 
VILLAGES, MANSIONS, FACTORIES, & 


S. C. anp Sons undertake the Supply and Laying of Mains for Gas and Water, ui 
supply all Castings, Connexions, and Fittings for Retort-House, Works generally, and for Streets, They 
also supply Valves of all descriptions, Iron and Clay Retorts, Hotpressed Retort-Lids, Steel Charginy 
Scoops of improved make, for which they have special machinery, Improved Coke and Coal Barrom, 
Cross-Bars and Screws, Bolts and Nats, Furnace and Stoking Tools, Iron and Wood Purifier-Siers 
Lead, Yarn, Borings, &c., including every requisite whatsoever for a Gas-Work, a well-assorted stat 
being kept of those goods most in request. 


SOLE MAKERS OF BRETT’S PATENT COKE BARROW. 
Experienced Retort Setters sent to any part of the Kingdom. 











Address: PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDO. 








R 
JOHN WRIGHT & CO., “ 
30, BROAD STREET, ISLINGTON, BIRMINGHAM 81 
MANUFACTURERS TO THE TRADE 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
GAS-STOVE FOR HEATING OR COOKING, Wor 
/GAS-BURNERS, OPAL REFLECTORS, SMOKE CONSUMERS, hf, 
dis soon. sroves 8 SUM oF ERY Pia — 
vPWARDS pa 





promct7--6 W109 





Pattern-Books, with Prices and Discounts, sent free on application 


B. DONKIN & CO.’S 
IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 


WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS 


From 2 inches to 18 inches, price 10s, 6d. to 13s, 3d. per a 
List gf prices with full dimensions of «il sizes up to 48-ineh, to 

on application. P 
: Valves are all proved om doth sides to 30 Ibs. on the square i 


before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
VALVES MADF® WITH OUTSIDE RACKS TO ORDER. 


ALSO, 
SCREW WATER-VALVES WITH GUN-METAL FAC. 


B. DONKIN & CO., 
GENERAL ENGINEERS AND IRONFOUNDES 
MAKERS OF STEAM-ENGINES, 
BLUE ANCHOR ROAD, BERMONDSEY, 
LONDON, S§.E. 





inch diameter. 
be ba 





a 


THE PATENT RIBBED GAS-RETORTS 
Are in Use at over 150 Gas-Works, q 
And continue to give entite ‘satisfaction. Circulars, with prices and testimonials, yl b= 












A. C, FRASER, GAS-WORKS, 





application to 
MIDDLESBROUGE 














BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
EsTABLISHED 1807. 


MANUFACTURERS OF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
WALL LIGHTS, AND LUSTRES FOR GAS AND CANDLES. 


TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS, 
CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE AND ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS. 














“ri WALTER FORD, 
=. 159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON, 
> nd MANUFACTURER OF 
to WET & DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c. 
» ALSO OF 
fa PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATORS, 
Ori. FOR ENSURING ANY REQUIRED CONSUMPTION. 

These Regulators are in general'and increasing use, and references can be given to Gas Companies 

who for many years have used them for every Lamp. 
» &e, 
a CEORCE ANDERSON, 
it GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
Sieve, 
“— 19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C. 
Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the 
manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 
PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 

i. RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
-”" STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 

FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
AM, STATION GOVERNORS-—the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause apcident. 

BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 
A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 
af Works, post free, 28. 6d. 

te N.B—Tne second edition of this Work, now = coal, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 


aie A td Tar into Fuel for heating the Re 
@ Author is well qualified to speak uthoritadvely upon the important subjects to which his 





refers.” —Artizan, 
ae 9 mee BEALE’S CONTINUOUSLY ACTING 
& GAS EXHAUSTERS 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


B. DONEHIN & co. 


Mr. J. Bearz, of t East Greenwich, havin retired from business, 
has made an arrangement with B. DONKIN & CO. for the sole 
manufacture of his Patent Solid-Slide Gas Exhausters. 

B. D. & Co. also make Steam-Engines to drive Gas Exhausters 
direct or otherwise. 


Estimates and Prices on application to 
B. DONKIN & CO., 
ENGINEERS & IRONFOUNDERS, 
BERMONDSEY, LONDON, 8.5. 














TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
DEFRIES «& SONS, 


J. 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, eed ORMOLU CHANDELIERS, ‘MPROVED:CRYSTAL STAR & SUN 
LIGHTS, AND THE PATENT CRYSTAL ILLUMINATION; 
Vestibules, Iron Barrel, Composition Tubing, Dry & Wet Meters, & Gas-Fittings 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
WORKS: L.ONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. 
REGISTEVPED DESIGNS. 








Gas Moons 
of the newest designs. 


The Patent Gas- 
and 


reduced 

to 6s. 6d. per Doz. 
Pattern - Books of 
Gas-Fi: Crystal 


d Ormolu 
liers for 1870, are now 
c 


HOUNDESDITCH, LONDON. 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 283: 
F, & C. OSLER, SOOTCH YANNEL COALS. 
45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, w. | a™ou Garver Coun Prices ana 
MANUFACTORY AND SHOW-ROOMS: Analyses of the various Coals will be forwarded on appli- 


cal 
JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNES GOAL MERCHANT, 
HAYMARKET, EDINBURGH. 
Betablished 1840. 


INCE HALL CANWEL CoAL. 
LEE & JERDEIN, 


COAL OWNERS AND MERCHANTS, 
Sole Vendors of the Ince Hall Wigan Coal and@'@anne!. 


Chief Office: 
9, LANCASTER PLACE, STRAND, LONDON, W.C. 


LOCHORE CANNEL COALS. 








Quan- Quality Sul- VolatileAsh 

. matter. Per 

Te, Per ct. ct. 

Lea 3 ‘a os. 14m. 52 . 12 

Waverteyseam 1 . 3) om . 100. 47 . «17 
The valuable of these Coals ate 


the very bigh 
=~ ad power, the large yield, and great freedom from 


tailed lysis, &c., on application to R. B.Syumeren, 
Lechore Colliery, by DUNFERMLINE ; or to Ropeat Mar- 
SHALL, 88, Comabacial Street, Lerma. 


Pons & PEARSON’S GAS COAL.— 
We have now the authority of several of the most 
Gas Engi of London in stating that our Coal 
yields in practical working over 10, Seet of gas, 
with an illuminating power of 16 candles; or by the 
standard burners now used by the London Gas Companies, 
er equal to 174 candles. 
aa shi coed nel Mu “cool fcaen 1. 
ppe: wd ole, Liverpool, 
and Barrow. 


For further particulars, a> & re AND ga Sam, 
West Riding and Silkstone Collieries, near Luxps. 


LD WEMYSS CANNEL COAL— 
Yield of gas per ton, 12,896 cubic feet; illumi- 
nating power, 31°75 standard candles. Port of shipment, 
emyss. 
Analysis and price on a to Mr, Wa, Carry, 
Manager, Wemyss — Frve. 











ap Ges at nl 
This Coal can 
Morecambe, 








HUCKNALL COLLIERY COMPANY 


Can offer a CANNEL COAL yielding a large quantit 
of Gas of superior a. . " 
Priees and information on application to the MucknaL. 
Cotirery Company, Hucknall Torkard Collieries, near 
Norrinenax. 





CANNEL COAL. 
COPPA COLLIERY, MOLD, 


Beg leave to call the attention of Gas gummed the 
, superior quality of their 
CANNEL FOR GAS-MAKING PURPOSES 
This Cannel produces in actual pang in retorts, 
9200 cubic feet of 32-eandle a upwards of 11 cwt. 
of coke, and inciay retorts produce 11,500 enbic feet 
of 25°9-candle gas. 
Qerve of Phipmeat— Birkenhead o be my 
aggons su) railway part 
rome or Wale. = e we 
The Coppa pee Colliery. i old, Fimvtesree. 


DYKEHEAD CANNEL. 
a aa 


Analysis—10,000 feet of ‘M4-vandle Gas, 10) eWt, Coke. 


Ash in Coke, 15 
Address: iia, goLuERy COMPANY, 
FIRE-CLAY on oe ~ CANNEL xe 
STEAM ° ~ 
Wiis FRASER, Inverkeithing 
PN ya ~=! Ad Works at which pine ey 
were it made v ene + 
su Earents and other set Nip —. 
can ven to managers ve a 
Gas-Works whom Sionppies 
WiILLiaM Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PARROT 


COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at lis. ton; 
= a STEAM COALS, on Navy at 7s, 











Saar MACLAREN and 60, 
OWE ee N FOUNDBY, GLASGOW, 
sites of Cast-1 


yon Main-Pi by 
improved Patent, — +. —npomenied Gas Mngincers, 
Wrought-iron Tube M 


A»>» Ison POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 

of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks and every 
Manufacturer i + - 


BretLey IRON WORKS, 
ESTER-LE-S8TREET, 
ogranesF ft Castii d 
a on 0 an 
a for ~ Gear Works am a Water W. 7s, 
~~ 1 for Cast-Iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all ~ tm 5 oe quantity, Seott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 











City Show-Beoms and renee, 147, 


Eerapusum 1803, 








Agent itt London, Mr. J. Manwaante, 10), Oammon 
Street, E.C, 
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(SANDERS AND DONOVAN’S PATENT) 





“Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now 
in use.” 





Over 60,000 in action. 





MANUFACTURERS : 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY, 
KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN and OLDHAM. 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & CO., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
Oe ee Oe” | DAR, GAS-METERS 
of the highest excellence. 
STATION -METERS AND GOVERNORS, 
STREET-LAMP REGULATORS. 


TESTING APPARATUS 
of the most perfect description for all purposes relating to Gas. 











Just published, HANDBOOKS by F. W. HARTLEY:— 
“PHOTOMETRY,” 2s. 1d., post paid; “THE ESTIMATION OF AMMONIA AND SULPHUR IN GAS,” 2s. 1d, post paid; 
“GAS-METER TESTING UNDER THE SALES OF GAS ACT,” &c. (Second edition, revised and 
extended), 1s. 1d., post paid. 


55 and 554, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 


R. LAIDLAW & SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 
Iron-Works and Foundries, Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, 
GLASGOW, EDINBURGH, 


N LN Manufacturers of GASOMETERS & GAS APPARATUS of EVERY DESCRIPTION ; CAST- 
IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY; 
= IRON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, & GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, & CISTERNS; 
=| VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, 
Nj &c.; WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam; GAS-METERS 

(Wet and Dry) of the most approved Construction. STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, 

&c.; GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, & GAS-FITTINGS of evey 


description; LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 
London Address: 106, CANNON STREET, E.0. 


D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 

-'" PATENTERS and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGUIATOR, 
Invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to aly 
pig be Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot 0¢ obtained without being 
y registered. 








LAIDLAW’s 
PATENT GAS EXHAUSTER. 















MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS ; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC. ; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT IRON PIPE, BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER, TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSEBRB 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Charch and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern-Books, with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c,, with complete Book of Prices, 14 


-fendon : Printed by Wri11aM Bovomtow Kune (at the office of and Co., 17, Bouvarie Sti ty Mloet Street); and published by bim/et Ne, 11, Bolt overt Fist Mem 
f in the of London.—Tuesday, March 26, 1872, ; 
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UNVARYING WATER-LINE: GAS-METER 
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